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MY DEAR FHIBND, 

HAYING endeavoured to point out 
the neceflity of paying an early and 
unremitting attention to the adivc powers 
of the human mind,' it now renains for ne 
to attempt an examination of the principles 
upon which we ought to proceed in the 
Improvement of the Intelle^koal Faculties. 
If we admit, as a fundamental principle^ 
thai the true end of education is to bring 
all the powers andfacult'^s of our nature to 
VOL. 11. B the 
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the higheji petfeSlion of which they are capa- 
ble ; it evidenrjjr ft)llDWi,'that an adequate 
knowledge of thefe powers and faculties is 
^abi^tdjr.nvce^j toiifsards the accom- 
pBfttfttetti of die tod -we hate fe ttew. 
The dffiiifion 6f this fpeeles of kiibWledge 
wbillcl dbiilbtlefs cpfreS iiiatiy errors, both 
in theory aadpraAice;'^nd did it once be- 
coifle gqpprai ampqg. tfeofe with whom 
the firft years of life are, commonly fpent^ 
would prod»€6 con&c|ueace^ of the utmoft 
importance to fociety. 

But where are w^ tio feat-A for this- defi- 

labfe ioforwattoai Muft we turn to the f o- 

hun^bous. works of j^ilofbphers^ ^dihere 

fedc for. this hidden tfeaAu^e, anud.siH the 

: luUDdfli of conje^tuf e abd hypothefisi? Swh 

Hitaik wpdd be, to tliie g^Eieraltty of om k%y 

. linpoflHafej nor wctc k poffiWe, weuld it 

^^mbaiifyboatteDdeHsrhh; oiwb^dvafKage* 

. > To xpci^ixdaro: the tiaiture oi tbc bumin 

^liriddoisyindeedk^ the p^'pict objcifk tof w&x- 

\:\ : beea 



d by Google 



i: ^ 3 

bora 9t (u^Qif 01 piiias (^ difefiniyutp «ri 
a(mt»tfi thf 4i%rQiil 4q8^a^ of temmf 
tbai sitic»<i tl^ir diftoirericiu Wiib «i|| 
^ai it ^C9)aii?e qt ^oiiyqduial opoii lbi4 
0al49£b w^ \^^ properly ao cMcem; ^ 
k%9p^y: for t)Ss w? 0^7 4c3ivt aq adkqaai« 
koowieclgfi of «U that if mie ?o4 certaw^ 
^ m^^ of T^&ioB »Qd ohTcrvaikm*'* 

rable Rcid,,**that,by attenciveidMKoii^ % 
n^tk nn^ gifuk^Qli^r aiKlceitaip kaowlc^ge 
9f (1h< pfneiaiioas of bis pvn mind: alp9QW« 
l^g« liQ lefs <:lef^ wd cmtatia thaa tha( 
wbicbhic ha3 of 49 cKKiral ot^a^ wh^o it if 
(ipt bqforf bif f y^f . Aootho-foorce of infor* 
mf tiQft i^poo f hi» fab)^^ is a due 9ittciKio9 
ifi ihf cp.uHe ^ hupwi aAions and coDduA* 
Tbe a^ipq& of men are tSk(i^ cbeir feorif. 
iDfot^, t;beir paiBpns, and ibeir afieftion^ 
^re^ailfes of ihofe cffeds} and we may^ in 
ftt^ny €a(e^ form 4 judgoiefit of ibe caufe 
fram the, rffeft^ Not oq!y Ae a^oos, boc 
CTffJ ibe ppipions, pf m«n, miiy fooieiiniefi 

give 
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giirc.Ugfet into the frame of the human 
mind. The opinions of ijien maybe cod- 
fidered as the effefts of their intelk£lual 
powers, as their anions are the effefts elf 
their, afiive principles. Even the preju- 
dices and errors of mankind, when thty 
are general, mnft havefome canfe n&Mi 
general} the difcovery of which will throw 
fome light upon the frame of the haman 
underftandirig.*' 

Fortified by fuch authority J 1 need not 
fcruple to aver, that by refleSion upon the 
operations of our own minds, and atten* 
tive obfcrvation of the conduA and opi- 
nions df others, we may attain all the 
information that is abfolutely requifite for 
us upon the fubjeft in queftion; and that 
the greaieft advantage to be derived from 
the difquifitions of the learned is the 
leading our minds to a more attentive 
reflcftion and obfcrvation than we migte 
otherwife be inclined to beftow. ** The 
underftanding," as Mr, Locke beautifully 

obfcrves. 
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oUccves, ^ like the eye^ whilft it makes u$ 
fee and perceive all other things, takes no 
notice of itfelf; and it requires art an^ 
pains to fet it at a diftance, and make it its 
own objcQ.*' This " art and pains'* arc 
implied in ferious reflexion; and to this 
refiedion it is the objeA of thefe volumes to 
call the guardians of the riiing generation. 

Let it not be imagined, that I mean to 
engage my fex in the nice fubtleties of lo- 
gic or metaphyiics. It is not for the pur- 
pofe of excrciling their minds in ufeleft 
fpeculation, that I exhort them to the' 
fpecies of inquiry, alluded to; but it is to 
enable them to difcharge, with fidelity and 
honour, the momentous duties to which 
Providence has been pleafed to call them* 

Parents are the agents of the Mod High 
in extending the blei&ng of exiftence. But 
in giving life to a new race of "beings is 
their agency at an end? Ought they not 
dill to confider themfelves as the inftru- 
ments of the D£ITY> employed by Him to 

^ train 
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trate up a eert^ln forticm of liisrarfdtid 
dflisfJtitig to tapicity fot the tDJojritirti ot 
ttot Fditity whkh^ He has prepared fbi* 
thdfe^o love Hiirifln all that N;«rc ktiott 
6f hfe decreets, we behbW a provifion fot 
1:ht gradual ' improvehitnt aud final pei> 
tfeAioti of the htimau i-acc. In this be- 
ti'i^teht plan partrits have the privilege of 
"iq^opetating. Gldriotrs ptiviltgt! Who 
that had a fen*fe of its htiponairce waald 
fettifici6 it at the ihrtne t)f vahiry, or rdifl- 
iquilh it at thefuggeftbnof ielfilhindoleticre? 

To mothers is eiitriifted the care of ra- 
tioiial beitig^ in thre niofi important period 
(bf iftieii- exiftenceV the Iprhigs of liumaa 
tbnduft are iii thelt hatids. From them muft* 
tht nafcisnt paffions aud aflfeftiom of the 
Watt tfeteivfe their direStoii ; ty them muft 
tht gtttn of imeflcA be taught to expand j 
fcy them muft the foundation* be4aid of all 
that is great, and good, and admirable, in 
!buman charafter. Thefe are the importaUt 
priviltge^ by 'wfcScb oor fe^ fe honoured | 

' thcfc 
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tbefe arc cbe <]fKic$ to wbich k is eaUcd. 
Let not affiibnce towsnrdis the ^ue jper £9rm«» 
anceof them be 4cQ^iff^9 however bwMe 
the fhaod^. that offers it, 

Iti enteriog upon the Cul^iw^oO ^f the 
Uoderftaoding) it is a(>C:eflaty ^ pro^atfer 
that 1 4<^ Dot iote94rt9, prcifcribe aay j^ar- 
ticular^Qourfe of Apidy^ or: to point oac 
the heU methods of mStruSiion i9 any 
bt^c|t^of Jearniog or of kiencef {Vp tbofe^ 
therefore, who confine their views folely 
to the acquirement of this or that accom* 
pUflunent, mjr obfervajtioos wiU neccflarily 
appear dull and onintereftiagi becaufe tp* 
talfy deftitute of ruler that ma; facilitaic 
the auainment of the|r parikuMr obje^ . 
' It isobferred t^^ao- authority to which 
I am ^ay s proud to r^&r, that f^ to ia« 
ibud youth in the languages and an the fci^ 
ences is comparatively of little imponance, 
if we s^re inattentive to the habits they ac- 
quire; and are not careful in giving to all 
the di&rent faculties, and all their different 

priociplts 
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principles of afiion^ a proper degree of cm, 
ploymcnt. Abftra?flmg entirely from the 
Culture of their moral powers, how exten- 
sive atiddifEcult is thebufinefs of condad*r 
iBg their iDtcHefiual improvement! To 
watch over the affoctations which they^ 
form in their tender years ; to jgive thiem 
early habits of mental activity ; to roufe 
their curioCty, and to diteft it to proper 
objefls ; to exercifc their ingenuity and 
invention; to cultivate in their minds a turn 
foi'fpeculation, and at the fametime prefervc 
their attention alive to objefts around them ;. 
to awaken their attention to the beauties 
of nature,, and to infpire them with a reliQi 
for intelleftual enjoyment ; thefe form but 
a part of the bufmefs of education, and 
yet the execution even of this part requires 
an acquaintance with the general principles 
of our nature, which feldom falk to the 
Ihare of thpfe to whom the inftrufliori of 
youth is commonly cntrufted**'** 

. ^EkmentSof thePhilofophy of the Human MindyjPfa4* 
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The &etch that is here drawn by a ma£- 
teriy hand, will beuer explain to you my 
notions upon the fub^eA of inccUedual 
improveinent than the moft laboured de« 
finitton; Still I muft agree with the en* 
lightened author,that thefeparciculars form 
but a part .of the bufioels of education ; 
They are but. a few of th^ necefiary means 
that muft be. employed i^ ^ceomphihiiqt 
pnrgreitend. 

To qualify a. human being for the true 
eDJoymcnt of exiftence, the htgheft culti-r 
vation of i[he intelleAual powers will no( 
))e Sufficient, uqjefs thefe powers be pro^ 
pcrly direded ; this direfiion they muft re* 
ceiViCt from the bias. that has hew given to 
the defiresand affbflions of die heart* If 
thefe defires and affedio^s have been cor- 
rupted by improper indulgence, pr per- 
verted aQ4 depraved by means of powerful 
jmpreffioQS made upon the tender mind ; 
we may give our children knowledge, wc 
(nay give them leanung, we may give 

them 
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tileoi accbmplHhmcnts^ haivrc.&iil'WH»cT 
l^ able to teach them to apply thefe Jkv 
^ifcmeiits tdjuftornoblcpurpgfcs. 

To explain and to trgethe hnportanee 
of giving fach a dh-ediofa to the a^iire 
^wers of the ttudd, as it agreeable to thd 
pret^pts of divine philofophy, was the p^* 
tkulat (Ajeft of myfiril Series of Letters, 
But though my view was diere ^thiefiy^U 
refted towards the Culture of the Heart, it 
was iifipdiSble C^ entit^ly to feparate fub- 
jtdtin thentfelv^s united, as not to blen() 
btf ideas of th« eafly cultiv^ion &( the 
mental powers wHh what t advanced oil the 
tultlvationoftheafSsaidH^. Thefubjeasi 
kideed, ought tever to be ^totifidered as 
ieparaie a»i& diitJna;; dbough, front oat 
Hinited poW^ffe, it is neeeflkry^r inVorksof 
this nature, t6. View fbsft to fuec^ffioii. 

That the gteatdft pef figftion 6f wM^tl 
ctir natiire^s ft!fec^ib)e, confifts in the ci* 
paHlity of excriing, in aft eminent dcgfet, 
not otre br t^'a of the faculties Wkh Whidh 

Providence 
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Frtf^ideacit has tniMrcA w, tvr mt 
WHOLfi o9 tHEisK (ActJLYi£s; and of 
havifig Ac Predion given to dih exertion^ 
oflder tilt c6]!iftsiDC inflaence of the piotis 
ttd bcnevDient 2i£k^<mi; I believe few 
will be inclined to deny. Thi$ is the per* 
feftion after which we ought inceifantly to 
labonr; of this perfedJon it has pleafedthe 
I>£iTT to give us an example, in Hiait 
who, in companion to onr infirniities, took 
not ofi him the nature of Angels ^ that is to 
jay, gave us not an exartiple of perfection 
beyond the gralp of our pwifem faculties to 
concefve,or of onrprefentpowers toimitate. 
In the charaflcr of onr bleffcd Saviour 
we behold the nnion of the intcllcaua! 
tnd moral powers 6f man in their moft 
exalted (tare of perfeaioii; nor is it doing 
juftice hitherto his example or his precepts, 
to keep out eye fixed upon one part of the 
charaAer, while we negleft the othen His 
!jrecepts and example are never at vari- 
ance} while he taught the neceffity and ad- 
vantage 



d by Google 



i 1^ } 

vantage . of iipprovipg every talent with 
vihkh Heaven has entrufted us, he dif-* 
played every faculty of the hunmn mind 
exerted in the cavife of piety and virtue. 
To give our children fuch a partial and 
icnperfeid education, as (hall render th^u 
inclined to bury their talents in the earth, 
is to aft dircftly contrary to the commands 
of Him, who gives them with an expreft 
injunftion that they may be occupied. 

As the body is compofed of a variety of 
organs, of which each is equally neceffary 
to the well-being of the whole; Jo the mind 
is a compound, if I may fo fpeak, of a 
variety of ftculties, none of which can be 
defeftive, without enfeebling or iDJuring 
the reft. The Itmgs are not more neceffary 
to the funftions of the heart, than accpratip 
conception to found judgment. The cir* 
culation of the blood is not more neceffary 
to the animal economy, than n^emory is to 
the mental. But memory depends upon 
<ittQntion^ the accuracy pf coQception has 

the 
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the fame fource: and if both are not duly 
£xercifed by means of the porceptiont^ 
iieither will attidn pcrfedion. 

Where any one of die facolcics has ob- 
tained a manifeftafcendancy, the chara&er 
will be idiperfe^l, unhappy in itfelf, and 
nfelefs to focieiy. This irtegnlar ihoot is 
fometimes dignified by ignorance with the 
-miXDC^fgeriius; but genius is not the partial 
vigour of a fingle fEicQlty»-^t implies the 
poffci&on ofHJl the powers of the mind m 
an enunent degree^ /The new combinations 
wUch genius produces, either in litera* 
ture or in the arts, are the pfodufiion of 
vigorous conception and found judgment; 
.aided by the creative power of imagination, 
and modelled by tafte. Where any of thefe 
'appear to be wanting, the inventions of 
genius m'uft be proportionally defedive. 
To fuppofe that genius can exift without 
them, isabfurd. 

The faine want of refledion leads Into 
ether errors, which are frequent caufes of 

difappoint* 
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dfiappof ntiflfeiif • la tlie prcfimt ftate of ve* 
iinement,thccalrivationofTiafte1s an o\qe& 
of much imp^irtance: in the^dueatfa^ of 
young ladies, tc indeed often appears to be 
the ohiy objeft that is deemed worthy of 
attention. To afcertain the bfft and moft 
certain itiethod -of cultivating this faculty 
wi\y tberefbre, I doubt not^ be C€mfidered 
ai a tery defirablc objc^. If thefe Letters 
arereadwkh attetition, I hope thedifcov^ry 
wiU be made;' I do qot defpair of convtn*- 
cing the moft incredulous, of the utter im* 
pofiibility of cultivating Tafte, without the 
previouscuhi vation of the leading faculties. 
It ts here, however, necefiary to premife, 
that by Taftc, wherever the word ocourSy 
I mvariaMy mean that facuky of the mind^ 
whereby we arc enabled to perceive j and to 
fiily whatever is hcauriftil or fnblimc in Na- 
ttire or in the Arts. It is neceflkry to give 
this definition, becaufe the term is often ap- 
plied to denote predik^on y and this 24)pli- 
catkmof it has given ink to mudb caifuiioi!, 

not 
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not oftly ki colbxtuial langiuige, but ta tlie 
'WPkiDgs of feme iogmioos authors. A pre« 
dilcAion for mufic or pamcing maj be ac« 
quired l^meai» of habit and of aflbctation; 
but thefe are ioadecjfuat^ to the produAion 
o^the fmethnsof Ta/lcy which havethdr 
otjgiii i0 other fbxxrtts* All auimals that 
bfive nice perceptions; are capable of acquis 
rin^ a predileftion for certain founds or 
colours; but the emotions Of Tafte are pe- 
cu&ir to the human race, and even in man 
are confined to the circle of the cultivated. 
The fame facuhies which muft unite 
their operations in order to render the 
mind fufceptible of the emotions of fubfi- 
ttity or beauty, are equaDy neceflary ta 
the imagination. An early and partial 
cultivation of this faculty is an evil prcg- 
n^t wkb fe much mifchief, that it caanoc 
be too finerely deprecated. To it are we 
indebted for thofe thoufaad extravagaacics 
in opiuion and in condudt, which extort 
the piiy-of thew?fe, and the cealbres-df 

the 
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thc.fevere. To it we owe the Aiotley ab- 
ibrditieSjWhichjUnder the name of Novels, 
deprave the tafte, and corrupt the affec- 
tions, of the youthful heart j and in the 
early incitement that is given to the ima- 
gination, while judgment is fuffered to ile 
dormant,. we fee the reafon why fuch;boolc3 
are read with avidity and delight. A pre- 
drleftion for the wild and extravagant 
muft be the inevitable confequence of .in- 
troducing trains of thought, made up of 
unnatural combinations, at a period when 
the mind has obtained few accurate ideas, 
and the judgment has been but little ex- 
. ^rcifed* 

The imagination that is not regulated by 
judgment, is pernicious in exaft proportion 
to its ilrength. It prefents to the mind^s 
eye a falfe glafs, through which no objeA 
is feen in its natural fize andjuft proportion. 
All is diftorted; though, by the glare of 
falfc cojouring, the deformity, efcapcs; de- 
tection. Thus, byinjudicious management, 

is 
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h that faculty whidi^'imdw'' proper m- 
gulitidtt,^ h( tbeibvnjt^fSDt luaid 6kiffiog of 
our prefent'ffatxv converted^i&cc^alfwitctf 
1)1 isrror I and ddufion* ' Thui: tvbat was 
iaceluit^^fo^ dut^ iuppindft:is' federal 
pmdudlthrd ct^rmikty^ 'audi 'Coalbfioa ii 
introdwecd iutb the works oP Gbn J 

'Kor is the partial cultivanan a£|he£au 
tultiea confbed to ta3le ind imaginaitop^ 
Upoa a fttifi inveftigation of. this^impwt^ 
atit (ul^e&i* liaLtaafraid: we fliooldfiad, diat 
js:ismb tnictMninon thing to. attempt the 
cuhivacbn of the reafoning fadihy wi|h«- 
0ut havin'^'paid any regard to the coltBre 
of thofe by which, in the order of nature^ 
it is preceded. Have we no abifaradt ica«i 
Tonors who flie\tr a deficiency in judgment? 
'No metaphyiicians who betray the abfence 
of that common fenfe which has found 
judgment for its hzSsi Is it not to the 
ncglcft of the judging faculty, that we muft 
attribute the favourable reception which 
the crude dreamt of fpeculative vifionaries 

vox-, n. c meet 
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SMCt mth fmiR the yotmg? Ha^ fiuMild 
Ibeydeiffa £t>pliiftr]F,vIiore ntindb have 
aevar beoft extrcilid on tnitit? 

Wbctetfaejtidgmnt lids tothtcodvif 
tiilBn»dy it k it Taitt that we endcsffoof 
to lead tbc mibd to general Ireafeaiiig; oil 
fttch oiinck die finences^ that iSxad the 
noft poverftl/aid to the faculty of ab* 
ilrafiso% ate hUL Tbofe t(4io Imow what 
affibfice iato be dccived hxmz knowlc^t 
cfhiathfeifatatcs m ifhis (larticiilary aie ape 
to enty fiieh as haTe been £NOBr9diBritk 
opportiuiiQeil of making this iacqmreine&ti 
fine im what nnmbers is this ufefbl branch 
of feience tokaHy thrown away! By hew 
&W ii it made nfe of as a mesms of iuither 
kiproviment ! Without the ctiltivatton of 
jndgmon^ the means will ever be refted kk 
as the end« The knowledge of vairions 
iatrgitagts opens a tich and ine;dianftible 
isaat to the cultivated nnderftandiDg; bnt 
if judgment da not lend its ^^ance, the 
0*c \viH never be extrafted* While we 

devote 
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dcToce tht moft precions |ie«rs pf tiiir w 
tksftodj of kngugett tt is fiirdjr fnftt 
to take&ino pmancidos 9g%)nft dit poib 
ln% of io nucb |»Joft firdmq; tMofy 
afaorcsve. Let it be rcmcabcrcd^ ifaic i» 
Ik aiafe to Cboftnie Greek tttAIoitmii «W 
tiiilig, and n> be iofpirc^ mil t tafte lot 
<AdEcal liieraUciM is aiioilm The fiift^ 
yon ^yi periis|» %^ is fnffieieDt fo qoilify 
your loos for the pnrfbffioftsto wUdhymi 
dcftine then* But wh^^sii aojr pi9fiBSiMi# 
ewer rofe to digingiiiftiot CB^u^^moe wsMiflOt 
tafie and jodgmcnt ? 

Is a tafte for daiCcal ifaiatiiAr j^^ 
kdgtd to be an accoaipM w a tiitmml lycf 
n geaticmaa? Da 90t flacter ftwlitf tkat 
k wiXL €t^ be aei|ancd» mtfaotit icanacy 
of coiiceptioQ, add fottttdocfe of jod^ttent. 
Nor Witt tbeie be Mkieot, if pam 
acHte feteeilflie takefttolxfiiclijdlbdii 
adons as Aay iobodiiee hsfcits of dnild^g 
ikvoorable to'the cuhivatioii of ftntfaKSb 
How inticfa tUs is attoided toatgvpatlck 

nimries, 
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minaries, I leaireit to parents to enquire* 
Xicr theih T^t&^ on die nature of the 
bunf^ fhind) and confidcr which of its 
iB^cntlfes $0^ lik^ljrtb receive improvement^ 
Where hundreds of bad and good are pro« 
fnifcuoufly mingled*. Where the time of 
boys is fa* ebtirery at their own difpofal^ 
that of the four^and^twenty hours but twfo 
or three at the titmoft are fpent under the 
tnaftdrV eyey xjfAt remainder, when we 
deduA wlfat is employed in the important 
bufsnt& t)f purveying, in quarreling, and 
in play, we {hall find: little left for the 
purpofes d£ volumary improvecacnt. But 
tmlefs much* previous pains havebeen.be- 
ftowed,hovrcan:wiit expeft that boys com- 
pletely left to their own difpofaU goaded t^ 
i<ttenefs and diffip&tion by example, incit^ 
b7 thi fame means to fenfual gratificatioo, 
and dcftStute. of guiiie ormbnitor, fhould 
TohmtatiVbct^l^c tiiemfelves ta improve- 
ment ? Siich inftances are, I believe, (uS^ 
ciifcntly rafrc ; 4nd wherever they occur, 

w<; 
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we may be dSatcd that the fooiidatidn 
had been ieud.at home, .Where this ir 
Wanting, albtiiat can» from the nature of 
things, be ^Yjquircd.at fchqol, 14 merely a 
yeilbal Jcnowledge of iche;l9f|guage8» The 
mind will not '^textainly at this^^^ye feafoii 
remain flattonftr^; it; will be'l}iarpene4 by 
fisJ^cion ; : its fagaciqr.wilibd^ oaHed forth 
by {dS&mc&i dnd th^ e{cp«ri^<^ ^ i|aiid, « 
deceit, dnd* perfidy, will giyQ a {wmatore 
eidftence. to the fedings of :iQdisi9t{on,: 
jeaiottfy, and revc^e^ It '^ therd^ore ipri- 
dem, that where b(^$ are i;o. be fern to 
great fcbools, an uncommon degree ofpre-, 
yious pains is nec4fl[ary>in order ^to fecure: 
them {rovfk all the fatal' confequences of 
fach a plunge, and to enable them to reap, 
all the benefit which fnch tnftitiHions are 
calqulated to produf:<;» , 

If, in analyling the facukies. of the hu- 
man mind, we find that Providence fa^ 
Tfodc a manifeit diftiuAion betwixt the 
fc»cs, by leaving the female foul ddlitute 

of 
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BiedMcie m to fubmit to ibe Divme deciiioti. 
I^e tf; fSLpaa €ifqa%^ ve fiod t^t no fueh 
fsiX^Mtf Imlmn (hewtt b3r He^eo ; it is 
fedimbtiafi^ utHfli m id coofidler, by t^at 
tfig^ W» ttk« OfiM 06 to ddpife tbe gifi^ 
df <3d& i. W^ we Mgteft t)(e cultiva- 

ctddfly tk^w^i tsai Wd &«er o»tfelv(e$ 
Adt we aA ia cmiMt wfth owr Atml^ty 
faUl^f let tts exa»ke the mode <xf 
educad^ti Mopitd at our grta^ boardiii^^ 
^ho^) Md ifa^s iRrbfiph of the ^idOtiefe of 
tI^rocilH%asaiei^detttyt(»i<d^v«f Let 
Us tefied 06 tb^ ttactttir id Whithtd^catiott 
is toodfti^ coftduifted at hoAie, and f«^ 
Uouhcc hov fat rt is 6aJcalated td briti|; tb 
perfeaioft thofe high iflteMeaaal cftdow- 
niebts with which HeaVeti has etiitni03cd us? 
Conid it be prawd^ that the t^tipnal fe- 
Ci^cs are Ittikcd tifdcfe to the Tex; and 
that the dmies tb'which i:hejr are called^, 
as intelligent and accouutaMe l)eings, as 

daiighte^rs, 
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danghmrs^ fiftcrs, srivei, motlicrs, aod 
membet^ of fodccy, could be eqnallj wdl 
performed by neaas of thofe powers 
which ihef have in conwoa with the brute 
aeatkm -, dica might the h%har facuhkt 
of the fottl be negleAe^ with ii^nitj* 

To die wretched beings wbo are de« 
(lined to be ifaut up in the zenanas of 
Eaftem defpots, reafon would be soc oidjr ' 
an bfidds^ but a end gift* The aoeooi» 
pfifluaemsy however fuperficial, wlacli csai 
hdp to amufe the liftlefs boon of hopeleft 
captfvky^oughlbj ihem to be prized as a 
rdbiate fo>ai wietchednels. Confidexinf 
^emiefves in no higher light than as vaam 
objcfis of fenfual appetite, it is to this point 
that their whole endeavours w^ neceffiniljr 
be direfied, 

<*Bi«Jl Hilly and completed to die tafte- ^ 
. ^Offic|fiiljppnsiice*^<o£i^tockuu)^ 
•* Tad]v^a9d.upUtbeioQg»e,,;iDdpaUth«'€j€^ 
^* Tet empty of aU good, wherdn coofifts 
^ WomoD'sdttiiKftic bsooitr 9fiA ^ef praise/'*' 
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' Soph eduoatioA tp vfombU fp deftiocd 
U perfeftly appropriate; and thcLfole in-? 
pfijififtcncy *Jiieb we can ikrtft in tbe 
D?ft0ro fyftcm, is in pcrmitdng thtfir foris^ 
0Si W(iU a& daughters, to pafs the moft im? 
pombt pmod of ^outh undrt the tuitibo 
of fuckde^^cd bppgs. By tfacA are the 
fced^ of i3W)ralidcpravlty. cffeSually fown ; 
^tid^llpth, ivd i^qranci^^aiid'pHde^ aad 
felf^uopprtatice; t^ith cvcqr fpecies of corf 
fuptiofi, J)^fcd9le the inheritaPQ? ^f the 
j^ildro^ cpmmiuc:d to their care. . tSa<^ 
gre tfaejcoofi^Q^occs that stuft nece^rily 
foilow^ Wheathofe whojire d^(|i|icd to 
jnftnift others arc .themfelves.4eAitute of 
inftruftibn,! . . ? : ' 

Where the chief aim iij education is di^ 
rq^ed to any other point than the improTCf 
mei^of the/intelleauat and ©oral powers, 
an artificial charafter wiil be produced, 
which, neither guided by reaifon, 'ribr in- 
fpired by any noble or geuerousTentiment,, 
.^ill be the mere puppet of opiaioii) an4 

the- 
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xbc crewire of imitatioiL Bat if imitatioir 
h made to fu]>ply the ufe of reafoo, is it: 
probaUe^ tbat the early affociations will be 
fuchascolead themiad tochufethebrighted 
patterns of virtue? Alas!.' experience has 
follyprovcd the xontraiy. Experience 
fliev^ius daByJexampIesrtf.thc fatal confo- 
quaces of carrying the fy&em of zenam 
ediication intp pra£)tice; ia a xxmmry where 
women^arc caDed to aft an.imponaot part 
on the theansertof Ibcietyx Without intdw 
ledr there cactbr na principle, and without 
principle there can benofecurityfor virjcoe.' 

In order to cultivate tirr.incelle&lal h.^ 
cuities to advantage, it appears to me, that 
we ought to accompany. Nature in hci? 
progrefs; and as ibc gradually unfolds thi9 
powers of the inind^j that we fhould devote 
ourfelves to the improvement of eaalffaf 
cuhy,' in the order it is by her prefented. 

Afluming this as a principle^ I ihall pro* 
cecd in. the following Letters to examine^ 
VX the firfl: (dace, the faculty of Percept 

TION, 
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tiok; fiiewingtheadvamagesthasareto 
be derived from its aifidaous cultivation, 
and the- very great di&dvantages that 
accrue from its -oegleA. 

Attektiok is the next fiibjefi that will 
naturally fall under our confideration* I 
fliall be at feme joins to ilh&ate its im* 
portance; and fliall notfcru]^ to advance 
upon It arguments which appear conviu* 
dug to my own mind, though thcy^ are 
unfiipported by d)e authority of others* 
If they are founded in truths they will 
ftand the t^ of iitveftig^ition; if otherwi&9 
I (hos^'be ibrry to protra^ their £dl« 
: CoTiCBrrxoNisthenextficultybrought 
forth by Nature. By conception^ I mesm 
the ideas which we form of abfent ol:§eds 
(tf fenfe, or of our paft fimfatioos. So 
m4|h depends upon the vigour of thb 

* faculty, that I cannot be at too much pains 
to inculcate the necd£ty of its being culti- 

, vated with never-ceaiing vigilance. I fliaU, 
f^l^refore, dq a|l iq my power to urge 
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the cartful cultivarioii of this facuhy, by 
an ciipiaiiatiDn of the important confo- 
ijuenccs ifo Vhich it leads; and Ihali give 
you fuch hidiswith rcfpc^ to its improve- 
mept^ as^ J hope^ may he found of ufe to 
thdfe t^o are concerded iu the pradtcd 
part of education. 

l%e faculty of Judgment is the next 
that will demand our anention« I (bM 
trace its progrefs from its firft dawn in the 
inlant mind to its maturity } and though 
topiciou^ that tny abilities are inadequate 
to the magnitude of my Aab)e£i, I ihall do 
what id mie Hes to eoforce its imponaoce; 
To the negleQ of thi& faculty, ^11 the foU 
lies, and many of the vices, which abound 
watotg uS, may be fairly traced. Where 
|he jodgmemis found and unperverted^the 
imruly defies and affe^ons will notfevd 
without control ; but in order to the cut 
tivation of found judgment, it is not only 
OGt^ary that the affe&ions be uncam 
rupted, but that they \>f ^arly engaged on 
tUJid^'of truth. paving 
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* Having dwelt at large on the cultivation 
of Judgment, we*&all then proceed to an 
examination of the faculty of Abstrac*- 
TioN, This faculty, though common to 
all, and fufceptible of great improvement, 
is feldom cultivated to any perfeAion, but 
by the few whofe courfe of ftudieshas led 
them to cherifh a ttirh for fpequkttve en- 
quiry* If general reafohing were indedd 
ufeful to pone but the philofopher, we 
ihould leave the philoibpher to enjoy it 
as his peculiar prerogative. But if it can 
be proved to be no lefs necellary in the 
conduft of life than in the fpeculations of 
philpfophy, it becomes our buGnefs to en- 
deavour to find out the means which are 
beft adapted to its improvement* Thefe 
the circumfcribed limits of my prefent plan 
wilUnot permit me to explain at large; 
neither are ray abilities equal to fuch a talk: 
but having proved the advwtages which 
4-cfult from the cultivation of this faeulty^ 
{he hiiits which I (hall offer, may bc^ 

* Tufficicnt 
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fufficiedt to dircA the mind in fearcb of 
higher guides. 

Subfequent to AbftraJtion I (hall place 
what offers upon the cultivation of Taste 
and Imagination, becauie the faculty of 
Abilra^on is neceflary to both. A few 
hints Concerning the neceiSty of cultivating 
the power of Reflection will conclude 
the fcries. 

And now, my friend, that I have laid 
before you a compleat view of the plan 
which it is my intention to purfue, you will 
be able in fome meafure to decide upon 
its propriety. Where I fail in the rxecu- 
tion, candour will make allowances for the 
imperfeAions of one who makes no pre« 
tenfions to fuperior abilities. Placed by 
Providence in ailtuation undifturbed by the 
prcffure of life's cares, tho'byan experience 
of its fufierings called to ferious rcfledion ; 
bleft with leifure, and early infpired with' 
fuch a tafte for enquiry as. gives that lei- 
fure fall employment} I Ihould have deemed 

myfelf 
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myfelf highly culpable, if I had declined 
the talk to which I was called hy friend- 
fliip, and urged by the hop^ which is dear 
to every generous mind— the hc^ of be- 
ing in fome degree tifefuL The arrogance 
and ambition of a dictator are alike foreiga 
to my heart. But to be an humble inftna* 
ment in roufiiig my fex from the lethargy 
of quiefcent indolence, to the exertion of 
thofe faculties whiA the bounty of a kind 
Providence^ has conferred ; to be the means 
of turning the attention to thofe objeds 
vrblch tend to the progreffive improvement 
of the human race; is a fpecies of glory, 
to which, I confefs, I am not indifferent* 
Ifin this way 

** To coyet honour be a fio, 
•• I am the moft offending foul aliv6.** 

But left I fliould be tempted to further 
cgotifm, I haften to affure you how much 

I 2m yours, &c. 



d by Google 



I 91 3 



UTTER IL 



PERCEPTION. 



Pngrtsshe J)e0dapeme9a qf the Faculiks. 

CuUwaiim m tarhf Infamy^'^lU Gm- 
mxim with the benevolent Jffectiom* 



MY D^AR PHIEKD, 

THERE is no fatjeA mote carious io 
its aature, or that can i^oXSiAj be 
m^tt v&iverfallj imercfting, than the nuoi* 
ws in which Nature operates in the de« 
vdopement of the rational iacolttes of 
waxu Theflownefsof theprc^gtefsisaps. 
to excite our impatience; while, m fiifi, ic 
onght to call forth onr higheft adsinuiga. 
A cnrfory view of what a child acquirer 
in the &ft two years of its life, will con- 

' Tincc 
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vince us, that were the faculties to opeti 
with a rapidity equal to our wiihes, the 
powers of the mmd .would counteraft each 
other in fuch a mantier as effedually to 
prevent their tvtt coming' to' perfeftion. 
. Happily, Nature at thar'carl^ period pre* 
'feiatsan infuperabte bar to o^i^ atteihpt^ of 
hnprovtng •upon her plan. We may in- 
deed counteraft her Wife defigns, by retard- 
ing the operation of jthqfc feculties which 
flie has then produced, and on the exercifc 
of which depend the ftrength and vigour 
of the future powers; we niay fruftrate her 
plan, but we cannot accelerate it. It is not 
tillfivieorfix years -of life have ehpfed, 
that we fet aboQt this vain attempt j then 
we fometimes do fet about it iu^otod ear^ 
ncft, aiid infift upon the powers of imagb' 
nation, judgment, and reflection, coming 
at qui call, like the fpirits of Glendowci* 
from the vafty deep :-^ 

^ But dp they cpme^ when yo^ do call themV^ 

• vv Alas! 
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Alas ! we trouble not oorfelves to obferve 
whether they do or no* It is fiifficient 
that children leam to prate by rote npoiA 
fabjefts which require the powers of judg« 
me&t and refieAion to comprehend* Thtj 
repeat the ideas of others, and we are 
fatisfied, without taking any account of 
their own (lock. 

It is thus that prodigies are formed; 
all of which) as far as I have been able to 
obferve, arc a fpccies of forced phnts, that 
upon a flight view appear fair and floorUh* 
ing, but have neither ftrength nor flavour. 

Soon would the navy of England ceafe 
to be our pride and boaft, if it were built of 
timber from the hot-houfe. But akhot^ 
an attempt to force the growth of the &p^ 
ling would be d^imental to its fiiture 
ftrength, pains muft be beftowed in re- 
moving all obftru^ns that might chedc 
its rife ; its roots muft have room to ihoot, 
or its branches will never expand in 
blooming verdure. A iimilar attention to 

VOL. IX. c the 
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Sjppcars. fo pe tc^ .^ c^omial cowasds the 
Cxp;Hi&oa of %\u iot^ledoigki'powtrs. ; 

I juiYQ 9it^y obferve^ ^t tkc fa« 
^Cf of F^4:€ptioa is the firft'whidi opcos 
JO th^ hppdan mind* Though FtfrcqKioa 
i^ a ^prd dcriwe^. from the dperatioa of 
but one of the fenfes, it is .here applied to 
dqiQte the ioiprefiion made:Vpon the mind 
hf .9U the o|bj^ Qf feofe. The meaning 
ofit, as jiais applied, muft he tmderftood 
by cy^iy rope •who. r^fledsiail what he docs, 
whei^ he bf ar«ii^ ke% fcek^ &c. '' Who^ 
" eyer r^&e^," /ays Locke, " cannot mifs 
<«,iti p«>d^^f Jbi'i|; does not refcft, all tlic 
^9 words in the, >Yor}d cannot make him 
^^ ha^c any laotioa ^f it/' 

The ;??ord P^ceptioa is likewdfe fro^ 
quently ufed in a figurative fenfe.* fiat 
the If aft intelligent pcrfon inuft pptceive 
the difierence bet^pieen pareiYing the let** 

* In this fenfe, alfo, do I ufe the word Imprel5on, 
whenever it is applied to deuote mental operation^ 
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teits imfoa tlw pa^r^ttd |K»cdviiig the 
traiiiGfApnopafitioib TJie ffiwpmiw of 
9& «Q&at am 109ml o»ifae mpi cpii<«puim 
»d jiidgmeoc are veccSbtj to tbr ^dber* 

As rb^iOtgunai the AwDdfenfes wft 
die iDfetsjDf P^rceptioa^ it flUift JKcndeaC 
tjbitt iviietc tfaefe, dpecadiir the importaac 
ooes of hearing asd figfac^ are wa«iog or 
ittpccfr 6k^ die impreffioos iiiade opoii the 
itaad wiB be iiosmik im p crfe ft . Hov 
siiich tibniittpeifedioQ is cibtiateciU io iMC 
iiiftanccs, by an increafitd attCBCion to die 
peroepttoas acquiied by nmos of the f)^ 
maiftiQg perfed): organs of fenfe, is-eridcot 
b th(^ vtko are bom <leaf or bliaL It 
]S aoc that tiaeorgaas of fight or bearing 
are improved by «fe, but t^ the itund^ 
by a greater degree of atteotion to the 
ifftpreffioas made i:qpcm it by one of t hefe 
organs, Mode^ iu corrcfpondent pemsfi-. 
tions fo vivid, as in a great mealare «o 
fttpply the ivant of that oigaa Which 
NafMire has denied. 

Not 
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Nor is this all. As the ksovrledge 
attained by our fenfes is the foundation of 
Sill oar iiitelkdual improvement, we may 
obferve^ that the fpccies of attention which 
has been above defcribed, frequently ferves 
to open and improve the iacnlties in fuch 
an eminent degree, as to induce a general 
bdiefy that thofe who are bom deaf or 
blind, are perfons of uncommon endow* 
ments. If a lively attention to the impref^ 
fions received from the remaining fenfes 
can, in fdme meafure, * fupply the lofs of 
one of the moft important organs of Per- 
ception; and if it farther appears, that 
this extra attention is conducive to the 
improvement of the intelledual faculties; 
my idea of the advantages to be derived 
from an attention to th^ improvement of 
the perceptive faculties from earlieft in- 
fimcy, can neither be deemed chimerical 
nor abfurd. 

. <^ They have eyes and fee not, ears 
" have they and hear not," is an emphatic 

reproach 
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reproach pronoanccd in the nanne of the 
Moil High hj the lips of an iafpircd wri- 
ter. Any perfon, hi the l^ift cooveriant 
.with the world, may every day have op- 
. ponunjcies of applying the truth of this 
defcription. Without an habitual atten- 
tion to the impreffions made upon the 
fenfesy the percq>tiGfOs are evanefcent; 
they are at the moment indiftindt and 
cannot l^ve any trace txpoa the n^emory, 
fo as to become objeAs of reflcAion.--*- 
.^ence arife innnmaable mtftakes in the 
judgment. To , this inay be traced many 
of thofe iaiihoods, which we are fo apt to 
attribute to a wilitd departure from truth. 
Indeed the evidence of people, who have 
nev^r been accuftomed to maHe their per* 
•ceptioBS objeAs of attention, can never be 
relied^ upon; for without attemion there 
xan be Qo memory. Whoever has been 
accuftomed to make obfervations upon the 
lower orders of fociety, will agree in the 

jullice 
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ewi-, ticrtt ik^pUrtbk to a*y bot'thofe of 
tfe« kMfejf tndtt^j it might htrt be paftd 
6i^tt ittCtence.; but 4krf! ^cettratte obfervA- 
tidn Id iTK^ always «hc c6ncomkam of rawl. 
Tli^ Ifet of fh« daff hi tl^ opp^ d«fes 
dde^ fjiet ftt##jr* originate ia maKgtiity; 
iMf^y Ai'e the flanders, iflat^ytbc fal(h<>odj, 
tMt 6f]gkttt^iiiih^t ccWftifiOh bf idcds, 
ttMffdtiMdtIoft6f \«lf}c& it ki^btbe habit 
of to^ctti*2«e j^rcteptkyfi/ 

■ Befidei it^ batefoFhrfhrwicedtt the m<^ 
Hi diaf Jtfler, tJidfe is Motter ctril »ifitig 
ftorftf this Babit o^ inaecnf^^, tMt dcfervc5 
<mf liioft feriotis attctittefl. 

]^v6i'y fci^n^e ^fa)cb the htifiiaii mifld 
«afl pvttfMi tv^y ftudy ie ^hkb it can 
etigage, dema*^^ ^9 a preUttiittary, an at- 
t«ffrtk)6 to the o^€(^9 6f pctceptitn. In 
Jyf^^j^artioft as this attention ha^ beeti ren- 
dered B^Witial tothe mind, frohi the carlieft 
{ta^ 6f lift, will the r-udi!nctit9 df feienc^ 






* See Note fecond at the end of the yolume. 
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be cafy, aad die progrcfc ddigbtfiiL A 
clsad who has beoa accuftomfid to pay 
ftttentkm to its percqptkns, has Tteohna}) 
from the variDQS ofajedb of fcofe, a: fond 
gf ideas jwbidtars coadjrto faehpoiiglit 
into life; thefe, I37 the power of aflfKiafeiM) 
affift the miod in formtDg aew concepiioiuu 
Childreo, who, ckher dvoughchc fv:pre« 
faenfiblo negfe^ of tbdr painan^ or. from 
£3016 defeft in thdir ongmalconfbrmacioo^ 
have nercr made this imprdvcment of 
their perceptive faeokies^ avey-and ooeef« 
iarity TovJk be, flow iir coiaprcheoding 
ifxytiJbjtf^ They, "want, as Jt. were, th^ 
fiift Nok of the diaiQ, and have nothiog 
whereoiK to Meq che^ new ideas with 
which you prefent . them. 

That this ajiparentdiihieis is frequently 
ixithing more tiian the total difde of that 
iacuity of Attemionpwithotit which, though 
ibc five feofes i>e poflefied i^^fuU perfoc- 
tkm^ there can be no Perception, is evident 
from this Cttwm&aLWX^ viz. that when 

(uch 
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fuch children have their perceptions quick* 
CQcd by attcDtioD) this apparent ftupidity 
gradually clears away, and the mtellechial 
faculties appear often ftrongand vigorous. 
If» however, children of this defcriptioh, 
whbfe perceptions are either dull by nature, 
or blunted through want of exerdfe, and 
who have confequently no (lock of ideas, 
have informatton forced upon them; it is 
ten to one, that they will conceive fuch a 
diilike ta learning, as will make them 
continue dunces for ever*. 

That it 18 by means of the fenfes that 
ideas are fitft acquired, is a fad, which, I 
apprehend, to be now eftabliihed beyond 
the reach of controverfy . It has, for more 
than half a century, been generally admit* 
ted by philofophers ; but thebelief of it has, 
as far as I kqow, induced little additional 
attention towards that period of life, when 
the knowledge acquired by the fenfes firft 
begins to be communicated to the mind. 
The reafon of this negleft is obvious. Me- 
mory 
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mory extends aot to thofe years of child- 
hood, whcD our firft ideas were acquired. 
We can recoHeA the period when know* 
ledge was firil communicated to ns by 
others, but of our previous conceptions 
we have no remembrance. We therefore 
look upon thofe firft years as a fort of 
blank in ourexiftencc, and naturally con- 
fider them as the fame with regard to our 
children. All our pains, all our astention. 
with refpeft to their minds, is therefore 
xeferved for that period, when we think it 
proper, that^ according to cuftom, they 
ihould begin to receive inftru6iion* 
. It is no uncommon thing to fee a mother^ 
who has never aiGfted her child in the ac- 
quirement of a fingle idea during infancy, 
expreffiqg the utmoft anxiety for its learn* 
ing to read. As foon as the age for talks 
arrives, talks mud be given, or the child is 
loll! Thus is an invincible avcrfion to 
learning often infpired; while if the tenth 
part of the pains then bellowed bad been 

given 
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given at a more early pcricrf, curiofity woulij 
have been awakened, and the mind would 
have been prepared for the reccjjnon df 
fiirthcr inftruftion. The feed that h to 
bring forth an hundred-fold, mnft befown 
in good, and in prepared ground. 

Let us now take a view of the manner 
in which the infant faculties uhfbld. It is 
probable, that as foon as a child is capable 
<jf fixing its eyes upon an objcft, it acquires 
fofne idea of the objeft it beholds* Theic 
muft be for acottCdcraWetimcvery confnfed ; 
the very notion of dtftance being one that 
IS acquired by the mind, and not the natural 
confequencc of fight. To a child, or to a 
grown perfon born blind, but who has by 
an operation been rcftored to fight, every 
objcft appears to prefs tipon the eye at 
an equal Jift^ce;* nor is it till experience 
V ' ■ ■ ' ' 

* Thefamemaybeohrerved in all a/dltr animab. 
I remember beisg once greatly furprifed at feeing a 
young puppy, which I had put upon the table, delibe- 
rately put its paw over, and conle<|ueotly fall with yio- 
koce upon the £oor: I then attributed tJiis to want of 

has 
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b&s fftught the toomtrfy that either tbe 
lefaftd, or the rcftored perfoo, can be eoa* 
iincedi of it. This acquired perception k 
very gradually attaiocd^ and probably re* 
maim ioiperfed till the child can ruo about ; 
nor does it thea extend to diftant objeds» 
few^<hildrea of five or fist years dd being 
capisibte of making any diftinAion betwist 
an o1^ that is only half a miit^frcm thofe 
tiiab are ibnr or five nites diftant. The 
fame may be obfcrvcd of people brought 
up iti Towns; many inhabitants of the city 
of London^ in refpeft to the perception 
of the dift^tce of refnoee objeOs^, remain 
children during lifcr 

Ideas of the diftance of objeAs can only 
be obtained by experience; but the means 



ftnft. Bitt «i explatBition of the theory of tHion con^ 
Unttd met that the puppy did not percctfc the Carpet 
as a diitant objedl. Were man to gain the ufe of his 
fegs at ds early i period of hii life as the four-foOtcd ani- 
Mb cto» to what innumefsbledaogen wouM he be eau 
pofed! In this, as in all the ordinances of Nature* we 
iee the wi^om and the goodnefs of the Great Creator. 

of 
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of our children's experience ate on otfr 
hands. When a child of five or fix mbntbs 
old fixes its attention upon any objeQ, it 
ought to be induced to view it at every 
different degree of diilance, to examine it 
near, and to look at it far of; and thus, by 
degrees, ideas of Perception wiB be ac* 
quiredt By fome pains taken to fix thefe . 
ideas in the mind, during the firft two 
years of life, many fatal accidents might 
be prevented. 

From the want of experience, our own 
notions of perpendicular diftance, as far 
as they are obtained from the eye, are im- 
perfe£):. No wonder, then, that chiMrcn 
ihould be liable to fo many fatal miftakes 
concerning it. When a child's firft no* 
tions upon this head are obtained by means 
of a fevere fall, it is apt to produce a bad 
effe^ upon the mind, by infpiring that 
terror, the confequences of which I have 
already explained at large. This psiifion, 
as I have formerly (hewp) continues to 

operate? 
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operate upon the mind by means of sifibcia- 
ttoQ, loog after the caufe that firft produced 
it is forgotten, I have known people who 
dared not look down a precipice} nay 
fome who dared not look from a high win- 
dow^ though perfedly confcious of their 
fecnrity. Is it not probable, that thefe 
falfe fears have originated, either in fome 
ftrong imprcffion of terror, (the circum* 
fiances attending which may be beyond 
recoUe£kton) or in falfe notions of perpen*- 
dicolar diftance, given by a fooliih nurfe, by 
way of keeping her charge from danger? 
As foon as the fight is perfeA, it muft 
behold the objeAs before it. But it is not, 
till capable of fome degree of attention, 
that a child can have what I call z, percept 
Hon of the objef^. This faculty of atten* 
lion begins to difplay itfclf about the third 
or founh month. In thriving, lively chikj- 
ren, it is about this period very perceptible. 
Delightful it is to obferve this dawn of 
intelle£l in the little innocent. Caught by 

fome 
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tlie eye fixes ia eager thbugh ihorc-lhrcd 
iex9iQimciofl, cooBmooly <SDdff:igiiiacroir 
0C deligbt. The tone of mtuoe 60^ 
dben to be folloWiedw Let th£ Utck creau> 
turebe <]aDoed and tofled abois^^ till <hoxh 
you and it are rired^ But iwhen again its 
^aine looks denote a fixed attemton, ht 
noafiaocic, 1 bcQxch yoti^ havea truce- Let 
the cternd bunch of keys be iftill; 3K>t 
codeairouT, by iU^judged intetmpdoh, to 
t>reak tiie (hort i-eyerie; but rather, by 
fubmittiiag, if pofiblc, the objed: of at^ 
tentiOQ to the touch, give two fenfes an 
c^porttmity of judging, inflead of one. 
. Ac two months old, a child is evidently 
capaUe of diftingu/ifhing betwixt a wfatt^ 
ball, and z black or brown onei. But its 
perceptions mud haTebecn fuither openedf 
before it can ohferTe any difference faecwixt 
a hall covered with wUte ksther, and xme 
of may. Every (diftimQion wifiich the 
mind can make, you may reckon a new 

idea 
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idea aaqriircd^ It is la yoar power to 
middpiy thefe Oat at a very early period. 
h is iikevife unfortunately io the power 
of afoolifii mific to retard the natural 
progrdk of the mind, by pet^etuaUy inter- 
nipting its attsntioo* A child that is moch 
idanced abom, and mudi tal|ced to, by a 
verylivdy ourfe, has many more ideas 
than ooe tbac is kept by a fiient and indo« 
ient peiim. A nurfe (hould be able to 
talk nonfenfe in abundance; but then (he 
ifaoald be able to know when to flop.* 

Good temper and activity are fuch indif* 
pcoiaiz^ qualities, that if either be wanting 



* It ha^ been obferved to me by a Lady, who tp 
tiDcoittnoii (en{e and penetration has united the ad- 
vantage of mneh pra<^icai experiences that ootfaiag 
tends n^ore e£Fe^ually to retard theprogrpfs of the in* 
hvt faculties, dian a cuih>m prevalent with nurfes, of 
keeping the child in a. pcrpeoial ttot upon the knee. 
Does the poor iclant fix its attention upoo an o^ed i 
the knee is immediately in motion to prevent the poiE^ 
bility 9i itftacquiriag any idea from k. Does it fhew 
fymptoais of difpbcency or dtftre^ ^ the trot goes ob 
with redoubled velocity, till the little creature isiti^4« 
fed into fiience* 

in 
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in it^DurfC) the child rtms the rilk of being 
deficient in animal fpirits, or of having its 
temper fpoiled by improper treatment. 
Whether what are called Animal Spirits^ 
be the caufe or the confequence of a rapid 
^ow of ideas, it is not at prefent our bu* 
iinefs to enquire; it is fufficient for us 
to obferve their infeparable connexion. 
Wherever the animal fpirits have received 
a fatal check in the period of iafancy, the 
fucceflion of ideas is flow, and- the per- 
ceptions languid. In fach children we may 
frequently obferve a premature difplay of 
the powers of refle£lion; but feldoi&^very 
feldom does the unnatural maturity of this 
faculty produce any thing great or admi- 
rable* The laws of nature are immutable; 
nor can we ever exped fuccefs, if we 
reverfe her wife decrees. 

A misfortune oppofite to what has been 
above alluded to, is fometimes the confe- 
quenceof anunufualflow of animal fpirits in 
infancy* I mean the lo(s of the capability of 

attention. 
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sMteonook TfaH^fiMicvcv^iwys pracocdii. 
from intpBopcr m^BBgnneot nn vcrjr oktI^ 
life ; &Mr d|ir in«ft brely tn^utts siadfic thff 
»oft cariy dl^prhfjrflf die hcxthj at MCft* 
tfc% and vonki ■» dbabc cDBdanB <x>c«r( 
it on dmeol^ds of pcxceptioov if diqr WCM 
noi-iofodicioufly dkearied.&cntheattMipc. 

The niorr livety the flo/ve of ideat the 
more flrongly is die mind inqpellail do ioc* 
G^tefeibeiv number^ Hence pfocccds 
that curio&y fb remM^koisfe in children^ 
am edgber moire powetrful in t&c hands of 
judicious parents than the hozStsA fidcrwu 
oEdxc Syracnfim fhSaiofbcr. To dkdd 
this curioikf into proper cbaonsls^ ot^gftt 
tiv be the unceafiag objcsfk <tf parenta} cate^ 
from the difiwn of iofieilGft til icsimaturkjr. 
In eafrlf hiiaiicj, it muft: be c^chisdf 
direded to tlie acqaircOKnt of dear mi 
djftinSMioricm of ifa^ objcAac^percepiioiK 
' As fooo as ch94ren ac^ture the ufe of 
fpeee^ we maf obfervcthdrnumberof 
ideaa to increafe vAth siftoqiihmg xiiptdit]r4 

voIm. ii« b As 
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As [etters, wheo arranged upon paper, be- 
come the figns of words, fo are words the 
figns of ideas ; and as in acquiring the 
knowledge of letters, we muft learn to at. 
fociate the idea of the found of each letter 
with the written charader, fo in acquiring 
the ufe of words, we muft aflbciate the 
found of each word with the idea it is 
meant to exprefs. When we giye a due 
degree of confideration to this curious h€t^ 
we (hatl be aftoniihed at the number of 
words which a ctuld of three years old 
has acquired! 

Let us fee how many powers of the 
mind are neceflary to the acquh'ement of 
every word which is the fign of a diftinft 
idea* There muft be, in the fr^ place^ 
a diiBofi perception of the obje£^, which 
could never be obtauncd but by the exer^ 
tion of the faculty of attention ; fecondly^ 
it muft have been an objefi of conception; 
ibirdlyj of memory; ftmrtbly^ a confider- 
able degree of judgment muft have been 

excrtcdy 
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ttGtttA^ id cTifcrimiosRiog the partiailar 
found expredilre of the idea; znA fifthly^ 
that fouad mud have been connefted with 
the idea by the laws of aflbciation. Be- 
fore the child can ha?e pronounced tho 
words mamma, papa, chair, table, &c« 
with appropriate meaning, all this inceUec* 
tual procefs muft have been gone through* 
How abfurd is it, then^ to imagine that 
this period of life is worthy of no attentionl 
If the ufe of fpcech be, and to me it appears 
evident . that it is, a means of facilitating 
the acquirement of ideas, fome pains ought 
to be bedowed on the attainment of diftinft 
articulation. It has been obferved to me 
by a judicious friend, that children are 
greatly af&fted in this procefs by teaching 
them) as foon as they acquire the ufe of 
fpcech, diftmdly to pronounce the letters 
of the alphabets This is feldom thought 
of, till children are taught their letters ; 
their articulation is confequently feldom 
diftind till that pgrlod ; and it may be ob* 

ferved. 
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fenced, tfiat the aitiailatioi! of thoifc w&o 
Bcver karn to read^ is feldom diftindr 
through life. 

The impreffions made upon the mind* 
throQgh the mcdkrni erf the fight are, ! 
bcfieve; the chief fourcc of ideas in the 
perib* of mfanqri That they arc not, 
however, the only fource, is obvrous from 
the attention which children pay to founds 
and' F am led to believe, that erery thing 
wtfi^b has been faid to prove the poffibility 
of improving^ the perceptions of children 
with regard to objeSs of light, may like^ 
wife be applied to the perceptions of founds 
As people who are bleft with good fighr, 
muft, when they open their eyes, of ncccf- 
fity fee ; fa muft all who have the organs of 
hearing perfed, of neceifity hear every 
noife that is made befide them* But as 
m obje£lr muil be furveyed with fome 
degree of attention, before it can properly 
be faid to-be perceived; fo muft a found 
be Hftencd to with ibme attention, before 

its. 
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its dcg^es of intonation can be dtfcrimi- 
iiai;cd. A peribn who has no car formufict 
hears the found of a violia as well as the 
mod crittcal connoilleur : the noife made 
upon the inftrument is equally loud in the 
ears of both. To the one, it is a continued 
^nd irkfome noife; to the other, when 
tQvicbed by a mafterly hand, it emits founds 
:^xpreffive of all the festiments that can be 
itit.by the fanman breait*-Hiow elevating 
dhie foul with emoiicxis of fublimity, now 
jndting it into tcndcrncfs. . The fcnfc of 
beariitg is in th^fe two perfons equally 
-ocut^ ; whence, then, proceeds this sitmc 
ting diSerence ia their perceptions ? 

An e^aminatioa of the faculty of atten- 
VJOn may, perhaps, give us fome aflifLince 
tow^r^s the foluxion of this difficulty; 
though the fuller explanation of it muil: be 
referved for the JLetter on Tafte. Where 
the organs (Shearing arc j^rfcft, I bcliev^, 
it never happens, that a perfon who has 
lieen eiirly accuftomed to pay attention to 

mufical 
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mufical notcsj is found incapable of dlfcrU 
iiiinating betwixt gravc^nd acute founds, 
or of marking the number of notes in a 
bar, which conftitutes wh^t is called Time* 
This is the work of attention. The pleai 
fiire derived from mufical compofition has 
another fource. It is an emotion of taftej 
and under that head we ftiall examine it. 

Some children appear to have much 
quicker perceptions than others. • Where 
this faculty appears weak, great paibs 
ought to be taken to invigorate it,. The 
mind ought to be won to the examlnatibn 
ef objefts by every engaging art j nor 
fliould it be fufFered to reft fatisfied with 
fuch a flight and fuperficial furvey, as may 
convey a falfe imprclEon. It is by repeated 
and attentive examination, that children 
learn to perceive the differetice betwixt 
inanimate obje^s which are put in mo- 
tion, and fenfitive nature. Without fome 
pains bcftowed in teaching this diftinAion, 
children either learn to attach ideas of 

Wims^tiou 
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animation to mcchaQicai motioo^ or of 
inicnlibility to all Uviag objcAs^ that are 
inferior to the hnman lize and %urc. The 
firit is th^ caafe of a thonfand foolifh ter- 
rorsy and the latter leads to many inbnt 
afts of cruelty. I have feen a child afraid 
of the wheels of its little chaifc^ when it 
faw them put in motion ; and known the 
work of a great clock, or the (Iriking of a 
a great bell, excite emotions of terror to 
an advanced period of life. Had the 
perceptions been in infancy %xercifed in 
-examining the nature oiP objeAs, thefe falfe 
fears could never have been engendered.' 

On tt»e other hand, if a child has not 
been accuftomed to examine living objeAs, 
and made fenfible that every thing which 
lives has fenfation; it may amufe itfdf 
with torturing the inferior animals, till 
habits of cruelty are deeply implanted in 
the mind. 

So nicely interwoven are the moral 
feelings and the intellefiual faculties of 

man^ 
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wan^ ihan^nn ]iq>offlbkt3ff€6h3a%t0:hn^ 
prove thf lone^ivvriulB the fothcr is segleftcd 
«ir dcftrojied* jn die cdhmtk>n of ifae 
perceptive EBodhies^ we laythe^vodattoti 
for that quick diTceiinmeat, wliich is equally 
neceflaryinaoqiuriogjiift notiOiisjof ithimgs, 
and in difooverJBig die true path of tnotail 
jriftitiade* Bythetn^leAtafthcrefacultitis 
we x\oi ofily cn&qUle the miderftaflidip^s 
but Jaijr itbe foundation i>f thdfe faJfe aiTor 
ciatioAa^ which extend their baleful Anfliir 
cbce 10 tLt(ikifie(Slion$ of the heart. 

As it is bjr means of Axitmion onljr that 
theperocptions catibeiiUprovcdyl fliaUpro- 
:ceed to a more fxiinme examination of ichi^ 
important faculty k the foUpwit^ hesacv 

Farewell, 



tET'3^^1^ 
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^he Power of Attention in improving the 

Petceptwm.'^The Velocity of its Opera* 

iion so great as to render it frequently 

'inPpereeptiblt.-^''Th€ fnjluenee of the 

f^m^ns ^upm >Att^tm.!^Ittiemmikm 

nnO ixx9rc($a:coD?iAioo of thexteceffiqf 
^ of ciildTating ^ fa(:ulty of 4tt£n» 
TioN^ nothiog lOQi^ is jusccflkry^ ^lian.to 
4JesnoD$rate k^ beiog effaidad to the ope« 
yation of cy^e^' other faculty. 

Tbe £?flfes are the organs of infomia^ 
^Son to the tnhid'; and upon then- evidence 
the learned and 4w v^lgsur le^ wi^h ^uail 

confidence. 
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confidence. Yet the clearnefs, and, in 
many inftanccs, the trutli of iheir evi-f 
dence, depends upon the degree of atten« 
tion that has been exerted.- Where the 
exertion of Attention has been habitually 
neglefte^, the fcnfcs lofe their vigour, and 
the perceptions become languid and. con- 
fufcd;* but where, on the cjoptrjiry, the 
p^ception^ have, been .exordfed by atten- 
tion, they acquire new ftrength, and are 
brought to a degree of perfeftion, which, in 
fome inilaices, appears^ife«Ktraordiilary, 
The truth of what is here advanced will 
appear beyond all difpu^e, when we ,confi- 
der, that people, who, from their peculiar 
avpcatf6ns,as huntersj fiiiors,*&c; are |ia- 
bituaHy intent upon diftiantobjeds, become 

_ _ ' I ji I 1 .1 J i ■■ i J > ' M ■ I ■ !■ II I i - 

• It Bday 'be pbferved,»that th^ Ipjrec order of feb 
Tants frequently appear dull of hearingj^^and that with? 
out any defcd ita the organs of vifion; they often do 
^ not fee the obje^s before them; ^nor^ till oonfiderable 
pains have been taken, do they perceive minute differr 
jcnces with regard to the (ize and colour of objects, or 
whether they be ftraight or crooked, &c« 

capable 
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capable of diffinftly difcermng ohjcfts at 
fiich an immenfcdiftance, as totally removes 
<liera from the fight of fuch as have never 
t)ccn accuftoraed to make fimflar obferva- 
tions; while, on the other hand, ihofe 
who have from early life been accuftomed 
to examine minute objcfts near the eye, 
frequently become purblind. This defeft 
evidently j'riereafes with the incres^e of 
luxurf, '^hit^h <Iraws people together incb 
cities, where children arc brought up in 
ignorance of all the fublime oV)e(b of na« 
ture, and have their fcnfc of fight perpetiu 
ully occupied In a narrow fph<rc. 

I am aware of the otjedion that may be 
here flatted, oti. account of Ac formatioa 
of the eye; from which it appears, that 
Ihort-fightednefs muft be the inevitable 
confcquehce of a certain degree of con- 
vexity.^ But why is this convexity con- 
'fined to people in certain fituations? ' Why 
does It only appear in thofe whofe purfuics 
^d avocations demand minute attention? 

To 
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•To id catuml deficfft in the organg. o^ vifio&» 
thfi chiM of' the pc^nt is as liatflc a^ che 
cU\d of the princes . but idiom fliall ^ 
jneec witli a iborx*%ht43d perfon^ who has 
^en from infapcy accuftomdl to the ob- 
ifervation of diftast o^c^s ia 4ie /:ountry. 
^Does not^his evince the wond^n>worJcing 
^wer of Attention? 

Tbofe who et^y the bldSkigs of fight 
fiand ^earia^ receive through the medium 
f0{ thefe fenfes (o tmiok informaKion, that 
.tbey pay liltie«H0mioB to the feufi; of Sed^ 
ittg* But whenjn p^lcM!! 4s deprived of 
fight, tUis.fettfe bep^mes fp ^ece^piary to- 
iB^ajrds the acquirement of ideas^. that the 
.^tentk>n is ih^ (urped towards it fo effec- 
tually^ as -to make it apf>ear to the vulgar 
•like the acquireraeat of a new fcnfo. The 
ikiQ <^ my })and is fis fine, .th^ nerves are 
4k9 exquifiiely fufc? pti()k0:^ ^vy bliod per* 
/oil's v^atever J yeton feeling the ihcct of 
paper o^ itbieh I write^ with th^p . utmod 
^tentbo of wUc^ I mi mw ft^J?^^^^9 I 

cannot 
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^aaaot ptrcti'^t any ^Kffi^rence 1>6twttt the 
)»rt that & wriitCB) aad chr renainder of 
tile pag«9 yet lUs, i kooMr^ would hav^ 
becQ iofhftitly (fiftinguiflied by a blind lady 
with whom I tms formerly acqaatiited« 
So'exqui&e had die ieiiicof feelfog^ ift tbis 
Ikly beeome, that I have fecQ- her thread 
a fina cambrk needle wrfb the Viimo& eafe, 
the aperture of vflkibh eo^d fearcely be 
deemed' by my ejre; and (6 acute was her 
petaceptioti of quantity , that i&nKiakig her 
hstod along the front wall of a new apart- 
jtent, (he inftantly dUcorered an error in 
pi^ciOg the windows^ which had totally 
cfeaped every other perfbn. From this, 
and fimilar eircumftances, I am perfoaded, 
that by Attcmion the fcnfe of touch intghe 
be made much more uftful to us than it 
generally is. 

The fenfe of Tafte is originally equal in 
the peafent and the voluptuary. In the 
peafant, it remains through life limple and 
uncultivated} but in the votaries of hixtiry^ 

it 
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It 16^ perhsfpS) the only perc(^tioa that k 
brought to. any degree of pcrfcftion. Of 
all our fcpfcs, this of Tafte fumiflics the 
mind with the feweft ideas of reflefHon; 
the qultivatiop of it i$ therefore lead eflefh* 
tiat to the improvement of our intelledual 
faculties* Is it. not ^ then, lamentable^ to 
find the attention in early and in later 'life^ 
fo exclufivcly direftcd to the cultivation of 
this fcnfe ? The perfon wl^O'cannot diftiti* 
gtttfh the difference of colours, mud necef« 
farily have indiftiod conceptions of parti« 
cular fpecies of beai^ty.^ He who cannot 
extend his obfe;rvation to diftant objeds^ 
muft have his (lock of idea^ proportion* 
ally limited; but though a man iho^ld not 
be able to diftinguifh betwixt the different 
taftes of parfnip and of turtle, the nui^ber 
of his ideas of refledion will fuffer little 
diminution. The fame attention that is 
beftowcd in acquiring this delicacy of per- 
ception with regard to the palate, would, 
in an equal degree, increafe the perceptions 

from 
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from all the other organs of feiifation. And 
the only reafon why the habit of Attention 
is more eaiily acquired in the one inftance 
than in the others, is, that Attention is in 
the one cafe ftimulated by appetite, while, 
in the other, it has no fuch (tioaulus* 

Thi& naturally leads us toconfider the 
operation of the paflbns opon the faculty 
of Attenticm* This operation I conceive' 
to be mutual; the paffions roufe attention, 
and attention increafes paflion by a fort of 
re-adion. 

By Attention the exiftence of every paC- 
iion is prolonged in an unnatural degree. 
Wherever the attention is neceilarily di- 
vided betwixt the objed of paifion and 
other obje<fts, its, force foon diminiihes* 
No perfon, who is under the neceffity of 
earning a fubiiftence, is in. any danger of 
dying either of gr'ref or love. 
. Where felfiflmefs predominates, we ihall 
find the attention perpetually alive to every 
minute circumftance, that can in any wife 

aflfcfi 
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tStO: the eafe^ hcaltb, or comfbirt of tfas 
perfoti' concerned} whik thattvhichaffeas 
the esky bcakh, or comfort of ocbrers;^ » 
totally oterlooked. Wbete tb^ atocDtxoft 
is tlias exckrflvely turned to fdf, k xiercf 
fails to create a fufeeptitility of fecBog^ 
which deceives the miwd imO' a» opinion 
of its own ex^v^ifite ifenfibyity. Bot whw 
is the ictoftbirrty^ that is not wilder the in- 
fiuence of benevolence? Let thofe who 
piqu^ themfclves upon the poflcffion o£ 
this amiable quality, try it by the ceft I 
have given. Let them obfc^ue, if their 
attention is as much alive to. whatever can 
afifca the feelings of others, as to what^ 
ever even remotely concerns thcmfdiwcs* 
Let them efthnatc their feelings by the 
manner i a which they feei for the trouble 
and mieafmefe they create to thofe aifouod 
them* If attention be turned to kffen 
this trouble, and' to alleviate this uneafi-* 
Jiefe, with as much ardour as it is engaged 
itt leffening and alleviating what comes 

home 
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home to felf, it will' produce thatlcguiinate 
fcufibility, which is born of benevolence. 
But where felf is the great, the only objeft 
of attention, fedlbility and felfiflmefs may 
be confidercd as fynoniroouSk 

By the : attention which a delicate ftate 
of health demands, a difpoiition to.felfifli- 
ncfs is frequently produced. Another 
propf in favour of my argument, as it ibews 
the power which attention has over the 
affeftions of the heart. When dircfted to* 
wards others by pity, love, gratitude, or any 
of the fympathetic emotions, it increafes 
the difpofitipn to benevolence; When 
cxclttfively devoted to the ftudy of felfifli 
gratification,' it augments the fpiric of fel- 
filhnefs. Hence the neceility of teachmg 
children to pay attention to others. 

I h?ive, in the former volume, given foffic 
inftances of the operation of felfiflmefs in 
thpfe who arc the flav^s of terror; Let 
us now obferye the power of rius paflion 
in. quickening the faculty of attention. 
VOL, n. F The 
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. Thie ftnongrfl feds bk)Oght forHird By 
die advocates of nUturd ahttpaffi^ a& go 
to prove, thai perfons Uii^cr the inflticSte 
of fuch antipathies haveafdrtofinftiflftivfc 
knowledge of the prefcnee of the objcfts 
of chciir avdrfibn. As for inftancej a 
|>erfoa wito has a natural antipathy to k 
tat, will immediately dtfcover when one fe 
in the room, even though it ihould be cF- 
fcaually hid from his fight. The fame 
-^cies of fagacity I once faw in a Lady, 
^6 had to antipathy to dead bird». StK)ti 
%ftet* entering the parlour of a frieni^ 
houfe, where iffiie ttrcht oh a morriihg-vifit, 
thcgrfe^ lick, and fnftantly dedai-ed thaJt 
there inufl: be a ^dcad Mrd in the room* 
The bh^d-'cage was immediately cammed, 
and poor Dickeyfbund dead atthebottorii 
V>f the cagel 1 a* tliat time bccatne a c6n- 
^ert to the doSrine Hf atftipstthiW, zbA 
Siould probably have remained Jb eVcir 
^fter, hitd I n6t been led to rc6e£^ dn Afe 
power ^atffentidfe in the ftteft9tl^'impit>vt. 

tticnt 
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tttefatiofthcfaciilHc^. Oii ccmfidcritig dib 
fatjta, it appeittd tb mc^ that Jf the fcnfe 
of feeling din, by iht ptjwer of habttdal 
attention, convey thofc ntccpci^ceptidns of 
lH^ furfaces of body, whicb, to pcoffc 
HhO have not thus tkctcKtd their ancn- 
tibn, a|>ptar altonHhing and incompre- 
hcnfible; ^y might titit atteotidft (fthUtt- 
lated, as it mud be in ihefe mftaoces, by thd 
fciptilfe of avtrfion) produce a like fitrly 
pcrceptit>ti bf fmcll? That a pttfoti vAk6 
has had his atcetitiott fVequendy thtrs di- 
ffefted, tnay be able to perceive a ccrtam 
eflatria Which dfcapcfs the obfttvatlbH of 
others, is no ftibf e exttabrdinar^, than that 
a Mind perTott fiiofald be able to difliiigllifh 
colotir bythetottch. 

1 am too well isiwart bf thfc tafte fot the 
Wondirfui that prevails on vulgar minds, 
to expeft any of that dcfcriptibn to enter 
f tito this mode of reaffotring. To mrods of 
a higher order, thetrfotc, dblttowaddrtft 
toyfelf J and finccrcly ^opc 1 thall one day 

have 
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have the. plcafure of feeing the fubjefl; eni- 
tcred upon and-puffucd by thofe who arc 
equal to the inveftigation. To men of 
fcience who are intimately acquainted with 
the human frame, the fubjeft muft be par- 
ticularly interefting. (c)* It is they only 
who can determine, how far this power of 
attention may explain the apparent effefts 
produced by charms, and all the long eU 
cetera of fooleries, which have in every 
age abufed the credulity of mankind. — 
Should it appear that the wonderful cures 
effcfted by animal magnetifm, traftors, and 
fuch like inefficient caufes, may really be 
explained by the phasnomena of attention, 
it will tend to raife the importance of our 
prefent fubjefl. And I confefs, I am the 
more fanguine on this point, upon confi- 
(Jering that the efficacy of all thefc wonder- 
working charms feems entirely to depend 
on the attention of the public; and that, 
like the hyfteric fits of fine ladies, they 

. * See Note at the end of the Volume. 

ceafe 
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ceafc to operate, iHt tngmcnt they ccafc to 
be'otferved. 

Attention is not only neceffary to the im- 
provement of 'our perceptive, but is cffen- 
tial id ihe operation of all our intcHe£hial, 
fectlflt?es. How much memory depends 
upon it, is known to alL By habitual cxcr- 
cift hi operation becoihes fo quick, as to 
require, in fome inftancds, no inconiiderable 
degree of rcfleftion^ to make us fenfiblc of 
its having aSually been exerted. 

Profeffor Stewart, with that enlight- 
ened penetration which cbaraflcrizcs all 
his obfervations, has traced the operation 
of attention in Tome of thofc aftionsj 
i^hkh philofophers had formally conff- 
dered as mtchanical. He has, I think, 
moll fatisfaftorily proved, that the moft 
raprd performer in mufic rauft ncceffarily 
pay atteption to every note he plays, 
though his attention is fo cvanefcent as to 
leave no confcioufnefs of its exertion.* 
I cannot pretend to improve upon his illuf- 

* See Elements of the Philofopfay of the Human Mind. 
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p^tjpns ; biu I nwy he permitted fo j;iy(? 
an example more familiar to mj own fe$f 
tl^^n t^pfe whtf h be h^ *d4uecd, 

Yog^ I know? can knit; and capi d^ 
i^ fo \iy«ll^ th^t ypij , m^y Ijayc forgpt the 
pToccfs of leaping it^ J,^}iq thc^ que pf 
yxj.ijr children, Mrh9 kuQW§ i^othipg of the 
giajfcr, and in teaching l^f, you will obr 
j^rye thp di||ipp|fy of the pppr^f ion. Thp 
ppfition of the jieedlf s muft firft be attended 
to J then the thread muf^ |?c t^yifltcd roAin4 
tjbie prqper linge^ j ?lv:?3ii||p ftitch quft be 
lifted ]^Y ^^ P^^^i ,Aen the fore-finger 
lof the right-hand nwjp: caft the tl^read 
rp|i^d the needle, which X9u{l thei^ he re« 
c^rg^d through t^ Ai^ch i and finally, the 
ftuc]p.qLu(l b|e gently drppt by the iieecjlp 
fjpL^^ielcft.ha^d, Wfthou; injury to ^^e reft, 
pvery ppe qf thefg ppcrf tion? require? ^ 
feparate -and fixed ^teptiop ; and yet by 
^bit t^ cpff^ to bp perforfpcd fo »?tpidly, 
that vft appear xo g^ve them qo ^oughi* 
l^y hab^tXean perform ajl thefe opc^atio.ny, 

whik 
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ipy wlj^ole undlvj^ded atteqjtipn* According; 
to the opinion of the jaftly-cele^rate^ 
£f artley, mj. mind 'p^s 90W no conceui ia 
thj$ Drocefs. He v^ould fay, that the mo- 
tioj^is of my fingers ^^ cling to pnc anothec 
•< ia the way of aflbciation, the afts of yo- 
*' )i;ipn (or will): grouping Icfs and Icfs cjc. 
^^ prpfs all the ti^e, till at lad they 1;>ecome 
*5 cv^npfc.cnt and imperceptible.** But 
th^t the attention is dill, however imper- 
ceptil^ly^ engaged, is evident from, this, 
that xhc inpmei^t I drop a ftitch, it is taken^ 
notice of j and that, however deeply pn- 
g^^ged \n piy ftudies, I do not forget tg^ 
tujn the fti;ch that marks th^ fcam at every 
fecond ;-ound. 

Sl^ould any grave philofophcr deign tp. 
look into thcfe pages,^ I will permi^ him. ^o 
fmile at this fimple illuftratiqn^ ^T^ich jhic 
may, if he pleafes, call> ar^menium ofife-^ 
nfinam j but if it ^id ray dcfign of exhibit- 
ing the pp^cr of attcntionj^ as effential in 

every 
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^cr^ ^oftJtnVary ppefitlbn of mind or body, 
it will fiilfy ahfwdV the purpofe for which 
I intended it. 

' The great bbjeft of this jmperfe61:,'th<5* 
perhaps too tedious, examination ci the 
faculty of Attention, is; to iiiipieifs'a con-* 
TifliQii of the^ncceiTity of 'its carfy and ai- 
fidiidus cdtivatipn. '^ In this we are happily 
affiftedty thatcuri6Cty,">^^^^ even in the 
dawn of inteiieft j? obvious in the infaint 
mind. When . this curiofit'y calls forth 
dttention,. let us not coyr^teraft the wife de^ 
figns of l^ature ; let us f ^.ther be affifting 
in bringing to pqrfeftlon . the plan which 
ihe has' in a manner Iketched.. ■ In the ex^ 
amination of fenfible dbjefts, let all the 
fcnfes.bis duly ex^rcifed, that tTie ifTdiftinft 
ideas jjec.eivcd ^broqgh the medium of one 
of the' fenfes^aybe fully cleared and exV 
ptained by the other?. ; ...... 

Here ts a baU of white cotton, there Is 
one covered with white leather, and there 
^^QOtheiC pf ivoi^ i hot only fight, but feeU 
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rag, and hcarrng^inuft be cxercifcd, before 
a child can difcriminate the properties that 
eonftitute their effential differences. In 
doing this, ho\^ inany poweVs 6f the mind 
fnnft be etnployed, in all of which atten* 
tion is rmpli^d as an effential? 

As the* fphtre of obfervation enlarges, 
the x)bjefts of attention muhiply on every 
fide; upon thefe the judgment now begins 
to be frequently exercifed,' and the rudi- 
mfcnt^ of invention appear.' The mod cC 
feftual aid which wc caci give to the pro-* 
grefs 'bf thefe powers,* rs to provide for 
their proper exercife. The child whd k 
f At ever cooped up in a nurfeiy, and whiy 
his no other objefts whereon to exercife 
its curibfity and attention, fave a few pretty 
painted toys, will foon have its curiofity 
checked, and its^powet- of attention weak- 
ened. Id thefe; circumftances, neither 
judgment nbr invention can be expeded 
to difplay themfelves at an early period. 
They are both tonftantly anticipated by 

the 
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i| wpwld hp, *.)3r«cb of duty to \pt littl^. 
ijijfdlcr ^e the trpuWe of afiing ox tl^iukn 
ipg ip ^y ipft^ncf; for himfclf, 

JJot :^hfrp tl^e circumftaiices of p^rp?^^ 
happily forbid the a^epdai^ce of a traii^ o£ 
J^,cxq^n^XJ jpind-peryprtcrii, are. the ct^ild" 
Xffi ^^^s, p^f^fKed to rp?p tjlip adyapf agf 
9f thpir J^afjbc«u Too oftea b^ve: I Ijp- 
lsc)4' tl(f ^jaddipg ipx^UcQ. as effpftu^lly 
Qfpp^ by, the inj]adici,ou$ auticipaticms o£, 
^ ^odidg^t mpf l^er^^ as it C0jul4 ^aye betJO^ 
^y tljie |3j9ft fqoli/h uurfei^-m^j^. jClvld- 
rco #q fifp^ ;^9cpftoi»e4 tQ fli^ ^e^ics p^ 
^D^^n^ fuMrii^fci^^t^ ^d pff\;eutjc^^ 
te^? 99 ffldugcment to the ^cqi^ijcfp^cpt ojf 
^hp^ h^^x% .of ;^ttei^|iQn^.whj^ch lcf^i5^C|; 

« ^qW ta.fl^?, ^;^ f wil^^ it for yoff^ 
f* gee! jvb5t^:pice c/oflafos t^e^f ai;p jp it!" 
Jhe^bp^ is fi}fpe4» the coi^^ ar? f^efl, 

Pleafcd 
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]^I(^e4 wiih tbc pQvelty, UttJe mafter agiun 
^efres (q l^ave |t pp^ ned, and a^ain ihis 
cofi^pli^is v^xJiii ^s rec^ueft The requd^ 
9f r^tl^er pc^mandji is agaiix repeated, and 
complied wpki ^^U p:iamnia grows urc4» 
ap4 then % ^deplares (hat the naitgbtf box 
yff\\\ not open any more! The iUrhtpnow 
which fucceed&, }s ((ifled by more comfiti 
from ^erpocl^ei:, qr the popr cbild is 
coaxed to, r.c(usie the firing by which ib^ 
painted horfe is dragged round the roonu 
^U this I I\aye feen> and fimilju- pcc^rfences 
may be mw in ypnr recoUpftion. Let u« 
fe^ l^ovf ihr f^^^ circtunftitnce is managed 
by a judicious mother. 

f^ Here h a pretty bo^, m^mpia; 1^ is 
^} wq|i*t 9pep, all tb^t I can d^/' 

* Tbat bQ?> niy dear, won't appx by 

< fof^ej thp lid is fcrewed od^ and it muft 

< be tfffB^d in fuch a mafiner as to take 
* out the tpfC9(. Obifcrve. There— it if 
^ Opencd-!-HPW fechovtjic pan ijifit fisps, 
^ f s cut in th9 ^nner of a JTcicw*' 

"Oh, yes. 
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« Of tesVnow'l uibder'ftand it; fori 
" remember %hat papa told ihe oiie day 
*• about the cork-fcreW, "when 1 was Ibok- 
" ifigat it: bat I 'thcmgtit tKere was^no 
•• uie of fcrewsj" but to draW' COrks." - 
' ^ All fcrews are made tip'oli the ' fatme 

* plan, or' pritici^le, as it' is called;' will 
^ ycb remember that word?* ' 

'^ ** Yes,' matnma; but what'clfe is there 
**-hefides^'c©rlc-fcrews,'* and fcrew-Ijds for 
*«' comfit-boxes ?" *'" '■' y^- 
' * Many thlfigs, my love, are made upon 
•4he fam^er principle. ^ A'' ptece of furhi- 

* ture that is juH by youV is made upon 

* the principle of the' fctew; and if yoii 

* will find' it but, I will giVt youa kifs.'* 

** I fee! 1 fee! it is the ftool on whicti 
** my fifter fits at the piano-ferte. ' It turns 
"arid rifes juff Kkc'the fid of this Box." "" 
' This' Icene I have likewifd witncfled; 
Does it require any jirgumeht to prove 
which ot thefe children ' would be mod 
likely to pay attention " to the objefts of 
' *' perception? 
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perception? -Can we be at any \ok to de« 
icrminc, which would be befl prepared for 
receiving inftrudioa ai; that period, when, 
in the minds of unthinking people, inftruc- 
tion cpmmences? 

As my portraits are all drawo from real 
Jife, I ihall, if you pleafc, uke a view of 
two families brought'up on the oppoiicc 
principles. I have here flatpd. The pa- 
rents of each fainily were equally fond of 
their ofispring4 The children were equallj 
promiiing; and, had the management of 
their early years been equally judicious, 
I have every reafon to believe, that the 
intelle^ual endowments of the children of 
each family would have been much upoa 
a par. . 

Mrs. X. was a dom^ftic charafter, was 
much Zft home, apd always with her child- 
ren. Unfortunately for them, flie had 
conceived the idea that education was to 
be the work of their teachers, and that 
till they learned to read, they could leara 

nothing. 
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nothibgi To keep them dm df Mrmi 
Way^ toamufe^ to feed^ add to.^e(s theiB^ 
file ccnfidered as dilii06; and piqubd hisN 
fclf on giving up foctety in 6i*der' to dfti. 
vote herfclf to their perfdfibattce. Fbl: 
their amufement ihe fpared no kxpbnee in 
the pnrchafc of toys; her fitting-rootn ^a^ 
filed ^Ith the painted fragtnints of btokti 
chariots and difabled horfes, Frefli toy^ 
fepplldd tbc place of thofe ttat Tirere de*. 
)»Dfiflied» and one of the adive powers of 
the mind was thus brbiight fdith in iht 
love of *oveky. This flwwt-h'fred ps^oA 
Was fiicfceeded byfetiety, and faticty by 
{filgtift. !f tier cnriofity ap^itared, it Wai 
itoiiifcdiAtely reprefiH by thofe foolilh an^ 
fwcrs to every enqniry that are thopght^o 
primer for chiMren* 

At tehgih the appointed period fol: 
fcatntogto read arrives. Induecd by thfe 
pretty bcfokjby noveky, and the reward of 
Ibg^r-pltiiB^) the child g^ts ac^aitited With 
to leftdrs^ Novelty th«li ceafes to ope- 
rate; 
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ttfe; the pifctty book liais !bft its chartm, 
and fugar-plums Strc no rarfty. flo ihat- 
tei-; tiie IdTons tniift go 6h ih tegular 
feio^ii-fe. The poor child, \irbo ncVcr from 
the ho* of its birth has had its attention 
fc5*rcifcd upon any objcft iiihitc^cr^ mat 
tKW iltcnd. Without toy dillinft idea 
ti^n any fn'fejcft, without toy link m th6 
fehain of affociatibn, it muft now Iteri-n t6 
ife^cat words that arc fct down for it, R 
ha^ no curioGty to be gratified j nor, indeed, 
ts curiofity endeavoured to bte excited. Btit 
US ^1 Kttie matters and milfe^ tf ftrch an agi 
ieam to rtad, it too muft icam at all events. 
What is the natural cbnfequeiiee? The 
thild acquires Ah ihfoperable averfioh to 
rcadittg, '^^hich long operates as a bar to 
every improvement. That this teafly hap- 
pens^ I can aver from aihial experience; 
liaving known a difld ex^ftly thus brought 
1&^, who, at nine years of age, would grow 
][)a:le at the fight of a book, and at the pro^ 
t)ofel'of reading would, bythcfalteh couit- 

tenance 
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tenance and dejefted eye, plainly evince 
the moft deep-felt averfion* 

In proportion to thc.viyacityor dullneft 
of the power of conception, this averfioa 
will be the more or lefs uhconqi^erablc. 
Where conception is languid, it will 
probably remain fixed for life; and the 
only reading that people of this defcription 
will ever take to, is works of fancy. In 
thofe the languid imagination is aided, ia- 
dokncc is gratified, and the mind that is 
incapable of combining images for itfelf, 
enjoys a fort of childifli pleafure in furvey^ 
ing thofe that arc held up to it by others. 

Let us now turn to Mrs. Z.'the mother 
who taught her fon the properties of one 
of the principles of mechanics, in unfcrew^ 
ing his toy. In this little incident, an ex- 
ample has been already given of the me- 
thod flie took to call- the attention of her 
children toanaccuratc. examination of every 
objeft that came within the fphere of their 
obfervation. Every field flower which 

the 
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^ejr|[adiered in cbdr waHcs^ever^ pobfafe 

xirliich they piclred up in the road^ was a 

icwce of new ideas to dsejr tuoAer miods. 

CXiriofity wais thus awakened, tvmed toils 

pT6per ohje&%j and ib jttdiciotifljr gtattfied, 

as to lay ike f<iaiiddiioa of a love of know* 

4edge, the firfl: ftep fo ait iiiifMioveixmit. 

Readiflg was taught «iich estie, ^nd confi- 

^dered by the children la the light of a |>ri- 

viSegCy^^n^r thff^a tafk. To keep the 

-ibfre of mlicinndtion alive in the 4iiisd9 

cni^ioicy tias often, tut pstrtiaHy^^rified; 

•Vkd fcdl infomation pe£ened to the pct^tod 

KKfben ilie children might theorfetaes ac« 

. qmsc it from ixxxks. 

. How gfeaftaafly .the lotvc «f aeading 

toay bcitiras infpi«ed, will appear ih)m the 

f&AU>mng incidontt-^The ddeil iitde boy 

of a family brought up cxaftly as I have 

Ssfinribod, when abom nine years of age, 

:iwas{>ttt tolheep m a Mom when^ (bme cdd 

ihadbs^were kept ia an opendoiisc {amoqg 

ibkfk was Popc^^ifWitiflattoa (tf the Wad, 

\K9tL* u. o which 
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which feoQ attraded the young gendeman^s 
attention. So delighted was the boy with 
its peroial, that, as it afterwards appeared, 
he afed to watch the firft dawn of day, 
(and it was then the middle of fammer) 
take his book into bed, and read with avi- 
dity for hours before the family were ailir. 
This might never have been known, but 
for a query which he put to lus mother, to 
whom he conftantly applied for afliftance 
. in every difficulty. That wluch now per- 
plexed Um, might have pofed more able 
critics J I (hall give it in his words. *' Pray, 
** mamma,*' faid he, *' what was the reafon 
** that Venus, who was quite a truegoddefs^ 
« could not make her fon ^neas immortal; 
*« while Thetis, who was but a fort of baff- 
^^"godde/sj could confer immortality upcMi 
"hersr 

Do you not conceive, my dear fiiend, 
nay, do you not^^/, how the heart of the 
parent mud have thrilled at this proof o£ 
penetration and iagacity in her darling 

boy? 
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boy? What a diarming opportoBky of 
explaining the nature of fabulons poetry; 
of giving diftioA ideas of hesahen mytho^ 
logy ; and of impreffing upon the nund a 
clear perception of the fuperiority of a 
fubiimer fyftetn ! In the hands of foch a 
mother, we may believe that fuch an op« 
portunity Would not be loft* 

You will, perhaps^ attribute all this to 
the effe£l of extraordinary genius. That 
this child was not a boy of ordinary capa«^ 
city, I muft allow : but ftill I am of opinion^ 
that had he been brought up from the 
cradle as the children of Mrs. X. were 
brought up; had his attention never been 
awakened to the objects of perception; had 
his early curiofity been reprdTed, and no 
aififtance given to his mind in the ibrm* 
ation of its ideas; his conceptions muft have 
been neceflkrily fo much lefs lively, fo 
much lefs accurate and diftinA, that his 
genius, at the time we fpeak of, would 
havebe^n far from appearing extraordiimry. 

Far 
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Fsr fSrom tcmfider mg ail to be horn vtixh. 
tlicfamc degree of intelleSualcapaci ty , 1 be^ 
}ieire theare are difibrem degrees of ftrengtll 
add vigour in tbe intelleft as well as m the 
eoi^real frames But tet not this analogy 
ca^ry us too far; let us not imagine that 
tbe memal, like the bodily, powers, will 
expand of their own accord* Nature ha$ 
provided for the prefcrvailon of a certain 
degree of ftrength, beauty, and propor- 
tion, in the fpecics, by m-daining that wter^ 
tbcfe are greatly deficient, the race fliall 
foon become esfctinfi; but the race of fool J 
may, alas! be multiplied withont end. 

The utmoft care that can be befiowexl 
on the improvement of the perifliable fa« 
brie, can add but little to its ftrength; 
virbereas tbe mind^-^^the immortal, the im- 
pcrHhabfe part— is happily fo formed^ as 
to be iiifceptible of prdgreffive improve* 
ihent through the ages of eternity. The 
wifdtrai, the knowledge, of every genera*. 
tipB is an accumuiaced treafure that de- 
. : fcends 
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icesda to its poftcricy. We. in tbi$ 9g9 
are bora to a rich inheritance; let us noty 
likq pFodigaU». fquander it upon unprofit** 
able trifles; let us rather put it oat to in^ 
tereft, that the capital of the fucceeding 
age may be ipcreafed* The fur^ft method 
of cfFedting the increafe of this iotdlcAual 
fiock is to hj, a foundation for the itn« 
provement of the mental powers^ by an 
ajttention to their cultivation from the ear<^ 
Jieft period of their cxiftenCe. For this 
purpofe we mtift obferve, (and the obfer* 
vation cannptb^. too. often urged) that the 
appearance of the di^ent faculties of the 
jpmd is not Amultaneouis, but progrelBve. 
We too frequently expeft every thing from 
reafon; but if |he preparatory i^cukies am 
liegkacd, reafo» will never ripen to ma- 
turity. It ia they which rauft ^fFot^ the 
materials on which reafon is to operate. 
Nature has afforded a fpace for their exm 
erciie; ihe has given time fqr their attain* 
i»g.fome,d€gree of vigour, btforc rcafon 

is 
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brought forth. It is in not attending to her 
wife regulations, that all our errors in edu^ 
cation originate. Let us ftudy her laws, 
and in them admire the blejQTed provifion 
which the Divine Source of all perfcftion 
has made for the happinefs and improve* 
menc of his rational offspring! 

Before I take leave of this important 
branch of our fubjeA, I wi(h to propofe to 
ydur conlideration a few obfervations upon 
the nature of thofe trains of thought, which, 
from the firft glimmerings of fenfe to the 
lateft period of exiftence, flow through the 
mind in a never-ceajdng current. Every 
article diat pompofes this perennial ftream, 
has been an object of previous attention; - 
and from its prevailing materials, every 
pcribn may, upon felf-examination, learn 
to what clafs of objeds the attention has 
been chiefly diredcd, Joy and grief, com- 
placency and refentment, each introduce 
trainsof ideas of correfpondent complexion; 
While the mind is a|ftcated by any of thcfe 

ciP(Jtion$^ 
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emotions, the atientioQ cumot be torned 
to indifferent olsjedl^ ^thout a violent ef- 
fort; and if thefe cmoiions frequently are 
introduced in early life, we need not ezpeft 
that die effort ever will be made. Hence 
the iaq>ortance of preferviog the tender 
mind from the dominion of paflion ; hence 
the neceflity of exerting otir mmoft cndca* 
TQiurs to conquer in infancy thofe unruly 
defires arifing from the gratification of felf- 
will, which give a dirc£Hon to Attention 
unfavourable to the culture of all the men* 
tal faculties* 

If the trains of thought, which in our 
waking hours inceflantly flow through 
the mind, depend upon the nature of the 
objefis to which wc chiefly direft our at- 
tention, it appears of the mmoft confe* 
quence to our fuccefs in education, to turn 
the atmtion to fuch objeds as may intro* 
duce trains of thought unconneded with 
,any violent emotion. This is the great 
advantage of the purfuit of fcience. When 

it 
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It tcrttmefy h^ppei^^ rhat tte attwfiiott 
is thu^ direaed H(i early life, the mmiff 
paffions trill not gmm a prems^ture admiffic»r 
mto tfie yooihfuJ bofom. Many a tvtfti 
nymph inTghthave been faved from healit- 
Itlt mifefy by fuch a knowledge of botany 
or mineralogy as tvotrld eompletely fcavc 
occupied her letftire hours ih retirement} 
While, from tjhc mere want of otjefts to 
engage her atteptJon, the Damon or the 
Corydon that firft prefents himfclf, feldom 
fails to become fatal; to the vacant mind. 

Where the attention has been early ca- 
gaged in fiflion, it will not, without gneat 
difficulty, be turned to realities. The caufe 
is obvious. It is the bufincfe of fi^fon to 
excite emotion J the mmd delights in ihis 
excitement; and whef^ ft ^s frctjuemly 
pifodiiced, whatever is deftitute o^ it will 
appear infipid. If, then, we would have 
the attention engaged in the fervice of the 
intelkflual faculties, and the faculties em- 
ployed in the fearch of truth, we muft 

carefully 
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careMif al^ia from iQtrodocittgeiMtioM 
miiavoorable to oof defign. From the 
dircdioQ which is gi^en to die power of 
Attektiok, the ti^ns of thought vM 
derive tbetr.coloQring; and the chat adcr 
will uldmaceiy partake of their complestioo* 
On the truth of what has been here ad- 
vanced, every pcrfon who reflefis on the 
operations of his own mind, is competent 
lo decide. No one who has been accnt 
tomed to this refieftion, can be infenfible 
of the power which the attention has over 
the mind, in introducing tr^ns of ideas 
correfponding to the objeAs upon which 
it has been engaged. The more philofo- 
pbicai the mind, the clofer the chain of 
aflbciation by which tbcfe trains of thought 
areHnked together: but the lively and the 
fi^ious, the phflofophical and the unthink- 
ing, are atike Kableto receive impreffions 
ftom the prefent objeds of employment. 
He to whom this fecret of the human heart 
\tr^s open} He who fonaed the mind, and 

intimately 



d by Google 



[^ 1 



1 



intimately kbcw its various pr<:qpeQi]fie$f 
forefaw the coafeqiience of pcrmittiDg the 
chain of ideas^ naturaHj introdnced by the 
Imfinefs, tht pleafures^ and the purfutts of 
life» to remain unbroken* He fore&w, 
that by thk means the heart nmft foon be 
alienated from its Maker. . His wifdom 
provided the remedy. " Remember the 
^^feventb day to keep it holy^^ was one of 
die firft injun€lions given to thie humaa 
race: and a liitle refiedion will convince 
us^ how admirably ^is decree was faited 
to that law of our nature, which I hav^ 
above endeavoured to explain. 

If our pr^fi^nt occupation neceffariiy en-* 
gages our attention, and our attention in- 
troduces trains of ideas allied to its ol^eft, 
it neceSarily follows, that, 19 order to 
recall the attention to a contemplation of 
whatever is remote from the general obje£^s 
of purfuit, a total change of employinent 
IS the moft effe Aual means that could pof- 
iiWy be devifed. Wit.b the refi that by 

the 
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the Divine appointment took place on the 
kveath day, the ideas of infinite wUdom, 
power, and goodnefs, manifefted in tbc 
creation of the world, were inevitably aflb- 
dated. A fenfe of the Divkie pidence 
was thus keipt alive in the mind of man ; 
and as long as this (alutary inftitotion was 
dniy obferved, the trains of thought which 
It excited, (ailed not to produce obedience 
to the Divine commands* To this tmdi 
the biftory of the Old Tcftament gives 
ample evidence. We there fee, that at 
whatever period the obfervation of the 
fabbath fell into dtfufe, the knowledge of 
the one true God, and obedience to hb 
moral laws, were equsdiy forgotten. Nor 
ivhere it was obferved moft pnndualiy^ was 
the obfervance of any nfe, when the aflb- 
ciations that were at firft conneded mt\ 
it, were changed into a gloomy and illi* 
beral fnperftitioB. Such was the cafe at 
the time of our Saviour's appearance; but 
far from being abrogated by him^ ** who 

•*camc 
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^ came noi to ^tooy thekw, but to fqlfil," 
this infticution^ founded on the oature f)f 
the humiLQ miod* ?nd coev^d with it§ crca* 
t)OD, muft coBciouc obligatory liil the nor, 
ture of. the human mind is cb^ged. From 
the period of our Saviour's death, it pre* 
fents a&ciaricms ftiil more Juterefting ta 
the heart xl^m the idea^^ of creating, power* 
It is to us a perpetual oitmorial of an ^^. 
Qrance iuto.^.'flatqof etfimJ happine6; % 
returning feftivil of gratitucie. apd joy ! 

Addreffiqgmyfelf to profe8odChriftla»s» 
I fiiould not have thought it neccffary tQ 
fay fo much upon this fubje^, if I had M>t 
'^bferved the erroneous idcas^ concerning 
ir, which now prevail. What harm in 
ihere in doing this ? What fin is there in 
that? i$* ^be.copamofi a^nfwey to /every ob-? 
^diou ^gainft; purfuing the pleafures or 
the bufiuei^ qf life on . Sufid^y, From tb^ 
icppe of my ^gxmtm it will appear,, ib^f 
Ac barmA^^\htJin ai^ife$ from perpetua^r 
ting, traiitafflf ihQtighl, f<«ci|H to dii tltet is 

of 
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of real importance to oor eternal wrl&re^ 
Such a total change of employment on 
e^cry feventh day, as will ferVe to break 
thtfe afibciatioQs which tie oar hearts td 
the world, and to introdace trains of 
thought favourable to devotional fenti- 
mentvto fclf*examination, to humilitj, and 
beoevolence, cannot be deemed a matter 
of fmall importance; and mod earneftly 
would I recommend it to parents to accuC* 
torn their children from infancy to this 
change* The change of employment ought, 
indeed, to be fo managed as to produce 
delight^ which it wiH never do, if Spnday 
be made a day of wearifome idlenefs, or of 
gloomy reftraint. Lee it be a day of love, 
t)f cheerfnihefs, of familiar intercoorfe with 
yonr children. Let their little hearts be led 
€0 rejoice in Him wh^ made them. Turn 
their attention to obfervc his goodnefs in 
the works of creation and providence. 
Make them fenfiblc of the benignity which 
decreed a day of reft to thofe inferior ani- 
mals. 
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uaisy ^tch are fo ufefiil to matt: and hj 
every means in your power, endeavdtir to 
introduce upon the day fet apart for the 
ferviceof God thofe trains of thought^ 
■which are conneScd with the emotions of . 
delight and gratitude. 

It has been already obfervcd, how far 
our aflbciations are influenced by time and 
place. By this law of the human mind 
the advantages attending public worfliip 
will be fufficiently explained. Every prayer 
to God for Divine grace to affift us in 
conquering the evil diipofitions to which \ 
we arp, alas! too prone, introduces aiToci- 
ations favourable to virtue: and if any 
particular hour of the day is habitually 
thus employed, the return of that hour 
will introduce thefe aflbciations to the 
inind. .Hence the advantages of devoting 
the morning to religious excrcifes. The 
train of thoughts introduced by thefe is 
the bcft prcfcrvativc againft temptation. 

I leave 



d by Google 



[ 9S ] 

I leave yoo to porfae the fnbjcft myour 
own refledtions; and be aflurcd, that it b 
worthy of far more ferious invcftigatioii 
than has now been bcftowed upon it by 
your friend* 

Adiecu 



lstt;u(. 
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LETTER IV* 

CONCEPTION. 

Introductory Observations. — Mr. Lock^i 
Dcfimtion of Discernment applicable to 
Conception. — The Evils arising from the 
Want -of clear and uccwr^tte Ideas. -^Hcw 
these are to be obtained.-^Conception to lie 
exercised in early Life, on the Objects of 
Perception. — Books. — Peculiarity of Tern- 
perament. — The Conceptions of melan^ 
choly Persons languid.-^Observations. 



YOU exprefs your apprehenfion, mjr 
dear Friend, that the invefligation 
upon which I have entered, will appear too 
dry and uninterefting to the generality of 
female readers* I cannot, I confefs, chink 
(b meanly of my fex. I cannot think, that 
any, who have the lead prctcnfions to ra- 
^^ tionality. 
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tidhalttjr^ cati be d^imtc of ccfftdficy re« 
fpeding thofe various powers ol ilie aund 
Whicb they aire cbnfcioas of exercifing. I 
cannot tbiDk, that foth of them as arc 
hddotired with the charadet- of oiothers^ 
eati be ihd^erefit upon a fobjed^ their ac^ 
tuirate knowledge of which maf produce 
confequences of fuch imponaoce to thei^ 
dffipHbg. Thofe, indeed, who are deftU 
tut€ of all feelhigs towards their children, 
e3£cepi thofe of vanity and ambition ; thofe 
Whofeatfe£bion is but a fort of extended 
i€lf*love$ may turn from an analyfis of the 
intelledual and morat powers with dtfguft, 
for to them the flody would be of bo avail. 
Let: fi&ion be their guide, and prqudice 
tbeif teacher; but let it not be expeded, 
that (bt children of fiich fhonid attain ex- 
cellence^ No, not even in thofe accom- 
pliihmentB, to the acquirement of which 
the beft years of life are excluiively devoted. 
, The mother, who finds it difficuk to en- 
ter into futgeds that, require refiedion, 
^Voia. II. H has 
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f itemees m gaud sg^itd^ fimilar .pbftai^ 
to/Jmprw^nent ia she oaSnds of ber cbil.4? 
|xn; -ScnfiWe^ 0$.ite:i«aft b^ that nhtf 
inahffitjr ^rifi^s from;^ oegkja erf tb^c^Ij 
fitil^ratibii of ber e^ritet laculties, Ihemli 
be doubly ofiidttQUS i^ Kcqiairiog fuch iUur 
miaa£i©o.a$.may.d^ea hit to tbe .prpp^ 
path of mftriKaSflnrfor ber iafam cfeirgc* 
In a book on Education £bc will n^i^tfeek 
for mere amuiemefit. ; , nor will flm <^ if 
afide, becaufe it cont&ias principles wbkb 
requuie fomc degree of reflejflton to udder- 
ftand; She will go orer tbefe principles 
with, attention; exanune and re^^m^ne 
tbem; comparing tbom all the while wUh 
her own jconfcioufnels/ and bar owtn pl^ 
fenradon; neither permitting herfdfto 
condemn, nor to approve,- upon a t^urfory 
glance. Thofe who read from fuch mo* 
tives, and with fuch views, will, I hope, 
find enough in thcfe Letters to engage thoyr 

at^ntiQUi. 
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xttcfftion; whUc, fdfy fenfiUc of the iffl# 
poifibilicy of blending much of tfap.figarct 
Qf fancy vith fiich fabjcfis, thdy wH par* 
6cm t];i6 writer for addreffing ibe jodge^ 
aienfc xaxher than the imaigiiiatiooi^ 

You^ my dear Frieod^ aod/tfcofe who 
like you iave a: ferioas iatercftm die ob* 
jc& o£ our prefent myeftigatiob, viU notr 
g^ akmg with meln examining d» EKxikf 
of CoQcepcion ; a faculty whii:fa attendoo 
n>'the obje<5t8 cf perception oatandly tuk^ 
fMk; afid ^ich attenuM alone can bring 
td'^iiiaiwity. 

- 'GoK<!x^PTH)N not only pr^enta co the 
ts&id diftioatK^ions of the abfeot db^c&g 
ol- peflrception^ but likewife poffisfb die 
po^er 6f' combinifig thofe ideas, Iq as to 
ghre us diftinft nodon^ of «l:gafis we have 
never fecn* 

The ball (or d»k) of white cocton diat 
is now before ttie^on the taUe, to me is an 
ol^tSt of perception. You, perhaps, have 
noAich objeA in view ; but no fooner do 

I mention 
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I ihoifon i^UiaQ yoA have a concqition 
of its^pptortaice*^ Neither of us, perhaps^ 
ever hw a^bclH of gold thread of equalfiize; 
but 'both (of us can condeiveof it; and 
could conoeive it, had • we never &cai 
facb: a^thnig/. as gold thread in our. lives. 
By our. perirptions wehave olia]ped.aa 
ideadfgqld'i^by thcfe, iik^wife, we have 
learned tins nature of jdofiilityaod tenacity* 
We are'told, that gold as fuffieiently -dufiik- 
and tenacious to be dravm out. into ithe. 
fineft threadSi; and. tUs, we can iponcdtrir^t 
although we never faw it done. . . Of due-- 
tility rand: tenacity we may. have a juft po- 
tion rfromxxperience, thpu^.we may be: 
unacquainted with thertcrms by which > 
thefe properties are expriifled; but if we/] 
have -no fudi ncHion, it is. not an alcquaiiH:^ 
ance with the terms that will lead us to a. 
conception t)f the^poffitnilty of convertings 
arpiece.of hyd and hea»y-traetalinto;flqic-. 
ible wire or thread* l 

• Hence 
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Hence aj^ears the importaoce of ac- 
quiring habits of accurate perception; 
fincc upon the diftindnefs of onr percep- 
tions the clearnefs of our conceptions 
evidently depends. Attention is equally 
jndtfpenfable to both facukies; From an 
habitual want of attention in examining 
the objeds of oar external fenfes, arife 
erroneous Conceptions; hence faife aflbci* 
atibns are formed, tending to mtflead the 
judgment and perven the reafon. 

That mind which can moft juftly and 
accurately rcfledl the images of its former 
perceptions, is bcft prepared for the excr- 
cife of all its higher faculties. 

What I have here fafd of Conception^ 
you will perhaps think is, in fome refpeAs, 
equally applicable to memory. You will, 
however, pleafe to obfervc, that there is 
this difference betwixt them— -memory is 
employed upon the paft, while conception 
includes no idea of time whatever. With- 
QMt memory there could neither be con- 
ception 
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ccption nor judgment, Ii is, therefore, a 
faculty which certainly deniands the moft 
affiduous cultivation: bctt as the cuUivati<^ 
of it feera$ to be almoft the folq objeft <>f 
modem education, and as rules for its 
improvement are to be met with in every 
tre^tife on education, I fliall only touch 
upon it incidentally* 

Much of what Mr. Locke fays of dif- 
cerning is ftridly applicable to conception. 
" It is not enough," fays he, " to have 
•* a cotifufed perception of fomething in 
♦* general; unlefs the mbd has a diftmft 
^ plcrception of obje£^s and their qualitks, 
*• it would be capable of very little know* 
** ledge. On this faculty of dlftinguifiiing 
« one thing from another depends the 
*^ evidence and certainty of fcvcral cvpn 
** very general proJ)ofition& which iiavd 
*^ paffed for innate trmhs.*' Again; *' How 
f^ much the imperfefiion of accurately dif* 
" criminating ideas one from another lies 
" cither in the dulnefs or fauks of the 

" organs 
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^Vx>rgns of fenfey or want of acmciiefsy 

^^ cxercife, or attcotion, in the undciftand- 

^f iog^or haftincfs and precipitancy natural 

^^ to fome tempers, I will not here! ex« 

^^ amite; itfuffice? tatake nottoc, thelt this 

^ is one of the .operations that the mind 

^^ aay i^ed on J and obferve m ttfelf. It 

'^ is of thatconfeqaence to its other know^* 

" ledge^ tfaaty^ fctrtu tlus faculty is in ii* 

^^.fiifduU^ drnoi rij^tljmadeufeofy fcMTthc 

^f^diftingaiftimg one thing from another, 

^^ fijut are ournoiions cmfyfsd^ and our 

^^ reaftm and jfudgiMntdTittuifteiAor mifled.'^ 

All the foregoing pafTage applies ta the 

Gi(moeptioas« The hbAtj v^ be in iffelf 

either duH and languid; or from habitual* 

imttention «o thd objoAs of perception, 

upon which it fffft begins to operate, it* 

ni^jTbe ioaccnraie and cGttifbfedJ la^^be* 

memory of p^rfonl whofe cooceptfonsare, 

jFirom any of the above-mentioned caufes, 

larignid a^d indiftind, every thing feems to' 

be ih^e(t in umfufiom •/ •' '•-^ ' ii 

' ♦^^ Where 
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, Where there is.oo accuracy of <SQBcqp% 
tion, the power of recemioQ is <>f . wry 
litde iife» We c^arly fee mftanopsof 
people who rememherchiqgs as if it were 
by halves, and in their repetition of the ob« 
fervations or of the ocqirrences ^hat have 
been related by othei^, they go on foun- 
dering from error to error, and withoait 
any intention to deceive, . are perpettially 
guilty of the mod flagrant mifreprefi^nta-* 
tion. Hence arif<p jhany, if not all, of thofe 
petty ilrifes, .jealoufies,^ asd refentments, 
^hich are moil, inimical to the happinefl 
of focial life. 

As withomjuft and accurate concepitons 
the true meaning of mi author can never 
be difcovered^ to perfons^who laboinr 
under this confafion of ideas^ readings in- 
ftead of being; a fouros of imprpvecient^ 
is the very rcvcrfe. Unhappy the author, 
Tjvhofe writings are fobjeSed to the cri«* 
licifm of readers of, this clafe! From the 
^onlufipu of their owa y.ea^ tbej 8«;e. fgft 
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tffir miftdkiiig or pcrvenkig the locaniiig 
of others; mtd totally mconfcious of thcif 
fffm want of di(cemrae&t, they fcmple not 
(Q decide asd^io pronoqnce with confidence 
Pjpao what they dP not underftand. 
. The mind wbofe conceptions are in 
gqitf al clear and accurate, will not be for- ' 
urard in prououncing a ^ecifive opinion^ 
Upon a flight and;. partial Jnveftigation of 
any fabjeift whaceyeF: it is mifciHicepticm 
tl^ac, in many inftancess gives riC^ to prqa« 
dice and tQ;i$jn(|ice, 

As accurate conception is alike nece£* 
iary to the acquirement of knowledge^ and 
to the pf aftice of qgindoqr ^and himulity, 
rihall make po ^>oIqgy for. dwelling upon 
ihefnbjc^^t fame Length; pointing. out 
the caufes, %9m which^ as I apprehend, a 
deficiency ia this faculty generally- pro-^ 
ceeds^ apd giving fuch hints as may be 
iifeful to its improvement in early life. 

This faculty in a particular mannef par- 
^^spf.the difpofitions of the mind. It 

accords 
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accords with the tone of the pafios^; atrd 
as thefe incline to the cbee!^ or the n^fi- 
lancholy, the coaceptioss iHil genersrilj^tye 
found to be lively or languid* Whait give* 
ftrength to this concldton iii, ihait uptm 
fttbjcfts which €(»refpond to the tone of 
the affe^ons, the conceptions of the dtilkft 
perfoQ are fufficfemljr acute. ' ' 

^ A felfifli perfoi), whofe ideas upon every 
^her ft:^eA afe langilid and coiifiifed, wiH 
have clear and diftihfi: conceptions of all 
that relates to felf-intereft» I have knowtt 
thofe who could n6t by any means be niade 
to comprehend 'iHe fimpleft propofiuon 
upon any fubjed of iciefifce; vi'hofe ideai 
of the aHairs, the fedings, and tbeinterefti 
of others were fi> faint and languid as to be 
with diflGicultyTCcaUcd; who,*ieVenhelcfsi 
had fuch clear and accurate conception* 
\ipon whateter protnifcd to: gratify thcif 
own avarice or ambitioii, that they couH', 
in thtfe points, enter witheafe into the moft 

clabowrte 
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elaborate difquiiitton, purfue the moft io* 
cricace chain of reafooing, or follow the 
.longed feries of calculations. . It b cvkknc 
from hence*, that the dolncfs of conccp* 
tions upon >th(r. fubjeds was not the 
defe6): of Natuj^^ but originated m the 
predominance of feUi(hne&-^an affi^ion, 
which, wherever it prevails^ engrofles the 
powers of isutenfion. 

And herQ'let it be remarked, that in aU 
the feliifh and diflbcial paffions, fadb as < 
^my^ jealonfy, rancour, &C4 the flow of 
the ideas is dull and languid; and that 
wherever thefe paffions predominate, the 
conceptions are never (Irong and livelf*. 
How great, then, is the folly of parents, 
whP) while they wiih fboir children to be 
pofiefled of wildam and. knowledge, pay 
no attention to the birth of thofc paflions, 
which prefem the moft infoperable bar to 
the aecompKihment of their wifhes! 

Pride is a; pajSion not panicularly at-' 
tached 10 any pecidiar tone of difpofition. 

It 
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It attacks the lively and the ferious, xKo 
felfifli and benevolent; but its operation 
tipon the piowers of conception, in thefe 
oppofite characS'crs,' is efleniially different. 
In flrong and vigorous minds, pride fome^ 
rimes ftiniulates to the defire of knowledge* 
In this cafe it adds ftrength to 'the power 
of coneeption; attention is then exerted^ 
and exerted with effeft* By means of this; 
pafTion operating on an ardent mind, the 
talk of inftruSiop raay^doubtlefs be ren- 
dered eafy to the tutor. By him, there* 
forfe, whofc fc4e obje6l is to give his pupi¥ 
knowledge, pride muft he confidered in 
the light of ati ufeful auxiliary. To ihofc' 
who confider the perfeftion of the moral 
charaftcr ai an objeft of ftill greater iml- 
portancc thau the attainment of any, or! 
even of aM^ the ifateti^'nal accompli&i* 
ments, pride will appear in other c<?ldor$y 
nor will they wifli their childrcii to pluck; 
of ,the tree of knowledge, like our firft 
parents, at the fuggeftion of a fiend! : • 

Where 
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Where prklc unites itfelf to the dmid 
and low*fpirfted, no conceptions, will be 
found iiveiy or .vigorous^ excepting fach 
as correfpond with the tone of the accard« 
ant paffions. :. While upon^ fach minds jchc 
recital of ^great andmoble^aAibnS) inftances 
o£ the :tiiofl: exalted :^enerofity, and of the 
mod diimterefted bchevoknce, inake little 
or jio imprefliOB; — the cddcepubos are 
Hyely^ with regard to.thefltghtcft.»idica« 
tion of contempf i they are vigorous in ihc 
reprcfeatattQn of injury qr injtiftice; and 
vrherever pri^ or felf-love are concerned^ 
ihey arc uncommonly vivjd. .: .. .^^ 

Where a tenden<^y w epvy ^r wfiUgpitf 
pervades the xoindi the coujceptton will be 
languid with regard to all that is fublime 
OJt beautiful/ cither in moral actions or fen- 
titcent; whiKl with eagle eye if will fcize 
on every 'blemi(h^ This, as has been aj« 
ready hinted,, is th^ inevitable confequence 
of the direiEtion given to attention, for iq 
that direAion alone v^ill tbe^ coiis^ion^ 
bevigorous- ^^^^j^ 
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Wifely bas it been ordered by Natare, 
that the pcmier of coDceptida&buId appear 
in fihejDiind at fq «irly a period^ as to ad« 
mhrof ats ibesQg cdtkateid to feme degree 
of perfefiaon, before the diiTGcial paffiona 
ha:tfe any abiding inflneiKaeriiithe heart. 
The more this facuky ts exercifed upon 
material <$bj^f in eariyJifiK^ thelefs &ance 
wilt thdb ipaifioDs bavc^ «f gaiiiing ao af* 
cenidaiidy; ^ ' l^e worki of Nattir* a^d of 
Art prdent an tnexhauftibteifonrte of ideas 
to Aofe wt^o are taugik to examitie tbcm 
with attention: andwberfe tfec attention is 
thus direded, the trains of thought intrd-i 
dnced into' the mind \f\li be of tn oppdCte 
Mamrefj^ (hofe whitb'ptK>du({e turbuleac 
emotion. • 

- The mtonei* in which children defcribe^ 
what they have feen or learned', affords the' 
bcft criterion that I know of^ whereby to 
^rfltmate the ftrength and vigour of conccp-^ 
tibri. By requiring clear and accurate de^ 
fcriptions^ we do much more cd invigorate 

thi» 
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tftis facnltf ^ -diaai b^ aff daciet kflbns ia the 
woiU. Cfaildreo, who have never faoea 
cxercifed in'this way^ are at firit at a great 
lois for expveffioa; and it is ao iiKiaS ad^ 
vantage to the mind to be thas ics to work 
for words to ^exprefs the new ideas it has 
acqoieed^ /A;4ktl& affiftance any at: fitft 
be iioi onlf ufefld^ but neceffiiry. But of 
aJHftance- in .this * way the parent ought 
uever^to'be Isviih; as it is: one of ibat 
greaceflt dnrirbadks upon the improvcmait 
of.tljue mfam faculties, that teachers^ to 
(;ive thaoCelves utHsfak, tell. all, and leave 
the:jchildreQ;ito tell odthiag* i . 
. ; { hsiw if ormetlf wciced^vtfaat the. quicfci- 
itcfs vor ^ ilownefs of the courfe of our 
ideas depends* tmuch upon the dtfpofition 
of the(miadt6 oelaacholy or cheerfufaiefs* 
Cbildhopd iscoa^^allf chiferful^ and the 
flow of idefts^-at that period of life is con* 
iequemly > ipapid* . Nature has wifely or- 
4Giined:that it fttoilld be fo* The power of 
ffficQi^'by which we iaa manner <irrdt 

idea& 
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ideas m their courie, is not then brought 
forth ; kf that at this period! of life child"- 
ren could oot avail tbemfelves of the 
flowcT' fuccefllon of ideas to isscreafe their 
knowledge. 

As the' ideas of children are. fcw^ and as 
the courfe of thefe ideas is rapid, it follow^ 
that the fame ideas muft< freqikcntly pa6 
through the sniod* . Here> likenrife, I 
qbferve a. wife proyifion made bf Nature 
for the adcivation of thefirft iacdlttes that 
appear^ and in the cultitatiot^ of whith 
the ftrength of the other faculties ultimately 
depends. Incapable of long and fixed 
attention to any otjeft, a repetition of the 
fame ideas is abfolutely nedefiary to the 
due operation of thefe powers. This 
circumftaBce I believe to be very little 
attended to. We judge too much of tht 
minds of children by our own; our ideas^ 
except when under the iniuence of fom^ 
of the exhilarating paf&oni, flow in flow 
iffcc^on. The frequent repetiticmr of the 

fame 
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fame idea is to us unnatural, and confe- 
. qucntly irkfomcj hence we ralhly conclude 
that it mud be the fame with children. 
We therefore injudicioiifly prefs new ideas 
upon them before the mind is prepared for 
their reception; and by doing fo, we often 
render inaccurate conception habitual. 

Viewing the fubjcft in this light, I con- 
ilder the multitude of little books that are 
now given to children at an early age, as 
fo many deftroyers of their faculties. If the 
conceptions have not acquired vigour by 
being exercifed on material objeAs, before 
they are employed on thofe emotions 
which it is the bufinefs of flAion to defcribe, 
I greatly apprehend that they will never be 
cultivated to perfcftipn. The only books, 
therefore, that are fit for children, are fuch 
as convey clear, juft, and accurate ideas 
upon fubje£ls to which the attention at that 
period ought chiefly to be direflcd. Nor 
will the books that are beft calculated for 
aiding the infant mind in the acquirement 

VOL. II. I of 
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of juft i(JcaS, beof «y ufe, utifefs the ideas 
they give be permitted to make a due 
impreffion^ which they never can do at a 
fuperficial glance. 

The half conceptions which a child at 
firfl: forms from the bed book that can be 
put into its hands, may prove equally in* 
jurious to its mind, as the erroneous ideas 
conveyed by works that are lefs judicious. 
By frequent and repeated perufals it is, and 
by thefe alone, that a child can attain a cleat 
and diflind comprehenfion of the meaning 
of even the moft trifling ftory j nor will this 
re-pcrufal appear to a child, as it would do 
to us, tirefome and infipid, unlefs its appe- 
tite for novelty has been excited by toQ 
frequent gratification, 

Obferve with what delight an infant 
Ijftens to the fame tale that has been a hun- 
dred times repeated by his nurfc, and a 
hundred times is heard with ever-new de- 
light. In the limited number of the child's 
ideas, and in the velocity with which they 
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pafs through the mind, we may fee the 
caufe of this uniatiated pleafure received 
from the repetition of the (ame fooliik 
tale. To thefe oral communications books 
fucceed; and it would be well if both tales 
and books were ahirays calcubted to aflift 
the opening faculties, to awaken . the b^ 
nevolent affedions, to give a proper direc- 
tion to coriofity, and to infpiie an eariy 
love of knowledge and virtue. In the 
** Evenings at Hamej or JuveniU Budget^^ 
all this appears to me to be effcAcd in its 
utmoft extent; and I am well convinced, 
that the child, who, from the time of its 
being able to read for itfelf with pleaiure, 
till its eighth or ninth ye^, is reftriAed to 
thefe books alone for its literary amufe- 
ment, will, at the end of that period, be 
found poflefled of a greater number of clear 
and diftin^ ideas, and of a greater vigour of 
conception, than one that has run over all 
the inftrudive and entenaining (lories that 
were ever written fgr children of that age. 

In 
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In fpeaking of the books that arc read 
by children, you. will plcafe to obfenrc, 
that I reftrift my meaning to thofc which 
they perufe of their own accord for their 
own amufement. The books which they 
read as Icffons, I confider as diftinft from 
thcfe. The child, who never opens a book 
but as a tafk, muft have been the viftim 
of negleft or mifmanagement. Nature fo 
ftrongly impels the young mind to feek the 
acquirement of new ideas, that if the curi- 
ofityflie has implanted be eiitirely quenched, 
we may be affured that this has not been 
effeded without fome pains on our part. 
But curiofity, though not eafily effaced, 
may be eafily direfted to low and grovel- 
ling objefts; and it is not without fome 
pains that it can be turned into thofe chan- 
nels, where its aftivity will be truly ufefuL 
I have feen a little girl, whofe burning cu- 
riofity no drawer that contained a piece of 
finery could efcape, who would ri/k dif- 
grace and punifhment to gratify herfelf by 

. peeping 



d by Google 



C 117 3 

peeping into the trunk or clofet, which was. 
prohibited ; to her approach; and who 
would jd evince fuch raanifeft indifference 
towards information, of every other kind^ 
that it was impoffihle to:roufe in her a wi(h 
for inftradion. Such is the confequencc 
of the early direflion given to curiofity. 

The firfl: ftep to clear and accurate 
conception is the careful examination of 
material objeds. Without this, the con- 
ceptions obtained from defcription mud be 
languid and confufed. Where the percep- 
tive faculty has been fufficiently exercifed, 
the conceptions obtained by the defirrip* 
tion of abfent objeAs, or of the feelings 
and fcnfations of others, will be fufficiently 
lively, provided the language in which they 
are conveyed be fufficiently intelligible. So 
many meanings are, through the poverty 
of language, attached to the fame word, as 
to be the means of occafioning much con- 
fuiion in the ideas of thofe of riper years : 
and I believe it often happens, that where 

afalfe 
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a £dfe aflbciation iias been attadbed io 
iitiaiicy to a word not in common ufe, k 
remains indelible to tbeiateft period df life. 
I was lold by a Oetitleman of no common 
endowmentSy that in reading to his mother 
when a child fomrething concerning the 
Patriarchs, he Uandei^d on the word 
partridges. His mother fct him right, 
but without any^explanation of the mean* 
idgof the term pati'iarch: fo that when it 
nextoccurred, inftead of venturing to pro* 
Bounce it, he called out, ^ here, mafBrna, 
^* are thefe jtt^^rj^/ again!** Agam flic 
taught him to pronounce the word^ but 
without deftroying the aiOTociation that had 
been formed, by clear explanation ^ fo that 
it continued fo far to operate, as that 
whoever he afterwards heard the word 
patriarch, the idea of partridges prefeatod 
itfelf to his imagination. 

Mod words that are hot in fuch common 
ufe as to be familiar at an early period, « 
are capable of defiiution: and much pains 

ought 
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they o€cur, if we would have the concep- 
tions clear and accurate. What is £iid 
upon this fubjea in ^ Practicai £duca* 
tion/' I would recommend to yoor (erioui 
attention. 

Before I conclude the prefent letter^ I 
muft beg l^ve to recall yonr attention to 
one of the inft^ce$ I have given of the 
partial and limited power of Coqceptioiiy 
in a perfon of languid Ipirits and much 
fenfibility* This melancholy temperament 
18 ibmetimes hereditary, ibmetimes occa^ 
fioncd bydifeafe, and fometimes aUb is 
bom of mifmanagement in early life. From 
whatever caufe it originates, it is a misfor* 
tune of fuch magnitude, as caHs for otu: 
utmoft exertion to prevent it» progreis, 
and, if poifible, to eiSect its cure. 

Mothers, I s^rehend, are feldom aware 
of the imp<|^rtant confequences which refulc 
from their conduct to beings of this defcrip- 
tion. There isfomethmgfo amiableanden- 

dearing 
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deaf ing^ in the gcntlcnefs which commonly 
attends thisiaiigour of fpirits, that it natu- 
rally infpircs tcndcrnefs. This telidernefs is 
cncreaifed by that hclpleflhcfs which cKngs 
to the maternal bofom for fupport. But if 
this tcndernefs be not enlightened and 
guided by reafon, it will prepare a never- 
ending fond of mifery for its unhappy object. 

The inevitable ciFeft of indulgence in 
generating fclfilhnefs, I have explained at 
large in the former volume : and as felfiOi- 
nefs is the never-failmg concomitant of the 
difpofition above defcribed, it follows, 
that it is the particular duty of the parent 
to guard againft nurturing and increafing 
this natural tendency. 

From the languid flow of ideas in the 
low-fpirited proceeds ab indolence of mind, 
which terminates in torpid apathy. Sel- 
lilhnefs is then the fole fpring of action: 
benevolence may dwell upon the tongue; 
but no feelings, no affections, but fuch as 
are connected with felf-lovc, ever touch 
^ the 
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ihe hearn ^ Scich an one finds friendihip 
ncccffary to his fupport, to his cdmfort, 
nay to his very exiflence. He therefore 
clings to his frictids with fondnefs ; bat 
what confolation^ what comfort, what fpp- 
p6rt, does he afford them in return ? Does 
lie enter with the fame imcreft into the 
feeliQgs of others, with which he expefts 
others to enter into his ? * No. But this 
deficicQcy of feeling does not proceed from 
a want of benevolence or of attachment. 
It proceeds from a want of conception 
with regard to every thing that does not 
concern felf. How would many of oar 
acquaintances flart at the piAure that is 
here drawn, if applied to thcmfelves! Let 
us make a more ufeful application of it to 
thofe who are yet at a period of life, when 
the evils I have here pourtrayed admit of 
remedy. 

In the education of children who indicate 
a tendency to this difpofition, whether fuch 
tendency be hereditary or acquired, par- 
ticular 
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ticukr pains fhould be uken tq lead th^ 
mind to attend to the fccliags.of others* 
Whatever fervices, whatever atteiitioQ9 
they exaft from others, they fhould be 
obliged in their turn to pay. If they arc 
once permitted to imagine, that from the 
foftnefs and delicacy of their difpoiitions, 
they have any right of exemption from 
the rule of " doing to others as they 
«« would have others do by them," they 
are inevitably ruined. It; is efieotial in 
fuch cafes to ufe every means to increafc 
the flow of ideas. Lively and exhilarating 
images ought inceflantly to be prefented 
to the mind, and inftead of encouraging 
that difpofition to ftudy, which frequently 
appears prematurely in fuch peribns, xhfi 
mind ought to b^ roufed to adive and 
vigorous exertion. Whatever knowledge 
it acquires, it ought to be m^de freely to 
conimunicate; for tinlefs this be done, read- 
ing will be, to fuch a mind, only another 
mode of indulging indolence. To conquer 

the 
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the indolence t)iat invariably adheres to 
fuch difpofitions^ every effort ought to be 
made. Thefe efforts ought to be unceaiing; 
and their efficacy will be much increafed 
by frequently changing the attention from 
obje^i to objcft. The variety and beauty 
of the material world will here be power- 
fully ailiftant to the tutor's views. While 
the perceptive faculties are thus exercifedt 
the mind cannot link into apathy, or in« 
dulge in the luxury of indolent reverie. I; 
will by thefe means, likewife, acquire that 
command of attention which is in all cafes 
fo eminently ufeful. 

The perfon who has been fo happy as to 
have attained the power of fubmitting the 
attention to the control of will, is inpoffct 
fion of an infallible remedy againft many of 
the cares, and all the minor miferies, of 
life. He who can turn his attention to 
the griefs or the joys of others, will never 
become the prey of fclfifh forrow. Eveti 
in the langour of licknefs, and under th« 

preffure 
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J)refrare of fevercpain, we have known 
people, who were capable of dircftmg 
their attentions to fubjedls remote frdni 
felf. This power over rhe attentioti is 
jparticularly diflScak of attainment to the 
naturally timid and low-fpirited. It is, 
however, to them peculiarly necelTary : 
and no pains ought to be fpared to put 
them in poffcffion of it. 
' The devout affeftions, befides being of 
the utmoft moment to fuch charafters, as 
offering them afource of continual fupport 
and confolation, will, if cheerful ideas be 
aflbciated with them, prove effentially in- 
ftrumental to fortitude. Before the devout 
and the benevolent affeftions the difpofi- 
tion to felfiihnefs vanifhes, as the clouds 
of morning before the radiant fun. Let 
the fufceptibility of the mind be cultivated 
under thefe aufpicious beams. Be it en- 
deavoured to render its conceptions of the 
fublime and beautiful fo clear and drftinft, 
tis to render the mind alive to the emotions 

of 
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of fublimity and beautf, as often as oppor* 
tunities of calling tfaem forth recur : and 
1>y thcfc means, you will culciTate taftc, 
invigorate theintelleft, give new animation 
to the fpirits, and render a charafter, which 
would, by injudicious management and 
foothing indulgence, have funk into infig- 
nificence, happy in itfelf, and ufeful to 
focicty. 

Another and a powerful motive to the 
diligent improvement of the faculty now 
under confideration, will be found in the 
aiiiftance to be derived from it in inculca* 
ting a firm adherence to truth. Fa)(hood 
is the vice of weak and timid minds. To 
thofe whofe conceptions are languid and 
confufed, it is impoflible that mifreprefent- 
ation can ever appear in a very atrocious 
light. In thefc mifreprefentations they arc 
utterly unconfcious how far they dq)art 
from the truth, becaufe of the truth they 
have no diilinA idea: and it is impofBble, 
in confequence, to convince them of the 

turpitude 
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torpitude of falfify ing. By obtaining clear 
€oncq)nons, and l^ being accnftomed to 
give an accurate account of the conceptions 
it acquires, the mind becomes habituated 
to truth ; at the fame time that the diftance 
betwixt truth and falibood becomes in fuch 
minds actually enlarged, and the difficulty 
of departing from one to the other is con^* 
fcquently increafed* 

The confufed and inaccurate conceptions 
of the vulgar, arifing from a total negle^ 
of this faculty in their early education, 
renders them for ever liable to the vice of 
lying* Cunning takes its rife from the 
fame fource: and though many a depar* 
ture from truth may be laid to the charge 
of vanity 9 1 believe we (hall generally find, 
that where the conceptions are clear, dif* 
tinft, and vigorous, the charafter will be 
Upright and fmccre* 

Adieu. , 
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LETTER V. 

CONCEPTION. 

Possessed in different Degrees of Vigour.-^ 
How it may best be cultivated in those of 
slow Capacity, — Exemplified in a Variety 
of Instances. — Difference betwixt a Me^ 
mcry of Perception, and the Recollectum 
of Ideas. — The Advantage of cultivating 
the latter. -^Illustrations. 



THE greateft difference that cxifts with 
refped to intclled betwixt indivi- 
duals, whofe organs of perception are 
equally perfe£i, will be found to confiil in 
the vigour or the weaknefs of the faculty 
of Conception. That this faculty is iau* 
parted by nature in very different propdr* 
tions to the hutnan race, will probably be 
acknowledged by all who argue lefs from 
theory than experience. Like all the 

other 
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other mtelleaual faculties, it is, however, 
capable of fo much improvement, that 
where it is poffeffcd but in a very moderate 
degree, it may, by careful cultivation, be 
fo ftrengthcncd and improved, as to con- 
quer the deficiency ; while by contrary 
management, the conceptions which were 
naturally lively and vigorous, may, for 
wane of pfe, become faint and langifld. 

To point out the mod likely method of 
fucceeding in the cultivation of this faculty, 
where it appears in a weak and imperfeft 
ftaie, (hall be the fubjeft of this letterj 
and as the hints I (hall offer, are all the 
fruits of real abfervation, I feel fome de- 
gree of confidence in propofing them. 

The fource of many errors upon this 
point is the vanity and partiality of pa- 
rents, which will not permit them to fee, 
or to acknowledge, even to themfelvcs, 
that their children can poffibly be deficient 
in any faculty. Willing to be deceived, 
they permit prattling vivacity to impofe 

upon 
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upon thtm as protifi of quicknefs of ap- 
prehehfioh; atld ape-like iniitadon to pafs 
upoti tfidiri for atote judgment. ' • 
•^ 'When thefcKvely prattlers advance in 
y^arsi people artifnrprifed that what they 
looked upon as th^ promife' of getilu^, 
ftiould end in ddlnefsand ftupiditjr. In- 
ftead of this blind and ever misjadgmg 
partialfty,' would .it not ht better for pa- 
rents akxuiratdy ito cxiiinine and to appre- 
ciate the faculties of 'their children; that 
fo^ by ih attetitive tuftiyation, the barren 
foilj whofc gaiidy weeds* pleafed the eye 
and amiifcd the 'fancy, might be rendered 
really produftive, and enabled ^o bring its 
fruits to maturity? 

Children of flow capacity require fo 
much attention, fuch unwearied patience, 
fuch unremitting ailiduity, that maternal 
affeSion is aloiie equal to the talk. The 
particular attention which they require, it 
were folly to expcft from any lefs inter 
lifted thah a mother. But richly muft 
VOL. II. K the 
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Hoc mother he compeniaced, wlio, by her 
judicious labours, refcues the child of her 
a£FedioQS from the degrading ftate: of ig- 
norance and imbecility. Whoi flie refte6h, 
that inftead of the rational companion, the 
fteady friend, the prudent advifer, whom 
{he now finds in her child; the iEune child 
would, by a conduA Icfs judicious pn her 
part, have been doomed to grope through 
life in a flate of helplefs ignoranceji enyi* 
able muft be her feelings ! 

The mother^ who, by attending to the 
early education of her children, gives hcr-« 
ielf a real title to the maternal cfaaraAer^ 
has, in the cultivation of their faculties, a 
great and manifeft advantage over cmtj 
other preceptor. 

** She knows each chords i^s various tQDe>» 
^< Each fpringy its various bias.'' . 

She is intimately acquainted with the pro- 
grcfs, nay with the very number of their 
ideas, and thus poffeffcs the maftcr-key of 
their minds. Shame on her who carekfsly 

throw* 
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throws it aOde, and hiclolendy permits die 
only gate that opens to improTemem, to 
be (hut for ever! 

Though the petceptions may appear 
quick where the apprehenfion is flottr, yet 
I am inclined to belieire, that in this cafe 
they will, upon examination, be found to 
be neither diftind nor accurate. Great 
pains ought, therefore^ to be taken with 
children of flow capacity, to invigorate 
their perceptions. Without great pains, 
they will not receive the fame number of 
ideas from external obje^ts^ with chikbcn 
of more lively parts: and as thefe ideas are 
the foundation of all intelledual improve* 
ment, it follows of coUrfe, that where they 
are imperfeft, or few in number, the diC> 
advantage can never be remedied. To call 
the attention to the examination of external 
objects, and to aid the mind in forming 
conceptions concerning them, is therefore 
of infinitely more importance in the cafe 
under conlideration, than is generally ima- 
gined. 
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gined* The parent who is much with her 
child, has this branch of education always 
in her power. Materials for it are ever 
athandf The world of Nature, s^nd the 
works of Art, are equally fubfervient to 
her puiyofc. Let us give an inftance. . 

Mfither. " My dear, you are looking 
at tl^e carpet, I fee. Well, now, try if you 
can tell m& of what it is made.'* 

Child. ^ I don't know, mamma.* 

MjQther. " Ejs^mine ,it better. Fc^l it. 
Is it hard, like the floor.'* 

Child. ^ No. It is foft, and it is pret« 
tier than the floor.* 

Mother. *' Its colours have nothing to 
40 with the queftion; the carpet would be 
as good a carpet, though not fo pretty a 
one, if it had never been dyed at all. Look. 
at it again, and try if you can find out; 
what it is made of.*' 

Child. * I now fee threads in it. I be*: 
lieve it is made of big threads !* 

Motberl " You are partly right; but 
are thefe threads made of the fame mate- 
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rials as the tlkicftd iHth which I am now 
fewing? Coflle, and look at k.^' 

CbUd. < No, I fee thett h a diffcreiice; 
and the threads that make the caif^, are 
red, blae, and green/ 

Mother. ^* The colours are i>f'M i6ot^ 
feqiicnce, let us not think of thftn at all. 
Let us examine a tfiitad of die du-pet, 
without mimUng the colour: and fee, here 
is obe; compare it'wtth fkiotj and t«& me 
where you perceive a diffiarence/* 

CbUd. < It is bigger and fofter/ 

Mother. ^ The.ibfuie(s ttAj kad you 
to guefs, of what >h is made.*^ 

CAUd. ^ I befievtf it isxftade of wool.' 

Mab^. ^ And What is woc^f What, 
or how, does it grow?** 

CMUL M^aimolteU/ 

Mother. " Wool grows uponf the 
bael^ of itM!p. It is dip/jped o# every 
year with la^e f<^[ars; and afed- bdng 
waflied and carded, is ^un ifitayarii, Ivhich 
you call threads." 

Child. 
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Child. '- ^ Wdl, mjunma^ tdl me more/ 

Mather. ** It is then (ent to the dyar, 
who dies one part yelbw> another green, 
and fo on. |t then goes to the '^i^ver,. 
anjd he weaves it by a pattern, a$ you fee.- 
And now you bnderftwd that the colour 
is mere matter of choice or fancy; Imt 
that it is not abfolutely neceflary, like the 
woo),. or the fpinning, or the weaving**' 

Qhiki. VYe9^ I underftand a|l thi$ 
very well/ 

Mother. ** Do you think you will be 
^b]e tfo tell me this over again to-morrow." 

Child. ^YeSf I. could tell it all now/ 

Mother. ^^ Mo^ not now, but I ihould 
like to hear it again tp-monrow; amd ^hen 
we (hall go and look at the fteep^ and 
their pretty lamb^; and, you (hall learn all 
about thepi/' / ; • 

All this may poffibly^ appear hig^y nonr 
lenljcal to thofe who think it is by bopks. 
and talks that every thing is to be learned. 
We may, however, venture to zfkKi% tlia^ 

all 
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aB die ^dxivc cdmei&Ma 'might IxMad 
as-aleffon bjr'a tfaild of flow.caqpadtjr; 
vnthow ita^ haMog tbe findeft- coacqmon 
of its tedoiaig, or acqinriDg ai fingJe idea 
npoa tiic fabjed; wbile givcQ as I have 
ddctSbed it, diffinft and acxoratc ootioiis 
are acquittd bf meaas of the porcepttve 
Unities. It » by thefe^ and tbefe alonct 
dat the coaoeptioiis of doll diildrai are 
to be'infrigoiatedi and this not withom 
xndch pains and trauUe on the pact of the 
preeeptoi;* 

ISiedifficinltjr which a ftnpid child finds 
m attending to the letters, the wwds, the 
IbpSi and cbe fentcnces, renders it altoge- 
ther impoffible that it ihoald derive any 
new ideas from tbisfenroe. While thb . 
difficnlty fbUilb> idt the little attention 
uriiich it can command, will be abforbed 
in attempts at reading with propriety. The 
exertion of this s^ention is fo dtfgofttng 
to a torpid mind, as to create wearinefs 
and avcrfout Nor can wc wonder at this, 

when 
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t^hent^we cbnfiderifiatvdie pcce^tfim Hi 
evdy letter li a. difliBlft opnationidf^tha; 
miiid; • liiat Us foond. iii pKidicty. *aiid'iim& 
be'ai&iciaoed V9)di the figore x)f thc'lettieil; 
smtlihbt words, arcidtafftei^ dfahck^So^ 
atioiis^as femences ari>ofi woiyis. ■ Wintee 
the powtr of doiieejifrioiii' *is ^ wflea)fi, : tte 
pxywer of afibiriatiop^i^ tSe^i^ponsobal^^ 
ddfeftfve; ' IS it notV tbeiiy *^itiian&>TaiA6*xis 
eicpc^ the operariobbf this facnhy^tbaibm 
we^ &a^'ticeti ' at ^lOFy^^aiiss fa fecqre xi^ 
affiflance of its forerunner? Aadr^aaHi 
we, by'dtet of^rfettetantei of sBorement, 
or of coercion^ fycct^dt in maki)ag4he dAhi 
a reader before the falsity of cMcepi^ 
is fo far opeiidd as- to enable. ititdr;rec6t«b 
any ideas from what it reads, what- icb^we 
gain by 4t? W?may, indeed, gain thepldsu' 
iure of ikinkingy that ^e 'child makes fdifie 
progrefsih learning; but in reality^ //gains 
Xlothing; of progrefs, it makes none^ 

While the learning to read* is thiss opc« 
¥ofe, I ihould think it better not to attempt . 
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kt aordefcitf Uoiiyjors^ if 4ie child flioiild 
iwiaia igttc»»6c cff its letters evea for two 
M (hraeij^e^rs bejfond the petiodi when 
KkiV^fm : of a OKire. readj. apprehenfion 
mky bo taiiigfaMajjread with, floehcy and 
precifion. 

J 1f).iiidced, m the mterioiy h ieam&no^ 
thing ; if the mother indolently acquiefecs 
m thit flpv:g^wth of ib iacnkiti, akid 
ittftcad of bfiog. aftiwly affiftant in tfapc 
devel0peitie&t9 amoics hcrfelf in the prattle 
0£ words without mczmngy die diild w9i 
be Ifi^le the: V«tter for pno^raftinatiDg the 
p^odof" books and talkt* But if, ia* 
fieadtDi^ iWciDg.the backward pfamt, flie 
SEcalouity eaifaavoQirs to eniich the foil, her 
puns will' be imply repaid; By a careftil 
cttltivatlott of thepi^o^ioiis, by ronfing 
indolence, and* ftimulating curiofity, the 
mindr will be gvadualfy ccpanded for tte 
reception of new ideas. The ealier branches 
of nattirai philolbphy, and the fimple prin* 
d^les of rocchanics, will be found excel* 

lent 
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may take it for granted, that a child of 
flow parts will be much more advantage* 
oufly employed in learning the- nature and 
propcnies of the objeds around from the 
lips of a fenfible and aflfedionate parent^' 
than in inefiedhul attempts at learning the 
^gm tf words. '*^ 

• Children are all, in fome degree^ imitative 
animals; but as the intdledioalpbwers dev^ 
lope, as the number of ideas increafes, as^tbe 
attendon is awakened to an examination 6§ 
the works of Art s^nd Nature, and as pdg^ 
ment begins to be called into kdion, tfacj 
principle of imitation is diminiflijed, or ap«- 
pear^ to be fo, bs it comes undo: the direo 
I icm of judgment The child of flow parts, 
(0 the imprpveniaK of whofe faculties no 
proper attention has. been paid, wiU re- 
main a merely imhative creature during lifCr 
By imitation it will learn the ufe of words, 
and, if it is mi:ich in company with grown*^ 
up people, of words dmt arp not ufiiai{y 

foun4 
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found in the vocabulary of children. One 
cannot but fmile ro obferve, how eaiily 
parefl^ are deceived by this quality of imi- 
tation in their children. Wfaife the fen- 
tentions obfinvitions of) the little prater 
(farike an incelligent obienrer with pity and 
difguft, tiaieyiiften to the infant oracle with 
compbcency and delight] Affeflation is 
the never-failing confeqtience bf this; a£- 
fcfiation, which not all the graces and ac- 
iqomplifhmems can render tolerable, is thus 
united with, folly and ignorance! The 
poor child remains unconfcioqs cf this 
union ; it is defti tute of conceptions where^ 
by it can apprehend the incongruity; and ' 
where the conceptions are very dull, the 
nice iteiittgs of propriety cannot exift. 

It is by a lively fenfe of (he impKffions 
which our words an4 a&ions make upon 
others, that our manners are chiefly formed* 
Thofe who have. not a lively perception of 
what tbofe feelings are, mnft be for ever 
firing againfl propriety. Hoxv many ad- 

• ' . * niirable 
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mirable fkctclics upon this fubjcfl: have wd 
from the Jnimitable pen of Shakefpearel* 
Hotfpur's defcription of this f^ecies of ira« 
propriety in -a felfconceited coxcomb ha& 
never been equalled, andean never be 
excelled. The pa£&gc is:too long for ia*^ 
feniou; and is befides fo wdl knawn^ that 
ic will .be iounediately recoUeded by tib& 
greater . number of readers. t 

Another ftriking inftance: of the fame* 
iieant tjf; conception, with r^:^ard to tho 
iiftpreflioo made upon others, is given in* 
the foUowing paflage, which^ ais an ehici- 
dation of my remarks, I (hall beg leave 
to tranfcribe. The fccne is in the • ** Merry : 
Wive^ of Windfor,** when Anne Page* 
enters to inform Slender that dinner waited, 
for him; to which he replies;— 

^ SUn. No, I thank, forfootb, heartily 5 I am 
very well. 

Anne. The dinner attends .yoo, fir. 

Slen. I am not hungry, I thank yon, forfooth»- 
Go, iirrah, [to SmfU'\for allytu are mjf man, go, 
wait upon my confin Sbdlkw: a ju^ce of 

peace 
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peace may fcMn^dmes be beholden to his friend 
for a man* I keep but three men and a hojyet, 
till my mother be dead 5 but what though^ yet 
I liv6 like a poor gentleman born. 
• Anne, I may not go in without your worfhip ; 
they will not iit« till you come. 

Slen. I'faith, 1*11 eat nothings I thank yoa as 
much as though I did. 

Anne, I pray you, fir, walk in. 

Slen. I had rather walk here/ 1 thank you: I 
'bniifed my <hin t'other day with playing at fword 
and dagger with a mafler of fence,- three veneys 
for a difh of ftew'd prunes; and, by my troth, I 
cannot abide the fmell of hot meat fince. Why 
do your dogs bark fo? be there bears i' th' town? 

Anne. ' I think' there are, fir 5 I heard them 
talk'dof. 

SI^* I love the fport well, but I ihall as foon ' 
quaitel at it as any man in Eogland. You are 
afraid, if you fee the bear loofe^ are you not? 

Anne, Aye, indeed, fir. 

Slen. That's meat aiid drink to me, now! I 
have fecn Sackerfon loofe twenty times, and have 
taken him by the chain ; but I warrant you the 
wcrnien have fo cried and fbrieked at it, that it 
pad;- but women, indeed, cannot abide them, 
they are very ill-favoured rough things, 

• Do 
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Do wc not fee iii this lubberly bloclc* 
head all the marks of a weak and fpoiled 
child, who had been encouraged by the 
good lady his mother into an idea of his 
own importance? Deftitute of all coo^ 
ception with regard to the impreffions that 
his difcourfe would make on a polifiied or 
intelligent mind, the. means he takes to 
convey an idea of his confequence^ of his 
wealth, his courage, and his delicacy, aH 
tend to make him truly ridiculous. Not 
more ridiculous, liowever, than we have 
feen many a foolifh Mifs, in endeavouring 
to give an opinion of her fenlibility by the 
«xpreifion of filly fears^ of her delicacy, by 
bombaftical fentiment; or of her wifdom, 
by delivering out-of-place opinions ^th 
a decided and conlequential air. 

Perfons whofe conceptions are naturally 
dull and weak, mufl inevitably be expofed 
to all this ridiculous deportment, if great 
pains be not taken to prevent the fpecies 
of felf-impofition that gives rife to it. It 
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is, therefore^ highly incpmbentiipon thole 
Vfho have the guardianfhip of children of 
flow capacity^ to tife every means of 
avakeniQg thejr anention to the feelings, 
jpather than to themaoners, of others. 
To difcoorage grofs and palpable hnitaticMit 
tQ infpire BEK>defty, smd to pr<Hnote that 
fimplicity of manners which is its infepap 
table companion, 

, We may endeavour to do this by leffons; 
bnt the attempt will be vain, the labour 
fmitleis. We may kAure upon proprictj 
for ever} bnt where the conceptions are 
ff> dull as to impart no intuitive feeling of 
the conceptions of others, afiedation and 
formality will be the refult of all our pains. 
Hie behaviour of children who have been 
thus leAured into good-breeding, i» always 
ftiff and formal; and the difficulty of 
d|i|pging habits that are thus formed is fo 
gr^t, xhjff, the ridJcnle of companions is, 
perhaps, the only means by which a change 
can be ever afterwards effected. 

It 
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. It i$notbylcSurts,:tfefeitfore, thatthi 
Baanners of foch children a$ wc now fpeaK 
of, (or indeed of any children) ought to 
be. formed. Children that- arc qtiick c$ 
appreherifioB will imt)erceptibl;^ fornitheii^ 
own ; but thofe oiF a contrary charader 
ought to be made fenlibte of every improJ 
priety at the moment of cottimitting it. I^ 
this is done from a very early age,- habits^ 
of propriety will' be early formed: fo 
that -they will neither oflfendby rudenefs, 
nor difgfuft -by formality And affeftatidn.' 
No habits willj however, he of any avail* 
in regulating their coriduft according to 
the laws of prudence and decorum in after- 
life, but in proportion as the faculty of 
conception has been opened and hnproved: 
Upon this the tafte, the judgment, and all' 
the intelleftual powers; alike depend. 

A young perfon will tiaturally fcek the' 
fociety of thofe whofc converfation irhas^ 
faculties to comprehend. 'The tattle of the 
vulgar and the illiterate come within this 

defcription. 
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ddbiption, the Tulgar and ilfitente iriH 
thorefiDic be the tfaofim companiona «if fte 
bouars of tdamioa. Heacelowi 
difg)]ife» iifpocrifyt and idl tfar IMe i 
Sftfib vhidbi fender a cl^ata^tf drtrifablp 
aod lodioiM* And all lhJ9 fiay !» the rcfidc 
of that blind partiality and fidf^iodtilgiof 
jpdoknce^ which ekher inll aoc £» the 
fidfidcacy cff a chad ia iotpHoSbid eodo» 
nents, or feeiog viB aof od^e che tronhlr 
to remedyi 

By lamely attention 19 very oily fifi^ 
cnrery thing (hort of idKocy may be inipra» 
^cd. Q^mdmttij patience, and affdkiity^ 
sffe iadeed ail tSbmvd to the daeperforak- 
anoc qf die important ulk; bnt by gende- 
att&, patieace, and affidkiiif , I hare feoa 
faonders performed upon miads which 
merit appareody in a ftate of the moft 
hopelds tmbodHitf* 

U is aUbkittly neceflary in diit ^de far 

the mtor to fubdoe all qoicknefit lof item* 

fer^attimtafailiqrof fee^ ferhytbofe 

T^u lu L the 
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the ftoptdfty of the pupil will inevitably be 
iDcreafed*. It is eafy to conceive what a 
^wretched tutor fucb a charaAeras Rx)ii&au 
^(idltKiYemacletoa ladof floio^pans; v^ 
accordingly find, by his own accontits, 
that he left his pupils more ftupid chaii he 
found them. . 

t : It at firft view- appears extraordifiary, 
that wherethc power of conception: is. very 
dull, the..memory;ihould^ widi xefpeA to 
fonje things,^ be tenacious; while with 
reipeft to others, it is altogether deficient. 
A ycry.ilow chHd m\\ often be. found to 
get Jeffons by heart as fqon as, nay fome^ 
tirne^ fopner, than one who is ten times as 
intelligent. But let fuch time dapfe, as 
that the words of the lefibn are forgotten 
by both, and then xxamine them upon its 
fubftance; you will thenifind, that the child 
of flow conception has not one adea re#» 
maimng upon the fubje&; all is obliterated, 
a&.corapletely as if the leflbn had never 
been heard of* The cfaiM of quick capa- 

. . city. 
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city, OQ ibe comrary^ though it has ltke« 
Wife forgottcti the tmiEt words, rememben 
fomeching of the iMaoiag which they cod^ 
veycd. Dqea notrthk clearly prove^ that 
the memory of the firft was entirely cpn^^ 
fioedtoits perceptions; while |he fecpod^ 
who had exercifed upon the fobfcA qf its 
IdTon fome degree of concept!^ and judg« 
menf, could recal the ideas conveyed by 
thofe, when thi; particular founds of the 
words had efcapcd the memory. 

From the foregoing and fimilar obfer^ 
vatiqns, it appears to me, that memory 
may be divided into two difUoA toanchesy 
as it is employed on the ob|e(5ls of per- 
ception, ot: on the conceptions. It is with 
diffi^encq that I riik an obfervation, in 
which I am not (as far as I know;) fupport* 
ed by any phik>fophical writer; I would, 
therefore, have what I £iy ujpon the fnb- 
jeA conOdered merely in the Ught qf a 
fuggeftion worthy of examination by the 
inftruftors of youth. 

" ^ Mr. 
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Mr. Loeke fays of memory as foQoiVB: 
** Memory, in an mtellediial creamre, is 
^ nccdi&ry in the next degree to Percep- 
^* tion. It is of fo great moment, that where 
^^ it is wanting ail the reft of our fiftcolties 
^ arie id a great meafore ufelefs; and wc 
<* in oar thonghts, rcafonings, and know-- 
^ ledge, conid not proceed beyond prefent 
^ otjeAs, were it not for the afliftance of 
^ our memories, wherein there may be two 
^^ defeSfs. Firfiy that it lofes the idea quite; 
^ and fo hf St prodaees perfeS ignorance. 
^ Secondly 9 that it moves fiowly, and re* 
^. tricTOs not the ideas that it has, and are 
•* hid up in ftbre, quick enough to ferve 
^ the mind upon occafions. Tins, if it be 
" in a great degree, is Jtupidify; and he 
<^ who, through this default bhis memory, 
^ has not the ideas that are really preferveii 
«* there, ready at hand when need and oc- 
^^ caflon cafls for ^m, were ahnoft as good 
** be without them quite, finte they fcrvc 
<< him to very tittle purpofe. The dull many 

« who 
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^wfao bfta theop^orniBhywhiia ha is 
*^ kckdag in his miad for tbofc idts> that 
(« ihoidii ftrve his twn» b not mk^. nmre 
^* happjr mhi» knowledge than tat that is 
^< pdrfeftlj igfioranu" 

ikfaiiL ^^Thtftfacnliyof Ia|$6^iip»d 
^^ i;ctainiiig the kkas diat are bfongltt iilio 
^^^ttind^ iefcaX other animalt fees to 
^^ have to a great <l^;ree as wefi as mafi. 
^^ For, to pa& hf other inflaooes^ birds 
<« karmng of tunes^ and the endeavours 
^ one may obfenre in them to hit the notes 
^< rig^t^ pm it pail doubt with me^.tbey 
<^ have pcrceptton^and retain ideas, in thrir 
<^ mdnoTiesy and life them fdr patterns* 
^ For it feems to me impoffible^ that tbejr 
^^ fhonld endeavour co conform their voices 
^^ t6 notes, (as 'tis plaiin th^ do) if tbej 
♦« had no ideas.*' 

It appears to me, that the former of the 
above quoted paffiiges, viz. the account of 
the peculiar defeats of mcttor/y aj^Ues 
cxclufivcly to the memory of our former 

conceptions^ 
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con^ims^ ai|d that the vmA of the power 
of recaiHng them is, in all thefe inftaaces, 
owmgV Boc to: thc:waknefs of nuemory, 
properlf fpeaking, but to the weaknefs of 
the faculty of conceptioo. The languid and 
conft|fed ideais that are received upon any 
fubjeift bf a weak mind, mufl: be calHy obli* 
terated. They are^like our morning dreains, 
vivid for a momenty but which fade imper- 
ceptibly away, ^^ norleavea wreck behind/* 
What this illuftrious author has obfer- 
ved of the memory of animals in the hft 
quoted paflage, is, I think, entirely appli- 
cable to that memory of our perceptions, 
becwixt which and the memory of our 
conceptions, there is, as I appreheiid, a 
fpecific difieitnce. Ideots and brutes re- 
member the imprei&Qns made upon their 
fenfes,as well as the perfon of enlightened 
intelled. (d)* tVith thefe impreflions the 
ideas of time and ^ce are powerfully 
affodated; The horfe never fails to re« 

* See Kote at the end of the yolumet 
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mend)er the fyot^ what he bdidd^the 
objcft wbkh Aartled hkn: nor does the 
Ikde turnfpU«*dog forget the hour which 
calU him to duty: yet neither the dog 
nor horfe have clear conceptions of the 
ojbjeSs which they thus appear fo perfefUy 
to recolleA. 

With all the.attention paid to the cd- 
ti?ation of memory in modem education, 
lam afraid that^ upon ftrift examination^ 
we fliould fometimes find, that it is the 
memory of perception alone which our 
endeavours tend to improve. Ufeful, withw 
out doubt, this branch of memory is; and 
as k comes tomaturity with the firft of the 
faculties which die human mind difplays^ 
it may.be effeftually employed^ before the ^ 
conceptions are fufficiently vigorous to 
give exercife to the other. BUt let lis not ' 
expeft more from the memory of percep- 
tion than it is calculated to produce. Lee ! 
us^not continue to beftow our-fole atteo^ ^ 
tion upon its cultivation, after the period 

that 
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tkU dfis bi^^ bntndl df AttoOfy btt 
p»jm to ^cxMt. JiA if txNiy tre ^ itt. 
frdftiti<« ^ pabt doc the ciMfeqtittic^s «€ 
I hb tfrfor, I flttil beg yduf attetttoti to the 
fdllofWiag iH^nMrks4 

Thsit ^ords are a medium by which 
ideas or conceptions are communicated I4 
<he mitidy liiuft be admitted on all hands,^ 
£very nirord k certainly either figniflcam 
^f ibtfie idea in itfelf, ii ai« nddns aiid ad- 
jediirest w ferte^ td conneft idea^y as we 
Itedetiel^ pttpditibni atid par^iples< But 
we «U ktidW the found of a m^t6 lo be one 
tbhig^ aftd its ffleaning e^ be another; With 
fity little ifduble^ a p^tfoh ^f ekar (>eiw 
eepti^d My l^ara the Gfeek al^abee^ 
llld rn^Vt^ the pf0ptt pi-dnttndati(M( df 
dr^k words; bnt if he knows not the 
Idead i[tf wbieh thefe words are the figtii^ 
I tana<i^t fee that he ti duo whit the wifer^ 

1 may t<ead one ef Sit- Ifaac Newt^n^t 
l^t^dudddt ipfobtefii^ aa well and a^ d^ 
mmy aa Ae matb^fiiatteal profetfbf ai 

either 
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^licr Unhrerfity) biit wbile ddlitme of 
all cohrdpoodmg Ideas, while without a 
fink whereon to fallen the diam of rcafoiw 
ifig, I can oeitfaer form, nor retido, an idea 
upon the fubjeA. Do I ftrive to recolkd 
the fubjeA, I find nothing bat a confufed 
heap of ideas^ which are the faint images 
of the appropriate meaning of the words^ 
as I have heretofore been accuftomed to 
apply them I btit nothing wherewith to aC 
fociate thetti^ fo as to make fenfe upon thd 
filbje^. I may^ neverthelefs^ eommit thd 
problem to memory, for memory will re- 
fill the ideas of perception ; and I may 
either do this by means of attentively look** 
ing at the words, or by repeating them 
^tid, till the perception is fnfficiently 
fbtong to become an objeft of memory. In 
Cither a£c^ I (hall be equally affifted in my 
tafk by the arrafigeitient of the words; a 
the way in which the words {land with 
legard to each dthek-^ a^ciatesche idea of 
each word with th^ which follows it, whe*^ 

thcr 
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ther this aflbciation be made, by means ol 
the ;cyc or the ear. Well, after all this 
trouble, how much do I know, of Newton's 
problem ? Have I: one more idea upon th€ 
fubje£l of mathematics, than I had before 
I began. to learn it? Surely, , no. Go, 
then, and a/k your little boys and girls, 
when they come from fchool, what ideas 
they have upon geography, hiflory, arith- 
metic, &c.; for exaftly in the fame way ai 
I have here defcribed, are t^efe fcienccs 
taoght to children, while their po\s^rs of 
conception are not yet fufficicntly opened 
to receive ideas upon fubjefts far lefe 
abftrufe.* 



* The followiDg Anecdote I had from a Gentleinan 
of blunt manners, but great goodnefs of heart, though 
bemg*himfelf a bachelor^ he could not, perhaps, enter 
into the maternal feelings, as many of my readers will 
do. Being once on a viiit to a fond mother, he found 
her entirely occupied by the extraordinary attainments 
of her little girl, whom (he reprefented as a prodigy of 
, genius. ^* fie;fo good, now, my d^af fir, as to aik her 
any queflion in geography, ' or any queftion that you 
pleafe, and you will find how well ihe will anfwer it. 

Come, 
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Let us now proceed with my illoftrationy 
and ftippoTe, that after having got the 
proWem by heart, fach a length of time 
ihould have elapfed, as effaced all remeoN 
brance of the words and their relative 
pofition. Once Idt, the memory of them 
muft be loft for ever. For there is this 
difierence betwixt the forgetfulnefs of a 
thing that has once been diftinfily cohcei« 
ved, and the fofgetftilnefs of what we have 
merely learned by eye or ear, that though 
the former may not be ready at our call, 
it is neverthelcfs in the mind, (though in a 
dormant ftate) and will be found to be To 
on accurate refearch; while the latter is not 



Comey loye» this good gentleman is going to sJk you a 
queftion." The child advanced, and the gentkman 
not willing to embarrafs her by any thing difScult, and 
i^fhing to get qait of his new office of taflc-mafter 
as foon as poifible, after a little hefiution aiked her, 
<* Where was Turkey?" * Out in the back yard with 
the young ^ults,' replied the child with great fimpli- 
city. " The Tcry beft anfwer,*' returns the gentkmaa 
embracing her» ** that any child of Byt years old io 
Hxe world could give to the quefiion." 

only 



v>* 
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onfy fa4ed» bm to^lly obliterated^ Hence 
it would never be in my power, to the i^ 
of my dsrjrs, to recall the problem I had U> 
J^eamed. . Bi^t kt us fuppofe, (and ) 
fincerely wi(h the fuppofition could be 
realized) that I had regularly learned the 
clementg of mathematics, and been enabled 
to go on, ilep by ftep, from problem to 
problem, having all along ibc moft accu- 
rate and clear conceptions of the wbde* 
The new ideas which I ihould in that cafe 
have received from the problem in quei^ 
tipn, would then have been but an addi- 
tion to the foregoing chain, and would 
have added no iefs to its folidity than 
extenfion. The terms in which thefe ideas 
were communicated, might i^de from my 
remembrance; but the ideas themfelves 
would remain engraven on the tablet of 
memory for ever. 

Ideas which the mind has thug, received, 
arrange themfelves in order (figuratively 
fpeaking) with ideas of the fame dafs: with 

thefe 
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thelb they betome aflbciated, and k is by 
means of this affociatum that diejr are 
recalled atpieafnre. Frequently^ mdeed, 
may they be recalled, when the fonrce 
from which they were derived is loft to 
oar repoembraiice* 

People who are not aware of thefe lawf 
oi arrangement and afibciation, are fre- 
quently dilheartened, on&iding how little 
of that which they have even read with 
thcmmoft attention, is accurately retained 
by the memory. But let not foch people 
be diicouraged^ fince they may certainly 
be afliired, that if their conceptions of the 
fubje^l have been clear and diftinA, and 
that they have given them that degree of 
attention which is e&nrial to memory, the 
ideas they have received, will never be 
totally loft. They will be mingled with 
other ideas; and with them be recalled, as 
ooeafion offers. 

While the faculty of conception remains 
uncultivated, the memory even of the 

objefts 
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obje^ of perception mufl be id madjr 
inftanccs dcfcAive. 

The obvious ai&ftance which the ine» 
moryrcceivcs from the jdTociations of ideas, 
has induced fome philofophers to explain 
the- phenomena of memory entirely upon 
that principle.* Be that as it may, we are 
all fenfible of its prefent operation; and 
we mufL likewife be fenfible, that tbe 
greater the number of our ideas, the more 
materials will the laws of aflbciation have to 
operate upon in our minds. Thefe ideas 
are like fo many pcgs,f on which to hang 
the new ideas we receive. Where the 
pegs are weak, or few in number, little 
will be hung up, all will fall down into the 



• See Hartley, 
t As Plato had his cave in the mind, and Mr* Locke 
his dark room, I don't fee why I may not drive up a 
few pegs in it. Placed by my feeble hand, they can 
do no injury. . Whereas, had an ancient philofopher 
made ufe of fuch a figure, the world might have gone 
by the ears, about their length and dimenfions.-— ^^^ 
Berkeley and Hume upon Ideas, 

abyls 
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abyf$ of fbrgeifnlners. Now thofe whole 
meniorjp is chiefly employed. on objetis of 
perception^ are exa£Uy in this prcxiicameot; 
tUere are no.fiegs in the minds of fach» 
whereon to hang their new ideas, but two, 
V'fz. time and place: thcfe are the only 
aflbciacions which affift the memory of the 
yulgar. Events which produce in enlight- 
ened minds a.feties of ufcful refleAiops, 
ferre with them no other purpofe but to 
recall fome former period, when fomcihing 
iimihir occurred. 

" Yes," fays the fteward, " I remember when I 

" wa« at my Lady Shrewftury's, 
** Such a thing as this happened,ya^ aboia the time 

" of goofeberriesJ** 

Shakcfpcare gives many admirable in- 
ilances of thisfpecies of Hflbciacion in, vulgar 
charafters, and to thcfc I refer the reader* 

If the remarks which 1 have ventured to 
make, arc admitted to be founded in truth, 
it evidently follows, that the cultivation of 

* Swift. that 
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^at brandi of memoiy which hdongs to 
percepcioD, wUl have op influence in tM^ 
paadiag che powers cf the mind. Tha( 
it It only hf cultivating md improving the 
faculty of conception that this cam be 
accotnpiiihed: ^uid tfaac while this is unab^ 
tended CO, the whole Encydopasdia maf 
be got by heart, widiout giving any cnore 
ideas to the pupil, than if he had been aX 
the thne employed in repeating the letters 
of the alphgi^et^ 

Is, then, thecultivatioti of the menuvry of 
perception, a rmttcf of no ij39p9nanice? 
Ought memory never to be ewieifed, but 
upon fubje6h which cbildrf^n can fully 
comprehend? Tothefe queries I fhalltake 
a future opportimity of giving a O^tis&^ry 
anfwer: and fliall leave you for the prefent 
to reiefi: upon what has been akeady 
ndvsmced. Acyen* 
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CONCEPTION. 

JLwely Tempers particularly liable io IndC* 
curacy. — Haw this Fault is to be obviated^ 
— The proper Exercise of Memory in 
early Life' consider ed. — Illustrations. 



BEF6RE I prodcdd to make any fur* 
. xhdr bbieirations ilpbti the fabjeft of 
MtaibTy^ I ihall take notice of the third 
drafe- affigned to Mn Locke for that ira- 
j^erfeftdtlbemnlent, (or conception) which: 
renders the mind incapable of difcrimina« 
ting ideas one from another; namely, tbe 
kdJUnefir and precipitancy natural to finuf 
feitipers. 
VOL. lu M I have 
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I have formerly had occaiion to obfcrve, 
that the rapid courfe of ideas in the minds 
of the lively and vivacious is inimical to 
attention; and that without attention there 
can be no accurate perception, no memory, 
and confequently no difcernment. It is, 
therefore, to difpofitions of this caft, of the 
utmoft importance, to acquire the habit of 
Commanding attention in early life. In 
proportion to the vivacity of the difpofitidn 
will be the difficulty of acquiring this 
habit; and in proportion to the difficulty is 
the neceffity of making the attainment. 

This fubjcft will rife into importance, 
when we conlider, that it is entirely owing 
to a want of proper attention to it during 
the early part of life, that genius is fo often 
rendered not only an ufelefs> but a bane- 
ful gift. Minds which eagerly catch at new 
ideas, without accuracy^ without difcrimi- 
nation, will be for ever liable to mifcon- 
ception: they will be ardent in error; and, 
alike precipitate in conduct as in judgment, 

they 
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they ^ifiacS:, as they afleit, with raflmefs 
iind prefomptioQ. They may acquire 
knowledge, but wifddm will not be the 
refuk of the acquirement* They may be 
brilliant, but they will never be ufefnl. 

The firft misfortune to Which children 
who have this natural quicknefs of parts 
are commonly expofed, is vanity: and no^ 
fooner is vanity engendered, than a i(re(h 
ftimultts is given to ^at ragidjlucccffipn^^ 
ideas, which is for ever at war withfober 
and fixed attcntionT^Vanity is, in minds of 
this ca(l, ealilyailled forth: it is congenial 
to the difpofition, and requires but the 
tranfient breath of praife to blow it into 
a flame. Let us beware, then, left in the 
warmth of our admiration at the quicknefe 
of the capacity, we render it incapable 
of ftrength and vigour.^ The eye that can 
difcem oljeds dearly and accurately, is of 
much more value than that which ukes 
in a number at a rapid glance, without 
any diftin^ difcemment of their variou$ 

diftances 
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£pKrnr6f power r€m4i|ied defe^^tv^ kwould 
^Q ois iM^tl^ conffiqueMse that, dte; iMtet 
V4s^ bjr ihe i|fc qf ftimrtfewt^^ foifar iiKreap 
fed, ag tQ en^k tfa^ e)(9/ to foe ar opce.a flail 
grater mirofepi^ of iDdiftioft and itapcrfcft 
ifl^es^ TQ( giy^ pQr^i<Mi to the fdife of 
iightt, WQ nm(l. biQ aWe to perccivootgefts 
CLl<?arfy:2md' diftijK9:ljr^ as wdl as quickljr^ 
j^pd juft io it^ is, with^be mitad; which^ i£ 
4dUllitQ of tJ^e;ca|)a[bUuj of difcriitun^tioQ^ 
iriU; J!cap no '^flutagc from the nmnber 
^ U3ip^rfeS ideas with trhiclru jsiftgi^d* 
Ui^i^ad o£ {limulating the& quick and 
farw^d.diipofitii^s to the acqtiitement 06 
HQW idca3» vm ought to bcflow. the.utmofk 
j^ios in chechittg the rapidiDy. of them 
t^ughis; andJodtfcoiuraging thehailinefs) 
<tf. their; conclufionji While . tlie flotr> 
ojight/to ,be led with gentlen^^ diefe- 
Qi^ht to he made keenly fcoiiblc ofieveryi 
cnror; cfpedaUy when.thcfc errors have? 
their. £6orce in the xaflmers^of) coofidtooev 

and 
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aiiidtlie^rdrimptionof felf<oa€eic. Tbcf 
ought to be otstdc to fee and to feci the 
^v^mtages of attcnrtoVH and evet7 oppoN 
wnity ttumli be feteed for brkgiag the 
disadvantages arifing frcm a warn of attca<» 
lion hotfie to their feelings. A feemlngly 
quick apt)rehen£oa of what they leara^ 
ought never to be accepted. They muft 
be made to view every fuhjed in every 
light of whictf it IS capable, and lo eliamine 
k in al) it$ parts^'fo as to acquire not only 
lively, but diftinfi: and true notions cou^^ 
cernlag itr ' 

Habits of accuracy aud arrangement 
alt of fuch importance to thefe volatile 
ipiritS) thftt they ought to be carrieJ into 
every palt of their bufmcfc; and on no 
pretext to be difpenfed with. Their em« 
ptoymertts, their amufements, their hours 
of ffieals, of dreffingv '^^i of relaxation^- 
in ihort, the whole of their time, Oiighi; 
to be und^ the ftrift invariable rule of 
difciptiae. There is an eccedtricitf at-< 

tending 
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tcndldg thcic charafters, wbicb, without 
conftant atteution, will be perpetually flying 
off into fome e3(travagance : and if this be 
fnuch indulged, we may bid a long adieu 
to all improvement, 

Atteiition and arrangement are what 
thefe minds peculiarly (land in need bf;. 
and every thing that can contribute to the 
acquirement of thefe necej^rary habits i$ to 
them of the utmoft confequencc.y We 
may be certaio, that the defultory will 
come to perfe£Hon ia qothing^ !Elvery 
rule with regard to the emplo.yment of 
time which is {fai6lly adhered to, ia one ftep 
towards acquiring thefe habits of arrange^ 
ment in our ideas, of which I have already 
explained the neceflity and ufe^ It is here» 
and only here, that fchools have, in general,, 
an advantage over private tiiition, efpe-. 
cially with regard tp females^ The mo* 
ther who, for ^ant of proper atraggement 
pf her own plans, permits the houflioU 
ecpnpmy and the ircc^ptipn pf yifitons tp, 

l?e: 
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be for ever interrnpting the courfc of her 
inftrudionsy need not expe<% that much 
benefit from them will ever rcfult to her 
children. It is of little confequence how 
thefe chafins are filled up: by the in* 
dolent they will probably be fpent in 
iaantering idlenefs, and in frolickfome 
mifchief by the vivacious; but they will 
prove alike injurious to both. 

The cultivation of every faculty is at- >^ 
tended with a confiderable degree of effort; 
and effort does not ceafe to be painful 
until it is relieved by habit. Where the 
effort is futjed: to irregular interruptions^ 
it will continue to be for ever painful, and 
will confequently be avoided as much as 
pofiible.' It ought to be the peculiar care 
of the preceptor to render thefe efforts eafy 
by confirming them into habits; which 
cannot be done but by perfevcrance. 

Every difficulty will be fmoothed by 
the habit of attention; but the habit of 
attention muft be the ^Sed of many |)ain- 

ful 
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^ io the fl^w anfi dull. Very A^flmifl^i 
boweyer, are ^^ n^P^s to J^fs ufq^, J9 
CT&citing t^efe oppofitp c)iar^(^ers t^ (be 
effort of attention. ][n the languid, ^ ipy|l 
Ripken the dormant fpirit of cariofity } iwp 
mud eQdeayoul* tp animate the fpjrii^f tp 
enliven the yi^city, ai^d tp i^creafe ths 
flow of ideas, t^y ^1 that i$ chperiiil df^ 
e:flulan|tiQg. Wh^ tl^e mi^d t$ iq this 
tjrisdo, the s^ttention may, ivhh eaf^, ))e 
tprnpd to the examins^ioin of ob^eSs from 
%hicb new and flfeful ideas are ;p be s^e? 
ccivpd. Bw jet xko\ the attention be worn 
Qiit« l.et if i?ot, in fuch fubjeAs, be eyet 
flrctched to thepoifit of wearinefs; c^ the 
vmd wiU 9gaiti fink into toTpicHty. 

To $]( the attention of the volatile iuUl 
precipitate, $ tery difljercftt coprfc muftbe 
purfued. We »u(l begiq at a very early, 
period to deO^and accuraicy in the exami- 
TOtion of objefts. . We njuft bri^g the 
i^frHs und^r |he m^f^Qlgxf, of aud^opiys 
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coforckig a rmdj wod im^t ohedieoce. 
Inftead o|F feekjfig, as i^.ili^ otlier cafe, 
to^xfai)ara;e the ipirits» by prdbiuiig a 
VHr{<^ gf qheerftil imager to the mmd; 
ite joMift life our nmoA eodcavour co allay 
difiir ^(iitf^cemt^ without injuriog thai 
temper, or reprefliog cfaetrfuhc^s and yU 
wuhjp Wc miift accoftom them, sis foba 
' « {¥>0ib)e9 to a moderate degree of r& 
fknmi wd» above all other things, we 
mitl p^^vour to f^bdse the pride that 
ia fiopgew^l to feeh temp«^, and in ita 
pLli:e to pbipt the grace of genuine bumt^ 
UW* If V6 fuccec^ 10 this, we Ihall ba?e 
t^ndei^d the cffoit of atteattoo not only 
po^bte^ but eafyi and tbeo'it will be our 
buGnefs to direft it co the acquirement of 
j^, clear, and accurate conceptions. 

The faculty of conception in thcfc two 
9PP0j|tQ char^^eri, and the different me^ 
tbodi to be obfcrved Jn improving it, may 
%^ €0^^red to the procefs pf cryftalliza-« 
«loii 19, fome^ chefnical eTfperuiients. In thefe 

it 
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It fometimes happens^ that in one inftance 
die folution miift be ftirred and agitated 
before a fingic cryftal will appear; while 
in mixtures of an oppofite nature, the fer- 
mentation muft be made to fubiide, and all 
mud be rendered calm and ftill, or the 
particles will never coalefce* 

The very oppofite methods that are here 
defcribed as abfolotely necefiary towards 
remedying the oppofite caiifes of imper- 
feftion in i the faculty of conception, catf 
evidently never, be attempted but in do- 
meftic education. Wherevet numbers are[ 
to be educated together, one rule, one 
fyftem, muft fervc for all. There the half- 
formed conceptions of the quick, and the 
non-conceptions of the flow, pafs equally 
current. The fame taj(k is got by both:, 
the fame routine of leflqns, the fame exer- 
cifes of memory upon words without ideas, 
falls to the lot of all. The confequence 
, is, that the hafty and precipitate, become 
prejudiced and fuptrfcial, and that the flow 
^nd languid remain indolent and ignorant^ 



d by Google 



C 171 j 

To children of keen and lively percep- 
tions^ ic is of the greateft confequenccthat 
the preceptor ihould be quick and pene- 
trating: and to all who are engaged in the 
education of youth, it is abfdutely cflential, 
that they (hould be able inftantly to difcem 
the degree and accuracy of the conception 
formed in the mind of the child, on what- 
ever ful:jed it may be engaged. 

Indolence and partiality are infuperable 
obftacles to this difcemmcnt. Thefe will 
always accept, of a *^ yes," or " I ondcr- 
^^ (land It,*' from the pupil, as fufficienc 
proofs of clear and accunue > conception;, 
while to a lefs. partial or more difceming 
fpe£lator, the .countenance will betray the 
;|bfence or the vacancy of the mind within* 

A good Lady J once knew, who devo- 
ted much of her time to the inftrudion ojf 
the ignorant. It happened, that Iwas 
by one morning when one of her little 
frotegSes wa$ reading to her in the Bible. 
The fabjeft was the taking of Jericho. At 

every 
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evety time that Joflma mardied round the 
watls, a paofe was, made, and a le£hire 
giyen by the good lady on the wonder* 
working power of Providence; trf which i 
evidently faw her little auditor onderftood 
sot one woitL At length the trumpets 
fetinded, and *^ now, Betty, now you will 
" lee how the walls of this wicked place 
" will fall at the prophet's vcmcc!*' 

I here begged leave to fpeak, ** Pray, 
" Betty^ what was Jericho? wae it a man, 
** or a woiiian, or a place, or what ?" 

* I bcHdve it was a woman, Ma*ara,* 
returned Betty, with great y&/ag-;^d?«/. 

I make no donbt that inftanccs may at 
this moment occur to your recoUediony 
when, upon fuch mat-apropos examinations, 
anfwers would have been returned, as little 
fetisfaAory to the preceptrcfs as that I 
have above related. Nay, it is more 
than probable, that if you have ever 
chanced to be prefent when a book be- 
yond a common novel has been read aloud 

to 
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tor 2^ cMoapmf of IstdiK^ en- above ally if 
Jrou . have, over atteitdcd ai philosophical 
ledore;: fou may ^fUblf have had; occafion 
to romark ^ fermatioQ' of cooceptioiit 
no'ihk cTfiotacous zad tnoemgrnous* 

Tbk moft.e&ntial diffeiicncc may ever 
be ob&tved fastvrtxc tfaofe idio have early 
been aieciifiomed^to clear aaddiftind idcas^ 
and thoie who have been in the habit of 
veceiving inax»mrate and fuperBcial ones.: 
drat on* a fiibgeft eqoally new to both, 
ther &nQcr will examine and enquire, and 
be tfapnnighly: mfbrmed, before ihcy pro- 
fefs^ belief; whereas the^ btter catches at 
die fir(fc idea, right or wrong, and coafi-t 
dcntlyia&rts^beilef, before there has-been 
time or proof vo affi)rdi convifiion^ 

It is in early itfe ooly^ that tbfs: raOracfi 
wilt admk of oorei^ In earIy^U&; there** 
feiKi; it8' core ought to be. affiduoniiyE 
ndtavoaredi;: ami few more effe£^ual» ro« 
leedws will botfouod tham fr6(]iieQtwmorci& 
fOLwu This:^ mortificatioQ is fo fevere a 

puniihment 
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puniihmentto an ardent mind, Jthat to avoid 
it, it will willingly fubmit ta the painful 
effort of attention. Monification muft, 
however, be adminiftered with a camions 
and judicious hand; elfe it will harden the 
mind, inftead of humbling it. It muft be 
made to refult from a fenfe of its own pre« 
cipitancy, and led to perceive, of its own 
accord, where that precipitancy plunged it 
into error; and by tracing back its fteps, it 
will lofe much of that felf-confidence, which 
is the great bane of youth in modem times. 
That much of the felf-fufficiency and 
arrogance, which is fo often, and ala§! fo 
juftly, complained of by the obferving mo- 
raiifls of our age, may be traced to the 
fource of a fuperficial education, I, for my 
fhare, have no doubt. By learning a little 
of many things, without acquiring juft and 
accurate ideas upon any, they in h& learn 
nothing but conceit and prefumption. Ha- 
,ving never been made to fieel the neceffity 
of acquiring clear and diftinft conceptions 

upon 
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upon whatever fubjed engaged their jittcn- 
tion, they arc unconfcious of their defici*. 
cncy. They conceive not the confufion 
that reigns in their minds; but confcions 
of having fome ideas upon fubjeds with 
which thofe they efteem the vulgar and 
the ignorant are aUogether unacquainted, 
they pique themfelves iqpon this fancied 
fuperiority, and imagine^poor things! that 
they know all things; when, in faA, they 
know nothing. 

When a mind of quicknefs and vivacity 
has been thus accuftomed to the reception 
of half-formed images^ it. will never fub- 
mit to the control of judgment, nor culti- 
vate the ficulty of reflexion. Thefe higher 
powers of thfe mind will lie for ever dor- 
mant ; and the fole guidance of conduft 
will be lubmrtted to the impulfe of feeling* 
The confequences of this I need not 
pourtray; they are, alas! too glaring, and 
occur too frequently, to iland in need of 
animadveriion; 

If thefe 
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If tbefe tfctogs zt€ mt^ it ^\W ijDffceaf" 
to U9 cvidcttt, ih*U to cultivate th^ feoafty 
df conception', fo aS that all i6e Weasartf 
dteaf, diftihflf, and accurate, is a sanef <rf 
tlie fifft Importance; attd that the confc- 
^ucncd^ refdtiflg from a due attention 
vo this material point, will be itifiniiely 
xtiore bcncflciaf to our pupils, than any 
they coufd reap from' mtikiplying the ob-* 
jigifts of ftddy at an early age. A child 
ihould, in faft, have no moretojcart^ 
ircan" lesSn well. AH rulte for beginning 
tfiis or tfiSrSSnch t>f Tcience are migatofy' 
and' abfard. The object which ought tcy 
be fof ever in the parent's eye, and to Which^ 
all endeavours ought to be direfted^ is thtf 
perfcSing aH the powers of the mind- ift 
Inch a Aailtier, as that when the period oF 
maturity arrives, they may all be employed 
ih promoting the happinefs (the tettpohd 
atad eternal happinefs^ of the' individiiaP 
atid of focictyL The education; that ttnds-' 
not to this end, is worfe than labour loft. It 

perverts 
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perverts the intentiobs of Providence, hf 
preventing tRe expanfion of the idtcllcftual 
facuhies: it bunas the tiioft precious gifts 
of: Heaven; ^nd,^ by fo^ving the feeds of 
pfide and prefut|ijjri6to, it fcattcr s vic eand 
fo^^^^^^g^^^^ worlciT 
• 'il may be thought "very bold In attempt- 
ing' to oviertuhi the eftabliflied lav^s of 
fiaftfion; thofela^'by whidh the generality 
of parents are guided in the fyftem of edu« 
caition. But however ftibmiflitc to her dc* 
ccees iafab^e£bs:of tafte^Thave bfecn early 
taught^ that-tvekher .Tcafon or confcience 
bught to yield to' her authority. "^ 

Inmy oppofition inthe prefeot inHindQ 
IhlLppily donot ftand alone^ I am bleft ia 
a coadjutor who has wielded againft the 
i^em of modern education t he bright 
weapons of witjiRd eloq^fence^jnlsg^^^ 
the ftronglirm of truth and reafom* All 
I can advance upon the fubjea, will prove 

* see Mrs* More's Stri^res on Female Education. 
VOL. II. N an 
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9^n \^fy!SiiQ9 of thu^ juftico of hor obfenrst- 
tjiouf^ vf)^(^ tx^Yj in ilkeir tQm> fervc as a 
cpmm^Bt vpo9 mihe. She pourtxap. tke 
CQ^f^qi^QQC^s^ I trace the caufe, of the 
CTik pf vhich wc mm:vijally complain. Th^ 
giddinefs, the frivdKty, and the fuperfipalf- 
qel^, whiph (he £b ^i^cli, defcribes^ would 
never hjav^c been eng^erediin>thejomI^ul 
mind \m hf an cducaLtiony Mrhicb^ inftead 
of endeavouring, graduiilif and cflbSnaHy 
to devdope the facilities^ acoocding.to the 
9rd^ defcribcd by; natute» has ftt natnco 
%9d coPOffoDrfenfe at de&ncc; anct^; i|e^ 
gardlefs of their laws^^ hasJva^ily anned 
% giving aA artificial. maturity^ a feeming 
^cmidfty in icteas, v^here^ inxeality^^^ist 
^aft^ aod.barren. . . ^ 

Wbea little mifs on fittje maftfir, .ampt 
home frpm fchool^ wc alreftttaned: by.iho 
rqcital of their accoHipliftimems* Theyj 
a|:9 all. drilled in langtiages, and ejtpert iox 
fcience; all equally fiivottredby tbeMa£sa 
and the Qrac^s* Nothing can equal the de^ 
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fi^t whiiHi a benevolent ttiind experien.^ 
in the conteraplaiion of fuch pcrfcftjonl 
** How rapidly,**^ it is hicKncd to think,' 
^ muft knowledge and' Virtec be diffiafcd- 
^ throughout the worW, when thefe tcndc* 
•* Wofforas of wifdom fliaH have ripened to 
^maturity!' Sec the btefteffefts of (frcw* 
^ hig the path of 'learning with ifowcrsi 
^ What formerly coft years of ancntjoiK 
"^ and pcfcieverance^ is now accomplifiied 
^ in fefe than as many months. Surely, 
^* forei}', we have very much improved 
** upon the method of our forefathers} 
** and of thefe improvements the next gc- 
** netation will tafte the happy fruits/' 

Yes, my Friend, we have improved Up* 
on the ,wifdom of our anceftorsj pretty 
tnnch m the fame manner, as he who (hould 
exchange an oak wood for a grove of 
Lombardy poplars; and if we lay afidc all 
idea of durability, ftrengih, and utility, the 
Jroung poplar will, I acknowledge, claim 
the preference^ But when we come lo 

apply 
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supply the one and the other to uifeful pur-- 
ppfes, we (hall have no reafon to think 
ourfelyes gainers by the exchange. , 
] Every thing in nature teaches us, that 
\jrhatever is intended for ftrength and 
duration advances by flow degrees to ma^ 
turity^ The human niind, in this refpeft, 
obeys the fame laws as the material world j 
and 4s, nature, though flow, is ever ope- 
rative and vigilant, we furely ought, when 
we attompt tp aft the part of her afliftants, 
tp follow her plan, and be guided by her 
example, ^ 

In our vain attempts to. overturn the 
order of nature, by prefenting objefts and 
purfuits to the mind,, which demand the 
exertion of faculties of which it is not yet 
in pofleflion, we are guihy of a double 
fpccies of impofition. We impofe upon 
our pupils, by making' them conceive that 
they get ideas of things, on which they 
have, in reality, no ideas; and we impofe 
upon ourfelyes by their feeming progrefs — 

an 
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an itnpofition which is greatly aided hy the 
facility with which the found of words is 
committed to memory in early life. Thus, 
without paying any attention to the culti- 
ration of the firft and fundamental faculties, 
we flatter ourfelves that we have abridged 
the path to wifdom and knowledge; while, 
in reality, we have been leading them 
from it, in the dircft road to conceit and 
ignorance. 

When we confider that the excrcife of 
attention is abfolutely neceflary towards 
diftinft perception and accurate difccm- 
ment; and refleA how difficult it is to roufe 
attention in the flow, and to check the 
rapid fucceffion of ideas in the quick, (o zi 
to give attention leave to operate; we (hall 
perceive, that a multiplicity of things to be 
learned at once, muft inevitably tend to re- 
tard the progrefs of the faculties. Thofe 
who have experienced how difficult it is to 
give juft, and clear, and diftinft notions to 
a child, upon any fubjeft which 1s no: the 

immediate 
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immediate objefi of its external lenfes, 
mod be fenfible of the utter impof^ibtlity 
of its learning many things well at*the fame 
time. Where the attention is turned from 
objeft toS3l5jeJ!r«fie conlegu^^ 
iliSlTwilhfet 5n"fiohe; not, at ieaft^Jgir 
fuch^'Iengtli of tiffie as to ac^yyyr$,4Jg;f 
ana ~^(tinS" conceptions. It is the percep^ 
tlons^onljr that will in, this cafe be excr- 
cifed; the words will be feen, they will be 
heard, and they will be repeated. Thefe 
perceptions will be committed to memory^ 
but in all this procefs there is neither knqww 
ledge, judgment, nor difcernment; and the 
more completely the time is filled by fuch 
employment, the more will the developes 
inent of thefe faculties be retarded. 

This leads to the queries with which 
iny lad letter concluded. ]s it propor to 
rellrift the exercife -of memory in child* 
liood to fuhjeAs whereon it has acquire 
}uft and accfirate notions? h it never to 
1^ cuercifedopon wof^s, of wMctncanr 
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mg it bas no diftmft ideas? I &<mld be 
foxff to be f6 «i»ier(l6od* I thi&k ^ v 
mbmoiy inay be exercifird with great adt 
vastage in trfaildfaood, upon ivotds ^i^bicb 
can, at that pieriod, cdtxvey no diilind ideas 
to the mind ; but thefe are woHs which are 
afterwards to be made nfe of; they ifre 
the tools with which the mind ky at a fu« 
tone period, to work. Snch arc the rules 
^iif grammar; the terms made ufe of in 
the fciences, which are to form a part of 
the future fliidies; and, in fhort, kil thofe 
general daffifications, which tie, as it were, 
the objedls of knowledge mto feparate 
parcels, and thus abridge the labour of 
refearch and arrangembnt. 
Ercry one, who at aii advanced period 
' of life has attempted to inftruft himfelf in 
• any branch of fcicAce, nmft be fcnfibic how 
n^nch die ^fSculry is increafed, by the lofe 
of the apritude, which ipcmory has m early 
life^ for tetalniag nlerc percipptioAs. What 
ts deaWy feticcivfed upon the fubjea, the 

memory 
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memory faithfully retains; but it is not 
withouc great and Repeated effoitB that 
Ae neceflary Urms come to be familiarly 
recoUeftcd. I have known fevcral perfons, 
who* have been by this diflSiculty deterred 
from the purfqit of botany, chemiftry, and 
other fciences, for the acquirement of which 
they felt the moft ardent inclination. Had 
the technical terms belonging to thofe fci- 
cnces been committed to memory, at that 
period of life when words (that is to fay, 
perceptions) are received with facility, 
and recolle£led with eafe, the fciences I 
have mentioned would have been attained 
without the fmalleft difficulty. 

The grammatical rules of every language 
come exadly under the feme defcription* 
Perfons to whom thefe rules have been 
familiar from the period of infancy, eafily 
acquire the habit of arranging their words 
with propriety; while thofe who have not 
at an early period made this acquirement, 
though by the ftudy of philofophical gram* 

mar. 
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mar, they may attain a perfed knowledge 
of its principles, yet will they in prafticc 
be frequently at a lofs, and often liable to 
error. I candidly confcfs, that I fpeak this 
from my own experience ; and am fenfiblc 
that a more perFe^ acquaintance with the 
rules of grammar; acquired even by rote 
in early life, would' have favcd me many ai 
painful hour of future ftudy. 

Here, then, have I prcfenicd you with 
a wide field for the exercife of the memory 
of perceptions. But deceive not yourfelf ; 
deceive not your child into an opinion that 
it has obtained any knowledge from thefe 
exercifes. Let them be looked upon as 
they really are — mere materials, which arc 
to be made ufe of at the proper period. 
Of real ufe they will certainly be found; 
they will be as well- tempered mortar in the 
conftrudlion of the folid edifice. But you 
mud not fo far miftake, as to confider this 
mortar as the building} if you do, the in* 
telle^lual fabric will never be reared. 

It is. 
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It IS, I believe, a ,vcry generally received 
notion, that a tafte for poetry is infpired 
by the recitation of vcrfes. Let us ex- 
amine in \?hat this tafte coafifts. 

Poetry addreflcs itfelf particularly to the 
imagination and to the feelings, *^ In pa-. 
*« etry,*' fays Mr, Stewart, *• the cffeft is 
** inconfiderablc, unle/s vpona mindsvbicb 
" pojfejfes fome degree of the author* s genius ^ 
•* a mind amply furnijhed^ by its previous 
♦* habits^ with the means (f interpreting the 
** language which he employs; and able^ by 
*^ its own imagination^ to co-operate with the 
" effeSs of the art.** And is it by a 
fenfelcfs repetition of the poet's words, 
that all thefe indifpenfable requifites are 
to be acquired? I grant, that by the 
repetition of fmooih verfes the car may 
become fenfible of harmonious meafurej 
and this, I believe, pftcq enough paiTes 
\ for poetical tafte. But where |hc piind i$ 
incapable of keeping pace with the rapid 
affociaiions of the poetj where the fineft 

allnfioDs 
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allolioiis are loft for want of concq>tioiR 
to apprehend their meaning; where the 
fincft imagciy prefems no objed to the 
naind; the emotions that are: excited have 
iurely oo affinity to the fublimc or beautU 
ftth Even in defcriptive poetry, nnlcfs 
the obje£h have been familiar to the 
perceptions, it is impoflible that the moft 
juft and beautiful defcriptjop can convey 
^ny ideas to the mind. 

Let us fnppofe a little girl, whofe ac« 
quaintance with natural objeAs extends to 
the grafs-plat which ornaments the centre 
of fome uietghbouring fquare. In order cq* 
cultivate a tafte for defcriptive poetry, (he, 
is enjoined the ta/k of getting by heart 
Gray's celebrated elegy, which abound^ 
in imagery at once natural and affeding. 
Let us follow her in the conceptions (he 
fonn& from it. Two lines wiU be a fuffi- 
pent example: 

^« The cmfew tdls the kncB of tMntmg iift 
^^ Tbc fowiftg herd wiad flowly o'er the Jesu*' 

The 
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' The curfew, it is more than probable, (he 
has never heard of. Perhaps in fome of 
the " Beauties of Hiftory/' which flie has 
read as leffons, the curfew may have been 
mentioned, hut if is pojfthle that it may 
never have been explained ; of the tolling 
of a bell Ihe has perhaps heard, but of the 
meaning of kntll flie is compleatly igno- 
rant. With the term farting day flie, 
it is likely, affociates the idea of the black 
Monday, on which flie parted with her' 
friends to return to fchool ; an aflbciation 
fulBcicntly melancholy to accord with the 
tone of the poem, but not very likely to fa- 
cilitate het knowledge of its defign. What 
does flie. make, what can flie make, of the 
fucceeding line? . A herd flie has probably 
heard of, as one who takes care of flieep, 
goats, or other animals ; but why the herd 
fliould low^\% certainly beyond her com- 
prehenfion. How, or in what manner, he 
winds, is equally fo. She is told, indeed, 
that he winds flowly, and flie knows that 

one 



d by Google 



[ 189 ] 

oncmay wilul a dock, or a watch either 
flowly or quickly ; and with that idea (he 
probably affociatcs it, pafljing the fuccccd* 
ing wor^s of aVr the lea as mere cxplcii^cs, 
placed there by the poet to lengthen out 
the line;,. for which purpofc twedle dee 
would, to her conception^ have done 
every whit. as well.. ... 

I could thus go through the whole poem, 
and think I fhould leav.e.no doubt upon 
your mind at the conclufion^ that the child 
had receive4 as many ideas from this exer- 
cifcof memoiy, as flic would have done 
from the repetition of any old rhyme. 

Where the perceptive powers have been 
fufficiently exercifed upon natural objeSsy 
fo as to render the greater part of a 
poetical dcfcription intelligible, great ad- 
vantage may indeed arife from the picrufal; 
becaufe, in that cafe, this pleafure which 
the mind receives . from feeing the images 
with which it has been familiar, fct in a 
new> and more elegant, and elevated point 

of 
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of View, win fcrve to cnHvcn the powers 
cf cuf iofity and obfcrvarion, aad prove a 
ftimulus to the acquirement of new ideas* 
I wcH remember how eagerly I catight 
the information, that bells were worn by 
the leaders of the flock, in moft parts of 
England. The cuftom was unltndwn in 
the part of the country where I paffed my 
childhood, and confeqiiently the firfl fines 
of a poetical defcripiion which I ardtntly 
admired, were to me unintelligible.* The 
remaining lines prcfented objefts with 
which I had long tjeea familiar. The 



** When Bloufelind expir'd^ the iiretheHs beU 
«* Before the drooping floCk pour'd forth her knell \ 
** The folemn death-watch cHck'dthe hour (he dy'd^ 
. " And ftriUinft crickets, in th« chimney: cry/d; 
^< The boding raven on her cottagj&fati 
<^ And with hoarfe croaking, wam'd us of her fate; 
*< The Ianabkin» which her wonted prudence bred» 
** Dropp'd on the plains that fatal injRtint deadi;, 
** Swarm'd on a rotten ftick, the bees I fpy'd» 
«^ Which eift ?faw when Goody Dobfon dy'd.'*^ 

iimple 
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fimple fopevflatuons of the pea&ftry were 
kaown to me ; I had frequently heard their 
otigin explained) and their folly pointed 
ont; but the colours thrown over them 
l^y the charm of poetry prefented thcxn to. 
my view in a new and interefling light. 

And noW) my dear Friend, let me refer 
it to your judgment, (fetting aU adherence 
to cullom, to theory, and to prejudice, 
entirely aiide) whether a relifli' for the 
beauties of poetical dcfcription wiU not be 
much more likely to refult from a lively 
attention to all the images which are 
employed by the poet, as they b<ic^me 
ob)eift«f of perception, than by the repeti- 
tion ^f words without ide^s? A familiar 
and intimate acquaintance with the objefts 
of nature will' not, it is true, be always 
fufficicut to iiifpire poetical tafte; but with- 
out an intimate acquaintance with natural 
objefts, the conceptions of the poet can 
never be underftood; for it is from the 
material world that all the fineft imagery 

of 
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of the poet is derifcd. Ffom the fmc 
fource we^haye all our id^as of the fublimc 
and beautiful. The defcriptions of the 
ppet, by callmg our attention to thdfe ob- 
jefts, incrcafes the -cmotiojis which tiiey 
have a natural tendency to e;(cite; and thm 
a tafte for poetry enhances the plcafure 
we derive, from contemplating the beauties 
of natiire, while an accurate knowledge 
p( natural objefts gives to poetry a pecu- 
liar. zeftv. " ' -.: . '-, i 

It is, then, from a cultivation of the per* 
ceptive fa<:ulties, that we'only caa attaia 
thofe powers of conception which are effce- 
tlal to tafte; and without this cultivation, 
a)] the beauties of all the poje;'ts who have 
qver written, committed to memory, wo6ld 
do no more towards infpiring poetical tafte, 
than the fincll of a rofe would do towards 
giving an idea of its colour to one who 
had been born blind. 

From the tenor of thefe obfcrvation$ 
on the cultivation of the perceptive and 

conceptivc 
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country education in the early pa^idf life 
irittitptnriQ&udidydyikn^ Thofe^i^ho 
|utife:k not 'ji^r. thon: ^#er ib glre tbit 
4idv»iiini(g[c;iil ihdr diidrati) «hdfe>«iioft 
libitttioil {weihite/jdidir pdpU finkabtbt 
|»ibefk .o£ iut ottcofivc vid firiadiiifMn^ 
ll^staMd neibh^MCural tt^efts^ ought 4» 
l^e^pinticiilatiy iiBdtarfi 10 .taeke iIks 
toiq^dk fbr tins; Aiitformie^ .ii)r fciziiig 
wny 'i9()potlvuiif]r?Di dmnbiig- tfioir < Uttci^ 
ifiUTtQ:'^ Imtiitel rfl^s 'widUi^ tkdr 
reach^: U titt.^^Ubfe i|Mld:faiUdi fli 
their perufal, the book of animated nature 
is b^titt before them. If •* the various 
^^^lAfld&afiA hm^fl M^ . 4^ft -^hf £kon\t^ ^- ♦!>#> 

fun, modn, and ftars, may dill be feen. 
Nor ought an attentive examination of the 
works of art to be neglefied. In moft of 
thefe, fome pri9ciples of fcience are in« 
volved. From the mod fimple piece of 
mechanifm ideas may be derived; and no 
fource that cipfumilh the mind with ideas 
'¥S&Vn. o which 
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which are jtift and'nccdrace^ ought we to 
overlook. . ' j 

V rhave inciitred the rUk oiF wearyiflg yott 
Qpoit the ibbjed:of -accurate conception, 
loeeaufe rbeliero that it. is but iinie. at- 
tended to by the inftrudors of youth; andl 
would iiather tax yoafcpatience by prolixity, 
thauJeave any thrngvunTaid which could 
tend to enforce the? belief of its import* 
ance. 1 That importance will ftill ^appear 
jitailronger point of view* whea we^ome 
tatconlidisnr.tfae&culEyiof Judgment, which 
Aafi be the'fulgea of the nc3tt Letter*: '^^* 

• ... . r . -^r , . Adieu. 
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i^UMeghsio 9f^^ the. Objects of 

...yf.erc^^ion.'^iiccessUtf of exercising it 
upon sensible pbjecis.—Illusfrafions.'^ 
How it may at At st^ he exercised on Moral 
^''jPropoSitions.^Parii/ Prejudice 'inimical 
'[io its 'Cilthathn: ^Vbsenhtons on thU 
'^Mtaik'^TheiJie^'lfiii^ . 



. MY DEAk FRIENli^ . 

*j\'Sattthd!ci*rol'8,'af>d tnan^oflbi^'vl^esi 
^'^-df ftankitidoHginate in a deficienci^ 
0r perverfioh t>f ihefacuky of fudgfrtent^r 
ivt iKre caJled «pdn ^fot i, very paricola* 
atteatioa to its cultrvatlon add •improve-^ 
ment. By- tradng ilic prbgrefe pf its gra- 
dttsd dcvclbpeiftciii in fhc hUitoh hiinrf, wc 
flull perhaps be enabkk) to exr^t our dwof 
judgaieat to advantage^ in detenainidg ea 

the 
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the fteps moft proper tp.be taken for the 
cultivation of this important Taculty ; while 
by obferving the obAsboks ^equently op- 
pofcd to its improvement, we fhall perceive 
t!it »ibftMdf'k<^M!(!M^iMKi«^'g^^^^ 
• It evidently a^fc»s; lliat Jbdgtnfent 
begi&S frrft Xb opmte in tlie perceive 
faculties^ an^ th^^^ til|/^tht cotomcncc?^ 
of this oj)cration,^the mind iSviiK^pabk of 
improvement iromnlMy ^o^j?^ u>j[v jSafe. 
The knowledge that is obtained of the 
relative diftaiiecs ^ TifibhrT ^jefts, is an 
operation of judgment: even in the belief 
of the exiftence of fttdk^btijtfts; jtiJ^cnt 
is cmKtfrfted^^ .:4!M%d,:ttH^',S®fti«atj|^n 
oo^ht Xq iBdkt m ipafiM«uM(f resd'^fttf G^ 
xpaAc^ing the ieiiikr>i)iHid^pf ME»i^:^ifi«^ 
^rrcapeuAJwdgnpcitt, j^iH:ci©ittgjhfpoi&» 
crs ^ pffoperiie^ ,'0|f,,:fl^;QJk)jea6; ifitlk 
wW€h*hfiy^r«a«>ft^|[^V(fHii«:. ,- >:j 
•. «ii If:^ofirlQiichtk|b {tik:k^kw%l{bc^p[f^ 
^f ftnd. bc^i >y0u^" '^^ the fodt& iQiMrk 

:. the 
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tfae wore (aiQ>lc mother, < and if jom 

* l>m$ »t »^ii yo«» « will hurt yop.* 

i$ ^p/ixtfiiif QKule ^:nlUil? that ^e pe- 
imt: of .qI^Q&^ 4»^ a<n 4epend upon hU 
p9CC|M;iQn of thap. Xo the in^t (he 
9^p£t i&QQ Wogcr prefw thao it i^ vifiblc; 
tp hi* (ye% jkf ppwers of conccptbu 
mi4 iudgmeat m^ botb h»ve c^ccrted tbeir 
Iqflif^QQCy before he ibeliev^ the contratj: 
and by what flow de^^i'ces their influeqce is 
f;^f;rt6d> if obviou^i <IS We fee childrcQ of 

t>^ or three yc»rs pf »|:e, wh?, w^cn tivy 
opirer their ^rq, jpiaglpc ifccgf ju-e.fecijrely 

, If «e attemjit to forse xkQ prpgr^s o( . 
jn^DfWPi at a Tety wly agp, ye lbaU onl^ 
^le^ilpx iW pawwf if we ve >lvays ready 
w wwy littk ioAsw^e ,io iptctpofc qur 
owt^ f9 99 tP forefti^l The jtyij^mepts of 
4^ child, we (hall <(ea«U it to rc(l qpoflL 
9;ij^xk?mjp W jhc ,65tf<»Uy qf j^d^menj: 
will probably be little exerted dMr9P|[h lifer 
, It 
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It ought, therefore, to be our brtfincfa 
to lead and affift the judgment, fo as to 
render ft ftrdng and vigorous, father than 
to impofe lipon it the diftates of authority. 
By pointing out to children the erroneous 
judgments which they form upon the tri- 
fles within their fphere, we fhall not only 
iipprove their powers of judging, but make 
them fenfible of the advantage of implicit 
obedience to thofe who are capable of fa 
much more difcernmcnr. ' " - 

A child confiders its painted toy as ^ 
uhole; it has no notion of its parts, pro- 
per lies or attributes. It is told,' that by 
wetting it it will be deftroyed. Unmind- 
ful of your warning, it drags it through 
water; the paint comes ofP, the glue di& 
folvcs, aiid the whole fabric is demoMbed; 

"bid I not tell you, you little mifthie- 
f* vous monkey, thatit would be dcftroyedf 
*^ The little coach kne\y that you were 
^* naughty in difobeying me, aticj it went 
«:tQ pieces,-^ 

CliWming 
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Charming^ leflbb to tte jodgtiiedttkis! 
much is ic likely to improvie lulder fiich 
management! : - i ' 

^^ Come CO me, my- Htde felbw, and I 
•* trill let you fee my reafon for •warning 
** you againft wetting this toy* You fce^ 
^^ in the firit place, that it was made -up of 
^* feparate pieces of wood, which, being 
^•'cm into the proper ^fliape, were joined 
" together by means of a little ghic; now 
^* this glue or cement diifoives in water, 
^* fo that you fee the reafon of its coming 
'^< afunckr as- fooa as it was wet. Let the 
^ pieces be dried^' and yop (hall have a 
" little cement to fix them together again 
** your(elf. Yoa know that the wood was 
•-^at firft white, Ufce/^He colour of the 
^* boards of the floors but when the coach 
^< wsks made, the toyman put a little paint 
^< upon it, which being ill: made up, and 
.**.flightly laid on, was eafily .wafhed^ ofii 
^* And n©w you fee, my /dear, how I came 
f^to £c»«tell the confeqaences of pmting 
A^-yiour toy in water.** 
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may not find opportunities o^ Wi^Oflr^tt 
|^fa<;«]|ji(l of 3ad|mqH ra4 OMPrption 
« bfr cbiUimi. Tbc ^M pi^ot ti^ be 
attPttikd to t^. ibo !CQ^op«raitQ» of t]icife 
fiiQvdtifisjii nwji fiaam vAuA flw eapli^m* 
If (be gMft bejnod. their f oac^^ diey^ wiH 
tanricirb^ ewrted« U (be do^i^noe 4ii^nrim»- 
mif, Am!! wiU» in h^ %wmpt$i h w0ff ^ag 
^bo tfifiijit Qundt be:Qfti[f givjogf »^VQ»fiifed 
jwdkkdiftiiid kiu>wl«i||Q «f ftas» ififtrad 
of cubivating tboft faodi^Qft ty.vivcli 
ilMA resil and vSeM l^taiadedge em eycr 

baacquirai. h/ 

^ Some aie horn to gvoatnefi, icfautas* 
^ <ihiovQ gMame&y and Ioqu have gxeaiaefe 
^tfaruiVnpoilflwii,? ift^FaIijiff)iadfe 
it » \ntb louaiag.. It ia toa often Ant^ 
iipoi\ chiUsen; aad vhcvo it is f<^ irarmay 
woturo ta affett that greatnefe wiU Msrer 
te aiaUcvBcil. A tmij gaoatr andrcoaQftre^ 
baoftf ^ nuiid ara^ w«r ]pei faaatA by 

. aui^cial 
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MfikU W€M$^ hk wdur tot cfleft ibe 
compl^t and ferfefy di^dop^mefU of ibc 
iwdU^u^l bbSbsnu W ^^ ^feod ibe 
Imd from cmktn ^k fbnft ejcpofe k fo tbfc 
Qtnial inAucttM of the iim i>f teiifon^ wt 
«fU£bfiQiirtib k by traih» aiWl proinote it$ 
€9qpMlbo hf fimiriftng the £»il; but if wc 
ibrciUy te^t it opca, «e floajr KM adieu w 
all eiq)csd9tioii 06 fwk. ^ 

Of all the faculties, that of jodgoieitt k 
fnoft eSbntifibfi isjutodf by tbc injudicious 
{peed df Qur oaurcsr in modem education. 
The judgment^ indeed^ has to time to opd- 
tBKj Of) xipporQEnnt; fiw r xertioQ. ; £1907 
driug i9 prefamed nadp-^made^ if I may* u& 
tbe expocffion, and the pupil ha^ nothing 
10 do but 10 damh m mcmoiy with tie 
gamntta pvoarided f» k| and 'where thdb 
are de&cinac, ic muft pot up with die deftri- 
xmsfs f<>>^ iv has 00 inateriab wherewith ie 
weave anjr fbrkidf.. 

The pfiopdkiofis upon which it is the 
praraiciq of Jtt^mcQC to exepcife its jpDwer, 

arc 
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arc all in tlveir namrcs cither trac or faUcj 
and whether th^ be iruc'or faUc, it is the 
bufmefsof judt^ment to afcertaiu. -By > bar* 
itig been frequently exerttfed upon thoft 
, in which its conceptions were aiSfl^ by 
the fenfeSj it comes by degrees to be 
prepared for deciding upon, thofe which 
are formed from ideas in the mind^ the 
patterns of which are no .longer prefent 
to the fighit, . • . : 'v 

Thus a child whofe conceptions have 
been exercifed upon numbers^ fo as to 
have acquired clear and diftinift' ideas of 
what is meatit by one, two, three, &c^ will 
more eafily perceive the truth 6f, the pro- 
pofition, that three times three, are nine; 
than a younger child, whofe conceptions 
have not been thus exercifed, will perceive 
the truth of the propoiition^ that one and 
,cnc make two.^ To enable iti ta form a 
judgment upon this, it muft-have clear and 
diftinft conceptions of the meaning, of the 
words} and added to that, i^pdginmt 
.; muft 
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maft be affifted by the perceptiofis; for 
•without vlfibic or tangible objeds, no 
knowledgeof numbers, or judgments upon 
them, could be acquired. 

In learning the power of numbers, the 
judgment is much improved, provided 
that the judgmtot be permhted to be dulj 
exercifed. But if we only aim at harrying 
die pupil on as faft as poifible through 
the rules of arithmetic, that we maybe 
able to boaft of its aftonifliing progrefs m 
having got to the R^le of Tbrecy while 
others of the fame age have notprocceded 
beyond fimple Addition ; the memory will 
probably havebeen the only facultyexercifed 
throughout the whole procefs. Through-' 
out the whole courfe of education^ children 
are great fufferers from our having forgot* 
ten the procefs by which we ourfelves 
acquired the knowledge we now pofiefe. 
The. int^mediate ideas which ferved as 
links in the chain of our original concepi^ 
licmsai have fled &om our reooUedion ; we, 

therefore, 
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therefore, aimsr tiUnk vfiprdkntmg Umbbi 
CO tbc miod3 ^ oor chiMmi; mA fi9t 
^ritbout thde cofiQfidklg ideih3, it is iRqfif)f 
(ibie that we fhould evw ^ceodia fOHlr 
snooicatiDg kiftm^tioiu 

For the flow, tlje ftep^t of tj^^ }ik^d<r 
IbouM be fiioni9Md} and wc ogghf tf> a(. 
certaift tbdr having firm fpfMiDg upon OM, 
before we urge their progsei^ to motimfp 
For the q«iick» fewer ftc^ will ferve» iHK 
diefe ought to be ex»mued with tccuni^ 
£6 as that, they may be retrwced with ter- 
taisitf and preciiion; othierwife thefHf^ 
«riU foe in danger pf hwrykig wkb pnecipjr 
csuBcy w the top, and ibmAjwg off to iowf 
ether id^yed; and viH in f»ia emikftvour M 
find again the way over libc £uQe gfoPiKJL 

Every ju(^[meitt which the mbd ibrm^ 
is a diftinfi ftep in the path of knowledges 
and the abfntd attempts whidi are made tp 
lift children at onee kto the nogions of 
fcienec, fanetio lefii ridiculoitB, than vimiA 
be our endeavours to m^e diiidreti vnik 

with 
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i»lth <»fe4lid gr atfgft ifa fe fsy.ly always cart. 
#y(iig Ybem in ottr arms« The ufe of the 
ftdital i^ufeies, as well at o£'iche limbs^ 
mSk bt acquiKd. bf isxercife; Sucb is 
Aie tow of mxune^ tod we never gain by 

I • h&ite kMPWQ ohi)dh»/'WhOj fifcm cfae 
time they could fpeak, laid isttftors cipoa 
rm&cti ^ iMnkib tlixmi and ^ what Was 
lilt kdttfeqoeti(;ef i^t^^^c^ mMf wordi 
and few ideao; ' Let oil (upfHtc one of 
tfr«fe4Uldm& leomog bkbt&etit^ whkh^ 
ut • bKiflbbcftm ciibfdrtod^' m^ be made 
iB ttfdfol coeaaa 9f fbengcbtoli^ the fiu 
ialK)r »f Itidgnidifi; It i» iRlught lo rc^eac 
after tb6 imfter, '^^ five and two siafct 
f^I^dft^ tfiaren isnd frrto are fduVvciitH^' 
a«[d fo^^^ ffUi foffKximut mpeikij&n^ thk 
Mriaxitepoxitj^ofvirari^ fixed in the 
WaaStfi 4aid 'ihas k is aUd to gcc ibrougb 
Adrian «oidra% wdh. Ncxrcoaues th^ 
Adnlti^cadoti tMe^ vikich k leans by 
Mive^ and'api^eain the fam&^vvay^as «ftea 

%/...:: 2,;:: . as 
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as it fs wanted.. And ib on. throagh all 
the rules^ the Rafter aififting all tbe ti^e 
whenever tlfe: pupil is -at a(njr. lofs, but 
never attcmpiing to tmfcild.a pti»ciplcii>r 
to. give aiiogle idea upon tjbte fubj^dl J 
fpeak from experie;nce^ as.it is the way in 
which itnyfelf was taught^, Md as I btlieve 
many X2tbers are. .. , .^j \^^ . ij <r 
Lot us/uow fbppofe ailthtld, wfeofe.eoii* 
ceptions bw^ been gi^tfuaUyJiaprOMdrbJS 
the tmceafipgvi thoughialmo&imparceptifr 
ble^rcffoftr of arrjudidons: andiiaticritivlj 
parent., She marks the tinieiwheii ideas 
upon the fubjeft of numbers may be.givca 
with e&fl:. : Shft feizeaiitlwJ im^l #rp4^ 
period for bcgimiing her tnftru^^nsf;:!^ 
rather for leading tfat: ihii^ to inftru£bttfelf< 
By frequently reeurring^^dpportunities (bfi 
exetdfiiA^the conceptions and^be judgment 
upon units. She renders . sdl:the ;di£n*eQt 
combinations that, can pro&ce numbers 
under ten, familiar to thefe.faculuef; and 
then proceeds to add ten tQten^ till the 

conceptions 
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concq>tibns,diti embrace Imndrcds. Tabidi 
of numbered are ithcn givca la be fummed 
upland at cvcT^ftcp thcrjndgment.is tatight 
to dccidcoiy hs tfuth and ccartahiry- MuU 
dplicattoa ts!.expia)ned as a'ffaorter m^hod 
of Addtdon/ and its. principles unfoUed. in 
ptainiandfcafj terms. By frifqucnt excr- 
€ife,\'tbe;miixd becomes fq familiar to the 
fob^cfl, that .itsrkobwlcdge appears: inijiU 
ti^e^ its %]das'are all xlear and accurate;: 
^d: althdhgh' tBc rules may: hot be gone 
througlT' jkah a tenth part ..df : ilic fpeed, 
with whtcVthcy-wxrre^alloped oiRcrio thst 
formcf inftance; we cannot doubt^'tliat 
whidaboth piipils come td. put; tfaeijrkttow^: 
ledge <mto praA'ce,: the ' latter:>wiU have a( 
greaiixid.manifcft advantage/ . 
: How, indeed, in: the fortser csfe could 
the poor child poffibly acquire clear ideas 
upon any fubjeft, when it probably had 
twenty' things to learn at^tfte iartie time, 
all opppfite in.tl^eir natures, casing | up 
diflferoit truss of ideas, and requiring dif- 

ifereiit 
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ferent tones bf irniodj It k iikciriic.profai« 
bk^ dut in tbe btgh itocomiaraG it his 
heand beftowcd ba tbdc omnnratai dooone 
pliAtnents whkii are deemcdianectfary to 
t perfon of ratik, it has Idmiod taafibciate 
ideas of vnigAvky^, qvsi cankqQGaAj ^ 
eosccmpt^ to a fcitnce^ which nfiocoliarlf 
neceflkiy to people of bofideik.. v.By: tbdb 
fiilfe affociatfOQi tbe judgiheiit H pctifcniA 
at a very- eanrty ^peHodt and of'iiheic (Mi 
affodation^'the paremi mtifi.dtfBft herfbHV 
n^^otAd have faerrcMld fidfieffid* of ti 
femid. miifd iiQ() ^lg<Dratn(' tnodbtfeddhig* v 
Thp 'coiidu& of ' liSs roqnitto no ioft 
accnraqr of calcuiatkn thab ?ihr ddnrfttA bf 
bufioefs^ arDd;tbdfciibi(XLoEiramlB8ra,ii9&oi 
firfl to laft/boing tiim^vdti^dssinilBiftitt:^ 
li^itb the laoft ' difthva ic^^* iv/cxfahe 
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moft difiinS; even die leaft variajtion, which is Jto unft, 
fndicin^ each C9fiium'dli0ti ^ Q^rly <BneV^t trdt/t 
tbit wiiiQk approa^bcthtieaM^t^ i(||i3s,|hf<ta9ff!tc^ 
• CdQtf : '/'WO being as diitinA from oTiCp as two hundred: 

and 
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ittmoft iflo^ttMce^ not mcrdy to the 
merchapt »d accbmpiuty biit to every 
xatiottftl being* It ought bcfides to be 
eoftfidered, thac tbe mind make^ ufe of 
jl^mbct io all m idms^ of ditraibn and 
:^^fofiafi, Om Ufas of infinity,- vmh 
jtegfitd either to time or (pace, are nobbing 
\m the infinicjr of wmber. Thofe vfaofe 
ideas: cottceming tbe powefs of Qumba- 
jire' ^Eiiot and co&fofed, will be foiHid to 
}kiic Tei!y conBifed and iQaeeuf ace ideas 
upte many other fubjcfts. 

In^e educatbn of boys this is, pisrbapfi^ 
lufficiemly sittebded to^ bot why oar own 
fei» flkottJd'befo uttetif precluded, as they 

And th^ idesis of inuo being as diftiodt from tbe id^aaof 
threet as ^e magnitude of the whole earth is from that 
of a Rlke. fhis is not the cafe in othier fimple modes, 
im if)mh k ife not ib eaff » nor f»^rhaps ppifibie for fis» 
to difHnguifh betwixt two approaching ideas; for who 
will undertake to find a difference (in his conceptions) 
bctsreetotbe- white of this paper and that of the next 
degree t/o,hi- or qm form diftind i4eas of ewfrth* 
leafl excefs in extenfign. Se^ Locke on the Human 

yoL. 11. p generally 
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generally are, from thi^ mod ufeful branch 
of knowledge, can only be accounted for 
from the prevalence of that falfe affocia- 
tion, which renders every thing that wears 
the appearance of real ufefulnefs difgrace- 
ful to us. Hence it comes, that whatever 
lia5 a tendency to ftrengthen the judgment 
is cither totally omitted, or fo fuperficially 
run over, in female education, that it ap- 
pears as if judgment were a faculty which 
females never, in any fituation of life, 
could have occafion for, A little reflec- 
tion upon this fubjedt would furely con- 
vince us of the ccHQtrary. A little refle£Uon 
would tefach us, that in every fituation in 
which a female can be placed j whether Ihc 
be free or fubordinate; whether fiie moves 
in an exalted fphere, or be reduced to the 
duties of an inferior one; in publk and in 
private; abroad or at home; judgment is 
ever neceflary, ever cflcntial;^— and that 
whatever be her rank and fituation in foci- 
cty, if judgment do not form her opinions, 

and 
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&nd dired her cpndaS^ fht will become, an 
object of cpQtempt. 

BcMiti&l imbecility will,bc adwure^, it is 
true; jbut tet us ^pply to nunieric^l rules, 
aod calculate |the period of this.admiration^ 
What proportion doe^ it bear to the lei}gth 
of himiaa life? . Wl^t is the fum total of 
the advantages to be derived from ity.wben 
compared with thofe which would be ex^ 
perieoced in xkc capability of fuifiiling, 
with honour aod propriety, the duties of a 
wife^ another, the miftrefs of a family, the 
prudemt.adyifer, and the faithful friend? . Is 
k a^jy^ wi^h . wifdom and copfiftoicy, . in 
the iirft place;, to do all in our power to 
dieprive , beings of the uf&of. this facility, 
and then to plunge them into iituations 
wher$ its exertion is abfolutely necei&ry? 
Tlxi^ is the argument, (and an un^nfwer^ 
able one it is) which can alone be ufed with 
propriqqr by the advocates of the frail fair 
ones, when pleading in extenuation of 
dieir fpul offences in our couns of juftice. 

Were 
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Wdt ^d^ krpnfe^ to tie dldHilil/ M 
it might, by the eloquehte 6f ^ £tJStiM 
6fra^ii^r6#, it Wb^<Jk>%adre ic^wMrds 
opibln^ titfc feyds ibt tlie "p^lic to ite 
confeqtkfcnces of ah^ucitloto l&e'tdy brnl^- 
toetitil, than aH that c*h Tie written upaii 
the Tubjea by the dl^ne orfhbrfcKft.' > 
Let It fete reprefented tdr^hfe pritty who 
Jcrc e^lied (^hs, fo often!) ^o ptonoiince 
upon the hi^ous condtd ^ SkatcMi SOii 
trotas, thit the creatiH**sv ^Mtefecrimfes aire 
iMs <ekpofed fe pubiifc fccfwS ^*^ fiJturcely 
be ti*fatt^-ft<xiduift*tete-*^^ tSto^^ifi 
«ur3aa»-*F aicSufiflfebfetfcA, i'alidllrfity 
Is aTteayi liicteded. Nb# aiSpte pro<t^ 6M 
bebrbtight, that 'ik^m the c^adfe U{«w8g 
tiMy pdflSbfe pains haw 'bdei tektn t6 
attooy flit tatfdtAl ftfcuR^. ' WlA«ut 
jndgmeiit, feteH!:^b^h6lihW«rfc€lgfc<rfWl 
^rtctples; Vithoiit fiWl 'prtmSple'd-, thert 
cattbfetto^leWxrdnanftorofAit^r. How, 
l!heh, tai Cfeattites |je feSd tb t»n(^fe 
againft pttncJples t^flbiich they neve^4iftd it 

in 
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inr« t wgtie;^ ihil thl falo diitf «^ wmhw 

Midanccy aa4 dr^ftf ai)4 ^ AipkKSiriQ Qf»'| 
^ cfflfttures;'^ fcQ talk (mnrnfm^ tQ 9irA 
fenfibility, and to follow fiifti^R ifit0«i)MiT 
ff9u folBtfs fhc my )ml* Havf tb^ ^ot 
daw ^ t}^i An^ mn m^xk tbc m 
ctqifiAonqr of «ao! Tlwy ^ accufed of 
fiooiag zgmR, cho Ismi of Qqp aa(i af 
dicir foumiy; ifvbcn ihcy can caH Qon^ 
their Goamry, and their pantntf, to viaieft^ 
tbat du»r ^gpem vas aavnr Efficiently 
tttltisa£c^ to proAoupfii opoa the trotii 
aad propncty^f aiin^ precept, moral of 
divine! Thoy^^mc uoght to took on pcrj- 
fonsd admiration as the chief g«pd; wheo 
4keylbimdk vm& noioagcrtpbeeKp«£ied 
Argm tlie huftand, mfijs ihey to blane £or 
^Mkiag itia t|ie admirer*? ^ ali that diay 
fMie 4aiig^( «o t)9)M|p UttUe,. ijiey ai^ 

ftill 
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ftiii poflefled; for fio ofie eftimable quality 
of the h<$aft and udd6tftanding^\^asm the 
caitalogue! Senfibility or fentiment<coiii- 
prHed their only notions of virtue j suad ty 
giving way to fenfibilicy and' fcntiraent they 
became adukereffes; or to fpeakr in the 
moire delicate terms of modern refinement, 
amiable unfortunates. ' ' . • 

■ To the ^ffcfts of a pi^mkious ediiaitioo, 
and not to the fraikyof the fex, ought :thc 
narural confequences of a want of principle 
to be aifigned. Sucii a change in the mode 
of olucation as would expand the powers 
of intellcft, enable the mind to embrace 
truth, to perceive the utility and advantage 
of moral re&ttude, and to regulaite the 
pai£ons and affedions of the heart by the 
laws of piety and wifdom, would do more 
towards putting; a flop to the career of 
vice, in every rank and ftation in fociety, 
than ail the laws and punilhments the legi£» 
lature can devif(i^: Pardon, my. Friend, 
pardpn, I befeeefa you,, a digreflion mto 

which 
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which I have been unwarily hurried; and 
leaving the amiable and actomplljbed frail 
ones to reap the fruit of the erroneous 
ideas they have imbibed, let us turn to the 
coQiideration of the judging facuhy, by the 
due cultivation of which thefe fatal errors 
in conduft may happily be avoided. 

Having firft exercifed the judgment by 
means of the perceptive faculties, it gra- 
dually becomes ripe for perceiving the 
tri^ch of propofitions, the fubjeAs of which 
are not immediate ob)e£is of fenfe. The 
propoiition,forin(tance,/i&a/ the fame caufe 
will always produce the fame effect ^ though 
the foundation of our reafoning in many 
fciences, as well as in morals, is firil made 
clear to the underftanding by means of the 
fenfes. To render the conceptions upon 
this, and iimilar propofitions, clear^ diflin^ 
and accurate, is, I believe, of much more 
importance, than is generally imagined. 
In the words in which I have delivered the 
propofition, a child would not apprehend 

its 
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sKsaaifig: But (bew him,^tfaat whtk ht 
ftrikcs fails ball 3gt«ift tbe wall ^th fottt^ 
k will alwafB x^oond with plropfdrtidnal 
alfli^ty^ and that when he throws it 
grnitljT) the Te-afiion wiH beproporeiM- 
ably weaker; he will fcxm underftaiid 
your meaning. Youmay .make him fen- 
(ble, by a thoufaod familiar examples, 
that the fame law extends throughout sJl 
matter, and that wherever there ap|>ear$ 
any variation in the effeft, from caufes ap- 
jwirently fimilar, we may be idTured, that 
the fimilarity is only apparent, but that, 
in reality, the caufc is di^fenent. Such 
ipftru&ions tend to awaken and keep alive 
attention^ whtk they prefcrve the mind 
from vulgar prejudices and fuperftitions; 
which all originate in confined views, and 
warn <5f accurate obfervation. The effbft 
they have in ftrengthcnmg the judgment, 
is evident from the conduft of thofe whofe 
judgfeg faculties have" never been ihtis 
cultivated. Propofitions, which appear 

intuitive 
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intoiuve to others, feem abferd to thofe 
whofe conceptions are haUcmily dull and 
bfiguid for vnni of cultivation ; while the 
judgment that has never been exercifed on 
^e olije&s of perception, takes every thing 
for granted without examination. Hence 
that credulity, with regard to the marvel- 
lous, which is a difgrace to the enlightened 
age in which we live* 

When a child has had the connexion be- 
twixt caufe and dik€t fufficiently impreffed 
upon the mind by means of exterior ob- 
jeds, h will more ealily comprehend the 
^plicadoa of the fame principle to morales. 

That a want of veracity produces lofs 
of confidence as its inevitable confeqoence, 
is a truth of which the judgment may be 
made fen&le s^ an eariy period; and in- 
deed, while this faccdty is uncorrupted by 
felfi&nefe, it wiH feidom fail to decide 
with precifion on every point of juftice. 
£a% may the judgment be led to perceive 
that godd-aomye and affefttonate-difpofi- 
tiowpiiMiuce,iiS their effeft, complacency 
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and^affieflioa in the breafts of others; that 
cftcem is the natural confeiqucacc t>f inte- 
grity, wifdoro^. ard benevolence; and that 
all the maievoleat and diflbcial paiTions 
beget difpleafure and hatred. But in order 
to fix thcfe aflbciations in thcmind, it. is 
atbfolutely neceffary that the condufl of the 
parent fhould give invariable teftimony to 
their truth. If the fame conduft in the 
child be at one time found fault with, and 
at another gets leave to pafs unnoticed; if 
praifc or blame arc beftowed. not according 
to defert, but according to prefent humour, 
thefe principles will never gain a firm efta- 
blilhment in the heart. Following your 
pxample, your child will learato like and 
diflike from motives of caprice; and felfc 
expeftations of gaining love and favour, 
without being at any pains to merit eftecm, 
will lay thje fpundacion of many bitter 
difappoimments. 

. . You will, perhaps, objefi, that happ^inei^ 

4tid the WQrid*s efteem^are not always the 

) ;. V ■:.::■ I ':; ^» iaeyiiabk 
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inevitable refult of virtuoms conduS; and 
that by teaching' children to exped them 
as certain effefis^ ,we fhould lead them into 
error, and expoiethen^ to mortification. 
. To this I anfwejr, that though envy and 
malignity are apt to detraA from merit, 
this very detra&ipn ihews a confcioufnefs 
that efteem and approbation are the na* 
tural confequences of virtuous conduft; 
and that it is in hopes of obftru^ling this 
natural effed, that malevolence exerts its 
influence. Should it unfortunately fucceed, 
it can only fucceed with regard to our 
fellow-mortals. A powerful argument for 
endeavouring to approve ourfelves to a 
higher power! A convincing proof of the 
inefficacy of all mc^al fyftqms, that reft not 
•on a more folid foundation than the applaufe 
of thofe who arc. frail and liable to error! 
• SddoDj, however, even from our fellow 
men, is the pure and upright conduct of 
.the humble and the worthy denied the 
meed of appro^tion and efleem. It is 

• : :3' di ■ ' :■:.• : ■':•; , wheo 
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when wc forielttlie praifc of the manyy and 
not when wc wife for the cftccm of the 
good) that we are liable to difappointment; 
Thfs obfervation receives ample fapport 
from the records of hiftory and the annals 
of private life. Never, in all our refearches, 
fliall we find an inftance, where unoftenta- 
tious benevolence, juftice, wifdom, and 
piety, were refufed the efteem and appro- 
bation of mankind, unlets ^rhcre party ha* 
fredj by its deadly poifon, blinded the eyes, 
and envenomed the heart. By this was 
the furious multitude influenced againft the 
Saviour of the world! By this have many 
who call themselves hh difciples, been cn^ 
flamed to craelty and vengeance againft 
their more deferviog brethvefi. 

The analyzation of party fpirit can mewr 
take place in the moment of fermentation^ 
btrt when that has fiiffieietitly Aibfiiled to 
permit us to examine it mtautely, it wilt 
appear compounded of feat*, hati^, pi'^9 
envy, maKce, and cruelty. ^ J^^ it operates 
moft violently upon ignorance^ there can 
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be no better preferratstc from its attacks, 
Hxm a ftroog and oultWatcd jodgment, 
tocher with conceptibns fo clear, acute, 
aad acctirate, as to embrace the whole of 
the arguments^ and to perceiTC the whole 
of riie errors^ on both fides of every qae£- 
lioit that is agitated. 

Nothing caot be more inimkal to the ail* 
tiiracton of jodgosent, than aH early initial 
tion iaito party po'gudices. By thefe the 
C(Miceptkms are mifled, and the judgments 
cooceming rrght and wrcntg muft confer 
qnently be often erroneous. To approve 
or difajpirove according to die diAaces of 
aife^oA, rather than of princifde, is at any 
tiitie of life/ fatal to the integrity of the 
mcxttl charafter. The habit of domg fo 
is to the young particularly iigurioiis: it 
not only warps the judgment, hut depraves 
the heart, 
^ Did the cnlthraxiom of judgmmit once 
become an obje& in female education, the 
zeal of fair p«£cicians might, perhaps, fuf- 

fcr 
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fer fome abatement; an evil that would 
not probably be produAive of any vety 
fatal confcqucnces to focieiy. Unbiafled 
judgment will perceive, that wifdom dwdls 
with moderation, and thatiirmnefs of con- 
duft is fcldom united with outrageous vio- 
lence of fcntiment. Cultivated judgment 
will not produce indifference to the intereft 
and happinefs of the community at large; 
nor will it lead the mind to be contented 
with profound ignorance concerning the 
nature and origin of points which are the 
objeds of political difpute; but it will re*^ 
ftrain wrath, and keep the individual in the 
path of duty. Happily for our fcx, this 
leads not to the theatftc of public ftrife- 
Werc the judgment to be exercifed in find- 
ing out this path in the eventful period 
of political difunion, bleffed would be the 
confcquences that muft .inevitably enfuel 
To heal the wounds of contention; to cool 
the raging fury of party animofity ; to fofteu 
the rugged fpirit of refentment; to allay 

the 
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tke fenropr of ambitioo; and td check tht 
croelcy of revenge; would, to eoiightCDod 
judgmmt, appear as the peculiar dut)rof 
thofe, who, hot being called «n totakcan 
a6^ive part, are, hj this neutral Ikaation, 
marked out as the mediators: and: peaces- 
makers of fociety ! 

lict us qurfelves acquire, and let us 
endeaTotor to gi*e our chiWreni fuch dear 
conceptions upon the fubjed^.as may Idave 
them at no lofs to pronounce oh the con- 
fcqutnces of a conduA marked by beno- 
voleuce, wifdom, and moderation; in op^ 
pofitioja to the effe^s produced by violeiu; 
prejudice, blind zeal, and cruel intolerance., 
, Hiftory prfefcnts us with an inftru£tive 
portrait of the human pafiions; but it is of 
the paflHons principally as they are a6hi- 
ated by ambition. Without previous care 
to ftrehgthcn the judgment, Hiftory, there*- 
fore, by the intereft which it excites in 
the fate of heroes and conquerors, may be 
inftrumenul in awakening ambition, and 

kindling 
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Jdfidlmg the iSam^ of faUe gioiy ra zxi u^ 

dem mind» Tlie hiftorhin ^who does nor 
catch a poction of fab hiera's fpith, aad 
cater with wanmfa into bb iocere(l»5 wiK 
be cold asd inadhaatc. He whp doe% 
viU be apt to throw falfe ccric^urs over 
a£lions that are in their natures bafe Mi 
vile; to extetmiatt; what h repri^fifible; 
and fometimes to extol what is utidefefviitg 
of fober approbatioti. Tbos are the mcnad 
iiotkms of youth in danger of beitig cor« 
«iipted^ froHi t^e ^ery fourccs which we 
lad affigned £br nheir nourifhincQt ud 
impravenient. This, I believe, to Ije oileA 
diie cafe with bop; and ii the inevitabtc 
ccQofeqnence of periniitting'tfae imaginatjoa 
to get the fiart of jcus^^fnent* Were the 
judgment to be^xercifed in tracing ^a^ 
and «/^aS, as they are delineated in the h^ 
CDtic page; che ardent ycmch, inftead of 
iiciag daazlttd by the iaifeiuftreof fplendid 
xtchiffvemenmv^ would pncfiie itbar confit^ 
^aences^ to tlBcr hsunaau eacev and ks 

wide- 
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ViO^c^dpread ruiiiy pait^ mVcrj^ and dent 
miMf the awfot prke^iOf ihprt-livcd gloqr. 

Tjif: various advantages accr^^ag friMU 
the ftudy of hiftory arc top numerous aod 
toa important to^mit of ^beiog fully dc* 
crj^;ia fuch anjmperfe^ flcetch; foffice 
k.tfitCslf^t\^t ttu^erri|h6..diir£tion<>f a^judi* 
€10^9 precq>tor, jk (aonot/, fail to qUarge 
the conceptions, to increafe the number o£ 
ideas, to improve the judgment, and to 
ftrengthen .moral and i^li^ui j^iof^e^in 
the hearts The more kuo^vledge o( datea 
and ;epachs, of thp names of fovereigas, 
and tjbe length of their fucceffive reigns^ 
and even of the principal features tjutt 
Kiairked the charader of ev^yprini^^ and 
of the mod remarkable ev^ents that took 
place in every agc^ will go a very little 
way towards intelleSxial imp]:;OvaiCfif« 
This is thCf knowledge and the (pjb know* 
kdge that, can be obtainjsd from abrklge^ 
mcn^. From thf fe, ^thorefore) nopp of the 
moral qfes of hiftory Qao poflibly bederived. 

vol.. II. o The 
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The dfectatfoBs ^kty give arc mcrdjr 
thdfe of time an^ pfcitc-, which, as we haw 
afreadj^ Keef^, are the enty aflbdations 
iiatmiHar to thfe vulgar. Abridgements 
of hiftoiy are mrircly to be coniidered as 
ttercJfes of the meaiory; and whoever 
ckpdfts hy their means the improrrcmcnt 
of mef other facnhy, wilt be mi&raMy 
dSTappeffoted. 

Are^theB, abtidgmems of no ttfe?. To 
iSie ^ng, I eerminly think, they are o$ 
aeoe^ and worfc than ^f none; for I decni 
k mueh fafer for t5ie mind to be <teftittrte 
•f dl ideas vtpoA any fiibjcft, than to have 
Aofe which aite confofed'and indiftinft^ 
fitrt to foch as have in yonth laid in an 
asnpfcftmdof information, when that in- 
formation' begins to hit on the memory^ 
abridgments may be fonnd of gfeat fervicef 
They g;tve the omlines ^ich the mind is 
m pofeffionof materisds to fill up. Every 
event which chey record, awakens a chaiii 
of alibciatibDs, and revivcis ideas which haS 

becotoe 



d by Google 



VsMmt; ift 9 ttamMTi; ekiioAt : tg? IJM 

tnents to bbjronfinatpigfhitotnvtilf Awdb 
that are on their progrefs to improvement^ 
fully ddafv diftinft, and accurate ideas ought 

to hp priypn nnnn f very fiihipA prnnnfed 
to their confideration« 

Here again we may obferve the confe- 
quence of that impatience and precipiuncy 
which in fo many inftances defeats the 
great pnrpofes of education. By our im* 
patience to make onr children perfed in 
knowledge, we in reality prefent an infu-* 
perable bar to its acquirement. We cramp 
the powers of the foul, and leflen its capa- 
bilities. We teach it to fkim the ftuiacc 
of fcience, and indolently to acquiefce i^ 
fuperficial attainments. Thus we produce 
a race of praters who know nothing; of 
talkers who never think; of light, triflings 
and fantaftic beings, alike deftkuce of in« 
tdleduai vigour and of folid principle* 
You, my Friend, who live in blcft retire- 
ment. 
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jMOr^fte little of this. Let thofe who 
are contcrfant with what is called fl^ 
v>9ridy proBoimce upon its troth! ^ 

Adieu. 
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LETTER VIII. 

JUDGMENT. 

Ohservaticns upon the Method to be pursued 
in reading History. -^Premature Cuitiva* 
turn of Imaginatim hurtful to Judgment. 
Other Obstacles to its Improvement exami^ 
Tied. — Mode of Female Education/ofiner^ 
adopted, more favourable to Judgment 

' than the modem.'-r'Examples. 



YOUR obfervatiotis, mydcarcfl Friaid, 
convince mc, that I have not fuffi- 
ciently explained Eiyfelf^ with regard to 
the ufe of biilory in early education* My 
objedion to abridgments does not, as you 
fuppofe, extend to thofe little nurfery cata- 
logues of kings and queens, whether in verfe 
or profe* I thmk, on the contrary, that 
fuch chronological epitomes^ committed to 

memory 
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to memory at that period when words are 
mod eaiily retained in it, may be of great 
tdvantage. l^fs ^dsn bever be miftaken 
for a knowledge of hiftory; which, I fear, 
a fuperficial l(!qtlathtaiice ififkh the contents 
pi l^ger abrii^raentB vctj frequently is^ 
Yea "hytbau^ ^^ it is ioEipoliible for child- 
^^ IW ttt icwi vohitnkmis hiftories at a 
^iehf'^'t}y^ei^' land Ventircly ^ree 

1 fpolcc of liitfory, as aftbrdihg'ftrtKing 

examples of die troth of the propofition 

concerning caufe and effe^ upop which I 

fuppoled the judgment to have been for 

fetete ^tttttfc ^d^et'ciftd. From thfc whole 

•jbd^e-fefld i6ttotaf my argument, itViU 

'^p^cto ^fuiBciently bbtious, that I adbpt, 

'as a ftffldatttcbtal piincSple, theSmpoifil^iy 

bf any excrchfe of j[ndgment, where then; 

i(ire not cles^* and diftrnd conceptions. 

Bnt then? may bo very cleair and dKHnd; 

^onceptidns of tile 'caufes and tonfequenisi^ 

^Jf t«rticnlar €yfflts, "and the tfifed bsiy bb 

(japabJIe 
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eapftUe of (cnAag very jnft aad aficoraise 
iieas conceroing particular loftaBce^ of 
Iwmasi condaft, long before it is cap^aUe 
of embtacifig a feries of complicated and 
kktcJeSififC ev<eiit$» Long before it has^ 
ftrength to wield the ina% chaiio^ it aofff be 
capaUe of eluuniQing aa iB(Uv«]nal lin^^ 

Heoce it appears to me» ^t the jii4g* 
ttitfot mil be exerc^d to more advwtagne^ 
hy a nuaatc inyeiligation of a detached pe- 
riod of hiftoi^, jadiciQuily chofea^ thaa bf 
tbe ptfrufid of the abridtg^ biftoory of ages.. 
Fully Bff^Hoi, df the »m^w linaks of ita 
iflfbmaboii^ the mod will be 4a no danger 
of that fiiallow concw 'ffhich cooftamlff 
attends the f^perficiaL It wiH be prMdpcod 
to a/oqiure further kiH>wledge for itfelf; 
and by having been pat upoa the m^od 
of e^cetcifing j^tjgipem upon every (ab^St 
it inwftigates, its enquirieis will never iaU 
to he attended with advantage, 

j^gainft the morality of the tales of in^ 
ftrofltion now in general ufe» I noke no 

. ol 
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, objeftion; bccaufe, whether thefe fi&itious 
rejirefehtations of events he moral or other^ 
wife, th^ are alike inimical to our dc^gn 
of cultivating the faculties according • to 
the order in which ^hey are developed by 
ihe hand of nature. 

I hope I have made it plainly appear, 
that judgment is coeval with the faculty of 
conception ; and that both faculties muft 
be cultivated by means of the external 
fenfes. But fancy or imagiination has a 
diftinA and peculiar province; and I (hall 
endeavour to ihew, that if judgment has 
not been fuflSciently -fti^engthened before 
the powers of fancy are called into^ker- 
cife, there is little reafon' to hope thit the 
faculty of judgment will evtr aft^rwiirdtf 
attain perfeftion. Now, by far the greater 
number of entertaining ftories which I have 
ever read, are addreffed foldy to the ima- 
gination. They may produce fenfacionfe 
favourable to the cultivation of the aflfeft* 
ions J but the judgment, fo far from recei* 

ving 
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▼ing any improvement from their perufal, • 
mail be lulled afleep^ before the fancy h 
fufficienily awakened to follow the ftory, 
Wben^ indeed^ the judgment has been pre-t 
vionfly exerdfed upon firft principles, fo as 
to have clear/ and diilin£l notions of cauie 
and effefi, . it will be competent to decide 
on the probability or improbability of fup-f 
pofed events ; and from .theimpulfe of the 
moral fenfb, the mind will take pleaibre iu 
contemplating the kws of poetical juftice. 
But where the vain attempt is made t(^ 
imprefs fit ft principles upon the mind hf 
means of fiStons addre&d to tlie imagi- 
nation, the ijadgment will uke ho part in 
the decifion. ;By a fucceflion of thefe 
kiterefting tales, the minds of the quick 
and ardent will be filled with' wild and inco* 
faerent images, falfe aflbciations, ronaamic 
ideas — and imprudent condu& will be the 
certain refult. Nor will the confequence 
be lefs fatal to the flow arid indolent: 
confipious of <hc languid flow of their 

ideas, 
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ideas, they have nmdi gratificatkm in 
whatever, without exertion on their parts^ 
accelerates their courfc. To children of 
this deicription, therefore, hooks o£zmxx{e* 
fiient are thought psfrticularljr uicful. But 
WMld we give oilrfelves the trouble to ex- 
aiditne a Uctle farther than the furfaco, we 
fikould be convinced^ that the great objeft 
wkh refpeft to fnch minds is to toufe 
them to an afitve exertion of their facul* 
ties; whereas, bf ^nerdy following the 
4ale6f iancy, they indulge the inclinatioa 
to indolenod* 

While 1 thus expre^ my di&pprobation 
of tJaafe fi6i6!is iwfaich ftimiiiate die ioia- 
ginstoion, while they retatel the cperatioii 
df ^giuent} it 'may he Aeccflary to iay 
ibmechang of thoie ^lefakh tme addre&d M 
tlse judgment^ and madifeiUy aim at itt 
intproveaient. Fidions of this nature are 
umbiBg more than exatkiples tending ^to 
elucidate propofitions fubmhted to the 
judgment, bjt pkoing xht0 ilk a cra^ot^ 

ous 
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xms j^int df view. They bugfat^ cf nbof* 
iitgr , to 1>e fim^io, dear, and perfpiciioiis. 
-fiach ^ere the parables by vAkh our 
StcSEtd Lord vtmchfafcd to inftroA hk 
unenlightened auditors ; every one of whidt 
^fiUBf «pon exarainaticm) be fyrnkd to be 
xkch&^Y addrefled to the jud^ent. 
Xet the learned teadcr coinpore with dacfi: 
the wild fidions of the Koran, which are 
aU addre&d tb the imagination; and white 
'he fees iq the former the matifeflations of 
Divine wifdom, let him be carefnl not to . 
follow the method of inftrudion df which 
the latter is a model. 

To educate youth by means of prettjr 
fiories, though a fyftem which has been 
but lately introduced into this country, has 
'been for ages ^rajlifed by all the Oriental 
tiations« Let us look to itsefieds on ifae 
inhabitants of Afia. What vigour of imd<* 
leA, what flrength of genius, has it there 
produced? La us behold its operations m 
the imbecility and indolence that marks the 

Eaftcra 
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Eaftern character: and .with fuch glaring 
proofs of its fatal confeqnences before our 
eyes, kt us beware of enfeebling, the 
minds of the riling generation by a fimilar 
procedure. 

Thefwarm of heterogeneous abfurdtti^s 
that daily iffue from the prefs under the 
appellation of Novels, would (if any bad 
fuiEcient cpmmand of patience for invefti- 
gating their contents) afford the moft con- 
vincing proof of the efFe^ produced upon 
the mind by calling forth the imagination, 
while the powers of judgment are fuffered 
to lie dormant. In thefe writers, we be- 
hold the powers of fancy employed in 
making the moft abfurd combinations from 
the few confofed and inaccurate ideas they 
happen to poflefs. We fee invention on 
the ftretch to produce effeds to which the 
caufes afBgncd are totally inade uate; the 
laws of niture violated; the courfe of the 
paffions mifreprcfenred ; the principles of 
morality fet at defiance} and the whole 

mixed 
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mixed up with a jargon oFfeminient, whidb 
IS incomprebeiiffl)le to plain comiiion feofe^ 
Yet fo voracioas is the appaice for novelty 
m thofe who have never been taught the 
exercife of judgment^ that fuch. books are 
fead, aye, and none but fucb^ by numbers 
of young women, who hope in due time 
to^become the mothers of hopeful familicftl 

The train of ideas introduced into the) 
mind by the hyperbolical language of &h 
tJon, is foimd fo agreeable to the young'y^ 
fb favourable to the indulgence of that 
luxurious itiddlence, to wfakh moft have 
Ibme propenfity ; that it is no wonder that 
minds, to which fuch trains of ideas have 
become habitual, ihould find it difficult, if 
not impoffible, to turn the current of 
diottghtimo other channels. Now nothing 
can be more evidait, than that every pro-c 
cefs of reafoning, whether on the nature 
of material objeAs, <x upon fubje^ts of 
^peculation, requires a feries of diftin^ 
and clear ideas; and I leave it for you to 

) ' decide. 
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decide^ ^rihttbcv i£ ift bjr accufto^ing tltf 
miDd to the craht of tliougbt pto^occd h^ 
^Aton, that it cau^ be heft i»iopaired fas ihil 
eacerdiiie of the iDteUeduali powers^ H 
there not rather tame veaJiaix to.appceheofil^ 
that minch, which, inftead oi having, bad 
the perceptioi^ 'teercifed on^fiDnfibk oh^ 
yeStSj and the po^^pcrs of conceptton and 
judgment gradually uofdded hy the fame 
HieaiiS) have been taught all thejr kaoivr 
through the medium of the imaginatioay 
will never through life exerdie aaiy oihor 
fiiculty? All the ideas of lighit and wrongs 
jufl: and uDJnft, probable ^qd ixapro^able^ 
will be tinged with, the 'ialfe colQuriiig* 
imperceptibly received frpm the train of 
incongruous and fiditious images peirpeni«i 
j^ly paffiag through die mind*. But whcor 
the rd^foning powers ham been habituatljic 
exercifed on adequate objr^, the train of* 
ideas, which oceupf the fsmcy, will no 
longer be of the nature of unp^cftable ot^ 
pernicipufivffions} they will bo thepareott 

of 
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of gobtus, oF- invemtiofiiy of exalted par* 
po^y of good irefolutioixs, and of merko- 
mw eoadoA:; 

Tbe cukiva^ion of jadgment, fo far irom 
p.r<xfeiiiiog any obftack to the enjoyment 
df the pleafdres of imaginadoa, hibio^ 
lately ficce&xj towards their being enjoy* 
ed in luiy fopcrior degree. Who would 
CoiBpate the plesifore enjoyed by a culd* 
fated mind k perufing the exquiiite com- 
pofiisons of a Homer, a Sbakelpeare, or a 
Mlhois to that which a noveUreacfing Mi& 
receives from iheefventful tale that beguiles 
her of her mklmght flumber? Nay, laying 
thefe higho* works of gemos out of the 
qoeftioD, let us fuppofe two young people 
employed in reading one of Mifs Bur- 
iiey^s admirable pi£hires of life, (whicb 
fbr want of an appropriate term, likewife 
go under the denominaiton of Novels) an4 
chat one of thefe young perfon^ has had 
her mi^ fumi(hed with idea$, her coo- 
ceptions vigorous and a€Ute,<herJudgaieitt 

ftrcDghcncd 
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ftrengthched by cxcrcife, arid her affe(3:iotis 
governed by the welli^xamined principles 
of moral reftitude;^ — while ithc other, in* 
ftrudcd by means of fiftion, : has.bad her 
fcnfibilities excrcifcd while judgment was 
fiifFcred to lie dormant, her conceptions 
weak, her ideas few and confufed^ and hct 
moral principles mere feelings. dirci$led fey 
prgudice.. The love of novelty is equally 
ftrong in. both; both purfue the thread pf 
the. ftory with equal ardoiin But in .the 
courfc of the perufal, haw^many foutce$ 
of pleafure are open to the one> whicb> to 
the other, are totally Unknown. ; Whh 
admiration the one contemplates the genius 
difplayed in thecondud; ofthe faUe; (he 
marks each tr^it of charaAer^ enters into 
the train of aifociations by which it is 
produced, obferves how naturally they 
fpring from the feuation of the peripn 
defcribed; and perceives how juftly the 
author has pourtrayed the inevitable confe* 
quences of the conduct to which they Iead« 

Every 
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feVerjr fehtitncnt, every moral i-cflcftibn, 
attrafts her notice, and calls forth the 
powers bf jiidgfaient. Her Vigoi'ous con- 
ceptions embi*ace cvdrf idea of the author 
indher cUltiS^ated mind feels all the cxqui- 
iite ethotibns df talle. — A thoilfatid images 
Which have (called' forth thcfe emotions in 
her foul^ have paffdd unnoticed by her 
fcotnpanio'n. T<J the fate oif tlie lovers her 
intereft is folely confined, and bvei^ thing 
thdt pf otifafts iht knowledge of their 
deftiny^'to her appears tedibus and imper« 
,tincnt. She receives not from the work 
one idea iii iaddition to her (lender ftbck$ 
and When once her fcufiofity had been 
gratified' by the dehouemehtj her mind i$ 
Completely vacated, or only filled witfi 
JTome fleetiiig image's of vifionary blifs. 

Where trains of thought romantic and 
unprofitable occupy the imagination, they 
freiquehtly acquire fuch power over the 
attention as to render its exertion upoti 
prefent obje£b quite impofiible. Abfence of 
VOL. II. R mind 
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mind is not a failing pecallar to thofc who 
arc deeply engaged in abftraft ftudics and 
purfuits; it is common to all who have 
not had the facnky pf attention early and 
properly cultivated. Where it has thus 
been cultivated, every cqmnion occurrence 
of life, every topic of converfation, every 
new oKeft which prefents itfclf to the 
eye, every found which ftrikes the ear, is 
djitiqc^ly difcriminated, and becomes the 
fource of new ideas ; but wherever, by the 
early exercife of imagmation, the mind has 
acquired th^ l^it qf indulging in vifions^ry 
reveries^ it neither fe,es, hears, underftands,. 
marks^ nor inwardly ,4Jgefts,> what paffes 
around it* Of this abfence of. mind we 
Qiuft have obferyed innumerable inftances;, 
and may^ at little cxpence of reflcdion, be 
inade fully fenfible, that it muft prefent a 
fatal obftacle to . all Jntclleaual improve^ 
ment. Where the conceptions and the 
Judgment have been early exercifed on the 
objeAsof perception, X believe this abfence 

of 
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tH mtud vnW nrdj be met with. Where 
they have not been thus e&arcifcd^ I believe 
it to be iQevitaUe. 

Sappofiog that the (acuity of jtidgment 
has been exercifed in your pupil fo as to 
have attained to Tome degree of ftrength, it 
will ftiUt>e fub^ft to perverfion from many 
traufes internal and external, which it is the 
particular buiinef^of the preceptor to guard 
againft. Of thcfe cormptors of the judg*- 
meat> it will be fufficient (or our prefent 
purpofe to mention th(^e which are moft 
likely to afiault it in the early ftage of 
which we now treat; recommeiidiiig it to 
the reader who wiflies for fuller informa- 
tion upon this important fub}e&, to coniidt 
fiodor Ifaac Watts^ who^ in his Eflay on 
' Logic, or the Right Ufe of Reafon, has 
given a very fatisfa^ry view of the fevertl 
caufes by which the judgment is liable to 
to be porverted^ 

I have aH along idtfted .upon the necef« 
&^ of cultivating the facukies of concep- 
tion 
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tjon and jadgment, by means of a ftrift 
attedtidn to feniible objeifts. But if care 
be not taken to point out the fallacy of the 
fenfes, or, to fpeak inorie properly, to fhew 
the extent of their power, our pupils may 
be led into many errors by putting too^ 
niuch confidence in their perceptions. 

By trufting to the evidence of fenfe, 
mankind, in the infancy of fcience, judged; 
the world to be an extenfive plain; the fun 
to be a finalHuiBiQOus body which rofe from ' 
behind a high mountain, or from the bofom 
of the ocean, and performed its daily jour- 
ney through the heavens; and the moon 
and the flars to be of the £ime infignificant 
magnitude as they appeared to the naked * 
eye. And though more enlightened no- 
tions concerning the heavenly bodies are' 
now made familiar to children, even id ' 
the nurfcry, than was formerly known to 
(ages; ftill, by trufting to the evidcmrc of 
their fcnfes, children are liable to errors of 
judgment, which» if not attended to, may 

lay 
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lij the .foundation of future prejudices* 
Thefe a truly liberal education will doubt* 
kfs deftroy. But if once thefe prejudices 
liave taken root in the mind, it is not by 
going thro' the common routine ofaccam* 
ptijbmentt that they will ever be extirpated. 
, The credulity natural to youth is ano- 
ther fruitful fource of erroneous judgment. 
It will a£t with particular force upon minds 
that have never been accuftomed to the 
a^htal examination of feniible objeAs. It 
is only the imbecility of ignorance, or the 
vanity of fcepticifm, that fappofes any thing 
to exifl without a caufe, A fcnfible child 
will foon be convinced that it is impoffible; 
and the mind cannot be bener ex«-cifed in 
early life, than in difcovering the caufes of 
appearances with which it is familiar, but 
for which it knows not how to account* 
A boy obferves that his top fpins as long 
as it is kept in motion; lell him, when he 
a&s you why it does fo, " that it is the 
^* Wtujrc of all tops,*' or that *« it fpina 

*• becanfq 
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" becaufe it is whipped," and you lay the 
foundation for indiffertnce or credulity. 
But if, inftcad of giving tbefc foolifli 
aofwers, you explain the real caufe, and 
teach him to look out for fimilar examples 
of ''the operation of the laws of gravitation, 
you wilt probably be doing the faculty of 
judgment a greater fervice than it could 
have received from the longeft and mod 
hborious taflc. 

It may be ofcjeded to this, that many 
mothers have not the degree of intormatioo 
requifice to enable them to communicatdt 
ibch fort of knowledge to their children^ 
And is it becaufe they are mothers, that k 
is top late to obtain it? What motive to 
the acquirement of knowledge half fo 
powerful, as that which operates upon a 
mother's heart? This motive, ftrong as 
it ought to be in all cafes, will become 
ftill more weighty, when we confidcr th^ 
; another very ample fourcc of erroneous 
jBdgmcnt is found to proceed from that 

arrogam 
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arrogant confidence which frequently 
attends the confcioufnefs of quicknefs of 
parts. All mothers, wilh their children to 
he diAingoilhed hy a ^uick capacity; but 
dearly do they fometimes pay for the ac^. 
complifhment of this wilht Soon does the 
child perceive the mother's incapability of 
affording it infortnaticm. She feeks to 
engage its affections by indulgence — by 
indulgence it learns to defpife her authority. 
She is folicitous for the improyement of 
the genius in which (he glories; every ftcp 
which the child advances in the path of 
knowledge, is a degradation to the mother 
in its efteem. Her admonitions are without 
weight, her injundions without authority. 
If it be a fon whom ihe thus fees exalted 
to a fupertor, ihe may, perhaps, be proud 
to acknowledge thefuperiority, and though 
{he feels herfelf neglefted and defpifed, 
rgoice in the world's acknowledging her 
fon for a man of genius; but if it be a 
daughter, whom ihe has thus taught to 

loot 
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look dowp upon her^ ^eep and many ^ill 
be the wounds of her heart! 

A mother, to be truly refpefiable in the 
eyes of her children, mud not only be to 
them as a tender prQte&otj a perpetual 
fplace, and the fource of every joy — but a$ 
a guide and prac]e} one to whom they are 
to apply in every perplexity, from whom 
;hey are at all times certain qf receiving 
light* The mother, who is capable of 
fulfilling (he former part of the parental 
character only, ^ill foon^nfi that not all 
the tendemefs and affe^lion fhe can ihew, 
will procure for her that filial refpefi and 
veneration which is the previous reward 
of maternal fufferinj;s and anxieties. To 
be truly refpeftable in ttiie eyes of her 
offspring, a mother muil be <:apable pf 
inftruAing them.. But is it by the commpQ 
mode of boarding-fchool education that 
ihe is to attain this capability? Alas! no. 
Her perceptions have been there f x^rcifed, 
it is true; and the memory of perception 

likewifc. 
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likewifc. But what has been done for thf 
eflential faculties of conception and judg* 
pciept? How, without the cultivation of 
thefe, is (he to be qipable of communicating 
inftru^ion to others? Impoi&ble. But is 
it too late for her to fet about the cultiva- 
tion of thefe faculties in herfelf? The 
belief that it i&fo, is a fatal deluiion. Do 
^e not fee frequent inftances of men who 
have paiTed their youth in idlenefs, but 
:who, at a period of life when many women 
are mothers^of families, begin to make up 
for lofl time by ferious application to 
tbofe iludies which they had formerly nc- 
.gleAed? Do ^e not fee fuch men fucceed 
in their attempts? Do we not fometimes 
fee thofe who v^ere at twenty idle, igno- 
rant^ and uninformed, become, in a few 
years after, men of fcience and informa- 
. tion?' Why, then, (hould a woman of 
twenty, or of any age, think that becaofe 
(he is married, all improvement 13 impof- 
iible? Impoifible I grant it is, if (he intends 

to 
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to lead a lite of modern diffipation. If 
her mornings are to be fpent in the ftreet, 
and her evenings at the card-table, improve-* 
ment is ont of the queftion. But it is not 
to fuch mothers that I addrefs myfelf. 
There are thofeof a different defcription; 
amiable, well-intentioned, domeftic cha- 
rafters, who have ah eamcft wifli to fulfil 
every duty, but who, from a fatal prqu^ 
dice, do not confider an accefiion of know* 
ledge ai any of the duties belonging to 
the matron ftate. Let fuch fcrioufly rcfleft 
in what light they would wifli to be viewed 
by their children, and as they would defire 
to be refpefted, let them purfue the courfe 
that can, alone render them refpe6ta:ble. 

Happy the woman, who, in her endea- 
vours to improve and cultivate her underi 
flanding, finds an auxiliary in her hufband! 
Happy (he, who is thus encouraged to the 
flclightful and imporunt taflc! Her fuccefs 
is iofallible, her reward is certain. 

But 



d by Google 



[ 251 ] 

But if her hufband he one of the muHi* 
tude; if fate has bound her to a man who 
defpifes female intellcd; whofe idea of ma^ 
trimonial felicity includes not thecompanion 
suid the friend; who merely wifhes in his 
wife to find the qualities of the houfekeeper, 
and the vinues of the fpaniel; even then 
the wife is without excufe, who does not 
endeavour to qualify herfetf for fulfilling 
the duties of the mother. Let her confider, 
that in the refpeA and efteem of her child- 
ren (he will find a folace for the want of 
that purefl: fpecies of happinefs which flows 
from congenial fentiment, mutual confi* 
deuce, and mutual cftecm. Herhulband 
may not be willing to allow her Aiperiority 
of wifdom, (and if (he be truly wife, (he 
will never contend for it) but her children: 
will rife and call her blefled! > 

Let us now return to the eonfideration 
of that arrogant confidence in fdf^^opinionj, 
which is (b frequently the refult of a child's 
Coding itidf in fome inftances wifer than 

its 
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its mother* This generally prodaces a 
degree of dogmatifm very unfavourable to 
the improvement of judgment. *• By what 
f* means foever," fays the rcfpeAablc 
Watts, ^* the dogmatift comes by his opi- 
f^ nions, whether by his fenfes or his 
f ' fancy, his education or his own reading, 
** yet he believes them all with the fame 
^' aifiirance that he does a mathematical 
f truth; he has fcarce zny probabilities that 
^^ belong to him; every thing with him 
•* is certain and infallible. Pcrfons of this 
** temper are fcldom to be convinced of 
^^ any miftake; a full afTurance of their 
^* own notions makes all the difficulties on 
*^ their own fide vanifb fo entirely, that 
*f thpy think every point of their belid^ is 
^.^ written.as with fun-beams, and wonder 
*« any one Chould find a difficulty in it.*^ 

The more the judgment is exercifed in 
early life, the lefs liable will it be to this 
proud confidence in its own authority, 
which is never conneded with true wifdom, 

though 
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^tgh it is a frbquedt attendant Upon 
^uick parts, fuperficially cultivated; as is 
likewife its oppofite— ^Sc£t»TicisM. 

*' The dogmatift is fur c of every thing — 
•• the fccptic believes nothing. Perhaps 
^^ he has found UmfelC often miftaken in 
** matters of which he thought himfelf 
•* well aflbred in his younger days, and 
** therefore he is afraid to give affent to 
•* any thing again." 

** Both thefe prejudices," continues our 
author, ** though they arc fo oppofite to 
*• each other, yet they arife from the fame 
•♦ fpring, and that is, impatience of Jtudy^ 
*• and want of diligent attention inihefearch 
«* of truth. The dogmatift is in hafte to 
** believe fomcthmg ; he cannot keep him- 
" fclf long enough in fufpence, till fomc 
•* bright and convincing evidence appears 
•* on one fide; but throws himfelf cafually 
*< into the fentiments of one party or ano^' 
*• iher, and then he will hear no argument' 
" to the contrary. The fceptic will not 

« take 
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^ take pains to fearch thiags tothebottom^ 
*^ but ^hen he fees difficdcies on both 
" fides, rcfolvcs to belicvenckhcr of them.*' 

Jt fometimes happens, that thefe difpofi* 
lions are united. Who more dogtnatical 
and peremptory than the fccptic in hi« 
fyftem of unbelief? 

DoAor Watts affures us, that " the 
*Vonly cure for both thefe follies is bumi^ 
" lity offml^ patience injiudy^ diligence in 
** inquiry^ with an boneji zeal for truth*** 

Vfh^t he mentions as a cure, I would 
recommend to parents to. teach their chUd^ 
rcn as a prevention. All the difordcrs of the- 
mind are niuch more eafily prevented thaa 
remedied. Where pride and felf-will have 
been permitted to take deep root, it will 
be a difficult ta(k to inculcate true humility* 
Where the faculty of attention has never 
been fufficiently exercifed) We cannot expeft 
either patience in (ludy, or diligence in ta* 
quiry. And where the mind has not beea 
accttftomed to fiudplcafure in the difcovery 

of 
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Qf truth» we need not e«peft that it will 
ever exert much zeal in its purfuit. 

Another fonrce of error, concerning 
which It behoves us to be upon our guard, 
^ that difpoiition to reft upon authority, 
which, if we do not take care to prevent 
it, may fpring from that confidence in our 
fuperior wifdom and knowledge, which it 
is eflential that the pupil ihould poflefs. 

It requires, I confefs, great .delicacy of 
condu£^ to imprefs the pupil with perfeft 
confidence in our judgment, and at the 
fame time to lead him to exert his own, 2» 
if he had no fuch authority to rely npoo. 
The only method by which it appears to me 
that this can poilibly be effeded, is early 
to lead the mind to thofc inveftigations, 
of which we certainly know the refult* 
The child will then perceive the ftcps by 
which we were led to the knowledge wci 
pjDiTefs. He will perceive that our ad- 
vantage over him is the cSc& of diligent 
enquiry and adualrefearch,not of intuition*^-^ 

We 
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We tnay then, without any apprehetifioil 
of' being leflened in his opinion, candidly 
confefs our ignorance upon fubjeAs which 
have tain out of our line of porfuit, and 
ufe our very ignorance of thefe as all 
argument for his exerting himfelf ioobtaidf 
a fuperior degree of information. Th* 
boy, who has been accuftomed to receive 
daily proofs of his mother's wifdom and 
knowledge upon imponant points^ will be 
in no danger of lofing his refpeift for her 
attainments or underitanding, becaufe he 
finds her ignorant of Latin or of Mathe« 
xnatics. But if, inftead of being led to 
exercife his own judgment, he has been 
taught every thing as dogmas of out fu« 
perior wifdom, he will acquiefce in out 
judgment as infallible^ and the difpofition 
implicitly to rely upon authority will ren- 
der him the flave of prejudice for ever* 

This reliance upon authority is repre- 
Hented by fome writers as the very eflence 
o{ female virtue* 

*<Goi> 
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I*f diyrn thf lawt^^fate'mM ;• to kdow fio ifiib^ 
. *« Uwomao't hftppiqjft luxgt/Mfi^wad hcf ^ildc/* 

fettftfa'Mflttoli: btrtlb^aid not ati hlghdf 
RUtfloWi*^ than Mift6ft, Whlih m etripliiiiTd 
ll*gtfdgfe he comttKitldtf d thft •* better p^r^ 
mklbf Maiy, Wbd, Acrt fcoMctiteiU'wiliS 
feeaf itig the i*otds bf truth aild Wifddfti a^ 
fccond hand, gave hdf whole fotri to th* 
«K«k}f e^^onfidctacioh of the Ditffi'c (!^oc- 
#mds^itWas herhappineJfkto bear dellvti^eit; 
Ac^of3hi^ to tht cbittifaott prejudices of 
fecfctJrV the piraife was Martha's due* ^et* 
«ttciiti6il ^as folcly dlre^ed to the ohjttti 
l^l^hlfa her ptop^Jpbere. Enough fot hdl' 
fe- ifc^t^'ttie tJcads of het Dividfe Mafter^^ 
difcblrffc related by hef bf other, ofi whofc 
bWter jadgmeftt fkt tntghf imph'citly rdf 
fiir 'fexplariation of all that k was ncccifary' 
f6if hct to bclfei^e 6r ptaAife. And fo 
ofttaifar'tfiras ffic of aA'idg with propriety, 
tfeit, donfidtnt of bet own ftiperior ni'erit, 
ffiii did not fcrupfe to appeal to our Lord 
iiptn what (be tbotight tlKfe faulty c6ndu£C 
- *«)& it. s of 
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of ,ljf?r fifter. The rebuke iftic: teccived 

eftabliflies it not only as a privilege, but as 
a duty, in th?: fex, to hear, to enquire, and 
to judge for themfcivcs. . The contrary is 
evidently. Anij-ChFiitiandodrine: anijalike 
all others of the fame ft^mp, is foqnd by 
experience to be repugnant to tl^e princi- 
ple^ of common fenfe.. ' . .; 

To the being who. is taught to receive 
all opinipns f^om authority, judgment is an 
ufel?fs. gift. Ip . fuch beings, tWefore^ 
jjickmept- will lie for. ever dbrmant-j; apd 
without. Judgment, how is ;(he to ,choofe 
tjie authorities that. arc. to be ha*. guide J 
If her early affociations of good and evil 
h^vG .been erroneous^ they muft >rcisaia 
erroneous for ever J for jit is by th^e .aiE^- 
ciations that her fjioice of. authorities will 
bq direfied. If.the.cleareft, the mQflj.roo- 
xn.eptous truth be delivered from a quarter, 
againft which fhe has bccD prejudiced, the 
truth .is contemned as fallhood. . If thc^ 
i^ft flagrant aad f^tal error has beeu 
.. . embraced 
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embraced by the authority (he dleems, (he 
rcdeivcs it *^ as truth of holy wrh/* 

While by the habits of foddy women 
were confined td the narrow tiflcle df do** 
mcftic life, they Ksceived at^^icdcioitionj 
which/ if it did not tend to ddltiVate the 
judgment in any great degree, introduced 
thofe aflbciations which made their refling 
upon authority initocent at leaftv'if not 
falutafy. To the eharaftei^ olF a notable 
h(>tdewife, an extraordifiaryneedle-womany 
atid a careful mbtter, they attached ideas 
^ refpedlabili ty smd praife. Their theolo* 
gica), their political, and eveii tbetr moral 
opinions they received from their natural 
or ghoftly fathers, *• nothing doubting;*' 
andas their attention wa^ fotely^occupied 
in the narrow fphcre of their perceptive 
feculties, it is not to be fuppofed that they 
troubled ^ themfehres with much enquiry* 
K the. higher powers of the mind were not 
eafled forth ;^ the firft and mdft efienual 
iSetculties were fo cultivated ai t^ produce 
* that 
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the prodK^oiiof comtumfeofe; aodio^ 
fiirij^.QBlli^ion o£ xhdk iift iacultio^ a 
£9iHiilattOflh w«a Ifittd for the pearfe&ion ci 
^\i the higher povcrs of the miod, whcsccK 
fir<^ 9. (iq>e9or dcgve^ of me&t^ cnkum 
tj^slwftwcjit Of&t^w^lwLTcadccifciqf 
|^(f»^ inikp aMAy iilaftrbiis ioftaDceioS 
%»alfiI^4l:iHt]gaQd!gi»»rt, ivhkiiadoncA 
titlQ iixieenth. ao4 feTGDtofittth centuria^ . 
^ Ii< ^69915 in« by iWMMr af prctiy ftorjrH; 
iMWfessi 9il>»4gm«ltB, Mii beauties of luf« 
tQTiJfii Qon ]net by fcrapa of poetcy fiejbfitdi 
^iPiA cbe beft .lai&Qr^. that^ Lady Jiatnf^ 
§ffSi9i i09 9ii^^ Aime Aikcwv acuincA 
tbpfi^ bigk accQOBip^raepis^! asd that ifgd«» 
lb9i#^mergy» wbHckbu nsndcved dibns 
t]»^ j^im$mioo of ibcceoA^gp ages. 
V 1h9j:flirl]^ G^dn^tioo ^ thofe celdboratoA 
Q^EMi^bi^ of fmnaib^fdMltaiid virtmvim^ 

t^m^t«R»|^iMries, :TI»rirpprcqptitefife9 
qj^fjgftii^qif ^bWdl^io inf^tcybf afittOii 

tion* 
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iim. A#^ ni«Bffl« df tultivatittg^taiiron, 
SMdfa^wt^Ht: 4eSMt^n l^bct ^hte hi 6nir 
cftltti»fdn ibsm it- aie pttftat holds; and Hit 
^cies of htltd^^i^rk at that period !d 
V^« Wad ^vedl irittikted to anfwcr th'tik 
iflipdrtanf ^nd. That the taftc tratH be 
ieSp^dV^d 1^ concei!][|>Iating the abfuttt aiHd 
grDWftiuc figtires \rhteh vrttt &tt!t copxedi 
I-do not pretend to affifitt; but as tafte ii 
ditit ^^ring of jadgtnent and imagbaHott^ 
Unities whkh do not nnfoli} then^ve^ 
4tt after conception has attained ilrengtfi 
ind vigow^ their iftiprovefnci* i^ tht bufi^ 
fltffeof an after-pwriod; whex^eas ^eiifht^ 
ftiritig abfohitelf decrfBtfy to>*wds the e* 
^ik '§f the' Ml aild m(^ eflbnia! poweti 
of the mind, cati^f be too fbon of tod 
afid^ufly ctiMvaKed And hoW cfan thd 
pidKter*^ df atiien^dn be moiie eSeiflfaally 
MtAforthy tha&lftedpyifigibiiiuteobjeAs; 
i^itm: cYtff thWad' nfmft be counted with 
fll^mdftf(*rupuk)U5e3telffhd*s, #hcrt ctrerjf 
«doti^ miift bfe aisktthed^ trittj^ the moff 
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Wc view with contempt the taftclcfe 
labours of our great grandmothers; but 
let us remember, that ia .working the little 
gold-coloured dog, which was, perhaps, 
placed beiide a fbrawberry of fix times his 
dimenfioQS, and in labouring the feathers 
of the ihapeiefs peacock, which flood up 
like " quills upon the fretful porcupine," 
habits of attention and of application 
were acquired, which were of no fmall ufe 
in the culture of all the fuperior facul- 
ties. Had the originals from which they 
copied been more true to nature, ilill 
greater advantages would undoubtedly have 
accrued fromthis exercife of attention; but 
whatever calls this power into exercife in 
early life, mull be eflentially ufeful to the 
human mind. In this refpe& the abovie- 
mcntioncd fpccics of needlework, ridi» 
culous as it may appear, had a manifeft 
advantage over thofe flightcr, though 
more elegant produ^ions, which require 
fo iiitle attention as to be 'excepted almpft 

mi^chamc9lt]r» 
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medumlcally. Theie feldom fait to prd^ 
dttce imhks of mental ioadivicy. They 
may be employed as fi^dattves to ardent 
iniads, but will always be found injurroiss 
to the flow and torjnd. 

Another importaot, advantage, : peculiar 
to tb^.high«*bom females of: former ttmes^ 
w^ derived from thofe afibciatipns of 
which I have already laken notice. Idea$ 
of glory were not then attached to every 
fpecies of fingularity that can beatchieved 
by impudence or folly* .They were con- 
neAed withfcl&approbation, and the efteeoi 
pf the worthy and the wife* An attentioa 
to domeftic duties was then deemed honour* 
able^ m aflbciatioQ which no attainment 
in the walks of literature could diiTolve; 
It maintained its afcendancy in the loind^ 
of the learned} mi wais a lamp to l^ pati) 
pf the illiterate. 

Another great advantage thefe ladies 
enjoyed, in the very limited number of 
))ook$ they had it in their power to read« 

This 
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Xbis ^dumflaooe prodoced fi^di frnqomx 
fsd ^ aucfuaf)^ psrnfai of the km^ good 
Mthors tfaej poffsCcd^ th«t tihey i^ecfmie 
9uBnfm ,of ovory iubjeft on which dM^ 
treated, Ihfteadof coofafed »ndimpccfdft 
ootioos-of tbc authors mean^g, tikeir 4k>a« 
(Hcpdoiiis^imro clear aadacciira^;' andirba^ 
then, am ckao- and accutaie cooeepti€Mi^» 
the judgment will be ibund and vigorous/ 
bi tile acquivemcat o£ the learned laiu 
gm^cift theft ladies had many advantage^} 
the ^ef f pi^Qcefe go^ tbroogh m at«aisi«* 
iog tbeitt Is lamuvable to arra»ge«ieiit of 
idflaa^ and highly ioilninieacal io giving 
that okar ceoeeprioa of the ixieanitig of 
mnk) which i& fo efleotial to c^ryffjpe^ 
ficK of intelkAual iroprovemeDt. By theit 
iMonato acquaiimaoee with the p^te, tbe 
pihilp&sl|)horv vnd^iiksoimon of amiqoity; 
we find the ufe they made of the key of 
tho&treafiiTe&of ancient leareing, to wl^ch 
the tndderns have b^en lb mueh iedcbced 
ih( thdr; w4 hiitiiMP thouglMa. But 
* /. .while 
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vMk poScfkd of all this Jkii0>frib4gef v<r 
|md thu xhc ftudy of the tmpk>r»uQt dooi 
vrn^ and |»recci>ts of Ghrifttmifty occupied 
ibe firft pliace m their attcmioii. The 
^timw mi»d hftd iben beeo' but latfdj 
ttnancipsttcd from thofe chains by whicb 
^ Rooiifti ohwch had fo kmg hdd htfc 
101^01 kr itibJQ&ioii: upoftytfae points io 
difpme it! v«9 thea the iaIfaioQi to exarch 
the judgmeur;' aad the onaiw great and 
vigorous minds which were then produced, 
plainly Aew that the judgment is never 
cxercifed in vain. 

A minute invefligation into the manner 
in which thefe ladies performed the rclktivc 
and domeftic duties of life, would ferve to 
convince us, that it is not by a careful cul« 
tivation of all the faculties, by extenfive 
knowledge, or claffical Jearning, that wo« 
men are in danger of being led from the 
duties of their proper fphere. No. It is 
from the filly vanity which is a confequencc 
of the partial cultivation of the intelledtual 

powers. 
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powers, from hlk aOTociations, which an* 
nex ideas c^ importance to what is triiBing 
and infignificant) and which conneA ideal 
of glory with the filly admiratibp of foob 
and coxcombs-<-^hat the mind is effectually 
perverted. And whence are thefe falfe 
aflbciations derived? By feribuily refleAing 
on the tenor of the ideas wltich modem 
education k calculated to produce, (he 
queftioQ may be eafily refolyed! 

. , . AdicUf 



LETTER 
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LETTER IX. 
JUDGMENT. 

Farther Illustrations on the Method of ctU^ 
tivating this Faculty, — Edtccation of the 
Lower Orders. — Religious Instruction of 
the Poor^ and of the Rich. 



SO much,- my dear Friend, remains to 
be faid upon the cultivation of judg- 
mctit, that I muft beg leave to give you 
cue other letter upon a fubjeft which is 
deferving of as many volumes. 

We have already feen that the faculties 
of conception and judgment are cocVal: 
that without vigour and accuracy in the 
former, the latter muft ever remain im- 
pcrfeft; aijd that where the latter is un- 
cultivated, the former will be in a great 
meafure ufelcfs. Tell a child * that he who 
* runs fwiftcft will footjeft reach the goal;* 
tp uudcrftand this, the child muft have a 

diftina 



d by Google 



[ S68 J 

diflia£l conception of nmnin^; be muftaUb 
have been able to make com^arifons be- 
tween diiFercnt degrees of fwiftnefs, and 
to conceive a leffer and greater degree of 
it, before he can acquiefcc in your f onclu- 
fion; which acquieiceoce is the. work of 
judgment. If any of the formeT id^asure 
]ndi{tin£t, the judgment will refl upon your 
authority; the child nlay learn to repeat 
i;t as a judgment of his own, hat it Is ift 
reality not his, but yoturs; whereas^ if h/i 
has accurate and diftind conceptions oBrtbct 
fyH part of the propofitioa, the ^ttdgmciit 
included in the fecond is iaetritable^ and 
jgxf be term^ intuitive* 
« Where diiidrea are taugbi everjp things 
by leflbns, where their perceptive powers 
%^ never exercifed, and their cOncqniiofltf 
Q^er cuhiyated^ all tl^ek judgmenis hm 
»ceived from authority. People who sire 
i;^s educated^ are accordingly as h'ttle iar 
the habit of forming opimbns ht thcm-^ 
&Ive$9 as of fabricating t|^ cfauto thqf? 

wear. 



d by Google 



t 969 I 

wdkr; Ani na mv&twt the affiftaocc of the 
mochanicy the miikn, :^bd the drefs^maker^ 
tbcf muft^ of ncceifity, go undothed^ £> 
vdthottt the aSaftance of public opiaion^ 
voold diieir tniuds be i^aked^ aud deflitutc^ 
of principle OT fqnttittenn 

It k upoa ihe prefefvaiton ofarjuflba^ 
liQOi betwist the facnlties of coQccpcioa 
attkd judgment^ tha( the foundBdk of the 
intcllca principally depends. This tqtollty; 
ifit tbt culu:vatk>ft of their inemal powers 
jcc0ipa)&t€3» in a great meafarcy to the:; 
wl^r lor dbe want of that! edttcatton ta 
vbidii aeithe? their arocatloosnor circom*^ 
fiances will permit them to aiprd. With, 
th^m atccmiomr. is^ confuicdE to a.narrd\ar> 
fpliere. Their perceptive powdrs are ciilri 
timted but to a certain extent; and thiv 
ddtivation is. entirely under the djre^lidar 
q£ the in)perlou$ miftrefs, neceffit^i. 

The conceptioos ate exexcifedJn thei 
faaie mamierupoii: fei7 objeft^f but iihere 
tke aicvtiidoo U fii% givcp to the£b^ they^ 

-i arc. 
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are, a« far as they extend, f eife£k &ad di^ 
tin£t. So it is with the -judgmrat: itsr' 
fphcre of operation is narrow; hut while 
it moves in tha? fphere, it is never errone- 
ous. Hence we find much good fenfe in 
the obfervations cJf the* peafantry, wljite 
thefe obfervations arc confined to fufejcfts 
upon which they have had acceis x6 foch- 
information/ as could give them clear issdr 
diftin^ ideas/ \'^ 

If the above obfervationsare well foouAi' 
cd^ it followSj that if the education : wc> 
beftow upon the labouritig'tMcs, be of a* 
nature calculated to derange the juft pro-' 
portion of the faculties; to give a partial 
cultivation to thofe which are never to be 
called forth .by the bufinefs, or the duties," 
which the individual is deftincd to fulfil, 
while rliofe which are in daily and 'houriy 
requifition are . utterly neglefted; \ we in: 
reality .do. marc harm thaa good. I 

Am I, then,' of the.nunxber of thofc wl» 

deem the bleffing of education improper- 

. ^ for 
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for the vulgar? Am I one of thofc child* 
ren of pricte, who wifh to fee the darkncfr 
of igaoTZtcc befpread the regions of. p0« 
ycrty> while Ifit with mjf compeers clatcia 
Gofhen^ an4 enjoy the light? Heaveir 
forbid! - : .:. • 

I honour and. applaud: the noble efforts 
that have been made, and that are ftili 
making, by naany generous minds; to give; 
inftruftion to the children of the pbor*-^ 
Far from .wUhing to reftrain the zcaloE 
charity, I wouM do all in my power to 
increafe its fervour; but I would wifh to 
dii:e£b it into fuch channels as would mod 
effeftuaHy: enrich the foil it is the intention, 
of benevplcnce. to cultivate, Happinefs, 
as far as it is attainable by mortals, confifts, 
I think, in the perfedt harmony of the foul.* 
All the turbulent and diflbcial paffions, as 
difturbers of this harmony, are inimical rtiJ' 
bappinefs. The partial cuhivation of :any 
ope of the intclleftuaHaculticsis from the 
fame caufe injurious. Xbe a&ftions:that: 

• * flow 
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jSowfrom rengioasprlfl^plei Mfi^pe, CdtU 
iJacncc, lowi rwcrendrj grathu*?) and J6y, 
are all not only fiivoifrabl^ to baji^Aef^f 
but fo eflestiat to It, thae i do not krtipVS 
CD affirm that where ihey ktt wdrniingf 
happmefs will never be found. • ' ' ' 
If thefe ohfetvimm npoh the ««f tti<e of 
happinds appew jiift, tPe o«ght|, itf o«#' 
caidcavours to prottrote the hftippihcfo atttf' 
well-being of the iow^r <iki^/ f^ ktep 
tbcni ia view ; if wc actscpc of tittn a?( prJft**' 
dpics, wc fhall be a(t nalofs.' hcmiolpMtd^ ' 
' I have already ' endeavoured^ \o ^€W tbd 
early progrefs of the paflidnS* fel thltf 
rc^cft the chadi»ii of \)\t po6# a«d of th€- 
rich arc pretty iiiacb uport ft kVlflj t&cJT' 
are in truth e^ally negf^Alki^ -li^ ^ttrlf^ 
life the children of the villager ^t€ as^tttiich^ 
rained by foplilh itidalgenc^ as tire ^bil^re^ 
of \l\% lord. The aflfociaticbsP whi^li' "bt^i^ 
a tendency to the -feUiib ani nxllbMfitiir^^ 
paffioDs^ are with equal f^^ ^c^f^^ 
by boih^ atidare 6fie£^ua% c^t^y^tOedii^' 
^ neither* 
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tteitfaer. The firft (lep, therefote, towards 
the cdacatidn of the lower orders i$^ to 
hiftrud the parenis in the dudesi they owe 
to their children in early life. Books to 
thiseffedt ought tobe diftributedj exhort* 
ations to be frequently^ gt^cfa by the clergy; 
and resTards beftowed» by the contributors 
to ichools, to thofe parents whofecjiildren 
appear to have reaped moil bffnefic frbm. 
home inftmAiqn and example* 
..To .undertake the : education of a poor 
maa's family is^ no doubts a vety good aikl 
charitable adion; but to put the poor: 
man in a way of educating his. £uijtily him^- 
felfy is doing infinitely more fervice to 
feciety« (e) 

; The education of the heart is the wotk of. 
doinellic life» and where this preliminary is 
neglcStcdy all the endeavours of the fchool- 
mafter will be fruitlefs. In the religious 
edjucaiion of the lower orders, there is fel- 
dom, I fear» any appeal made to thct heart 
and ^he affections. The. religion of the 
VOL. II. ^ vulgar 
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vulgar 16 xfaerefore, .10 geaerat, j^Doby, 
fiipcrflkiotts, and I bad almoft £ud^ feto* 
clous* Wyie all the other iDteUeOuai 
facukies are permitted to remain dorsnanc 
for ^aat of tuli^vatkmy the imagination is 
rou(ed aaid ^led mik the (larkeft images* 
The tendency of thi$ temper is to produce 
diftruft^ fu^cion, cnsy^ and malevcicbce} 
andwli^^iirituai pridp h added, it fariogs 
forth arrogance; and pieinmption. Tim is 
not the religion oF-]sst;s Christ. Far 
^her at^ its fruits; widely c^fKxfite is 
its tendency upon the h^art! 
- Th^ fivft view to be g»rcn of the Deitt 
t^ the poor, as we^ as to the rich, is at 
the Giver of all Good. The upivetfaliiy 
of his providence and of his proteAmg 
care ought to be carefolly inftilled. Bf^ 
reprefeoting the Supreme to children a* 
ai. malignant fpy and an avenging tyraat^ 
no a&ftions confonam to the fpirtt of the 
Gofpel can poifibty be produced. 

Another 
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Anothbr error in the religious inftrudioQ 
of tiie poor is addrei&ng ourfelves to tixe 
judgment, where the conceptions have 
never been fo far opened as to be adequate 
to the comprehen&on 6f the limpleft pro* 
pofition, Upon mf fubjeift that is not an 
objeft of perception. By doing fo, we 
may give religious bigotry, but we (hall 
never impart religious knowledge. The 
conceptions of the vulgar, or of the high- 
4)oru, will be clear and accurate, exaAIy 
in proportion to the pains which have been 
beftowed on their cultiviitionV By one 
medium only can they, in either cafe, be 
cultivated; and this is, by attention to the 
objefts of perception. 

Where the patents are^oolilh, idle, or 
profligate, the faculty of attention will 
"never be called forth, or never at leaft 
exercifed on proper objefts. To refcuc 
the children of fuch parents from the 
dominion of ignorance and vice, is truly 
laudable. But where fuch beings are-the 

objeds 



d by Google 



o%£b of our charity,, it ought to be our 
^m9xj endeavour to make up to them 
ifor the iicgleft thcfy have experienced; 
which muft inevitably have, rendered thofc 
faculties dcfcftivc, upon which every fpe- 
cies of intellcAuaJ improvement uUimsitely 
depends* 

If we proceed upon, other principles, 
and, without beftowing any pains in cuiti* 
vating the perceptions, the attention, and 
the conceptions, vainly imagine that by 
teaching. thefe poor children. to repeat 
words, we fhall ftrengthen the judgment 
and improve the he^rt,, vt^e. cannot fail to 
meet with difappomtm^nt. r In the.procefs 
of learning to read, the three firft faculties 
are no doubt exercifedj but if this is the 
only exercife that is given to them, they 
will reap but little advantage from it: much 
more would they derive from being made 
acquainted with the nature and ufe of all 
the objefts within the fphere of their ob* 
fervation. The iimple meghanifm employed 

ia 
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m the manufaAurcs with which they arc* 
moft familiar^ ought to be explained to them 
in terms level to their capacity. The at- 
tention ought to be turned to the minute 
examination of every objeft \eith which 
they are converfant; The leather binding 
of their books, the paper which forms 
the leaves, the thread on which thefe leaves 
are ftrung, and the characters that are 
printed on them, may be made inftrumental 
in invigorating the conceptions: and I am 
perfuaded, that habits of attientipn thus 
acquired would be found of greater ufe in 
developing the faculties, than any leflbhs 
which the poor ignorant children could be 
made to read, or get by heart. They 
ought foon to be made fenfible, that all 
the comforts of human life arc the effcfts 
of induftry, that every articlei of food 
or clothing is the produA of the labour 
of many individuals. The co-operation 
of Divine Providence, without which the 
labour of man would in many cafes be ob^ 

viouily 
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^oufljT ine&i£luals ought to be difpkycd m 
tbc cleared light;, to this end fucb exatai* 
nations as the following, would be highly 
falutary:— * 

** What are^ you. going do cat for your 
"brcakfatt?" « Bread.' « Who gives 
" you this br^ad? Your father; but how 
** does your father come by the mooey 
** which^ buys it?" * He earns it by !»• 
* hour/ ^^ But if he wereir^ck, could he 
^^ thus; earn, it? By whotm is hisr health 
•* picferved? Who makes the bread? 
*^ What isr it made from? Can the* £armer 
^* caufe the wheat to^ow? Wer^ the far^ 
^* mer to.be. idle, aad not to. fow hk tend^ 
** would GoDt Almighty exert his power 
^* to radfe Urn a crop? You then fee diac 
*^ tbr bread you; eat, 1$ the bleffisg of 
** ProvidenciB: upon induftry," 

We have already feen that clear and 
diftinft conceptions are necefTary towardjs 
even the lowed degree of judgment;; hut 
there maf be coacefitfons. withont jpdg. 

menty 
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mMt^ as there are co1icepck>&8 wiAout 
betie£f I may concieive the figure of 9 
borfe Virith wiogs^ tbofigh I do dot believ<^ 
(hat fttch a creature ever exifted. Thefe 
are not the co&ceptioas oa which th^ miads 
of children ought to be e&ercifed. They 
ought to be made to foitn dear concep- 
tions on the objeds of fenfe; and on t^efe^ 
alfo^ ought ihe judgment to be exercifed, 
before it is made to pronolince on the 
tfuth or falfliood of prc^x^tkms that arc 
abftrad, and on which their minds muft 
confequently be deftitute of ait ideas of 
€oita)>arifoa# 

Habits of attetation to^ the ofejeAs of 
pereeptitin are fo eflentiaOy n^ceffiuy to 
thofc who by thdr fituation are<leftined td 
be pobftantly employed updn fenfible ob« 
jcfts, that we may affurc ourfelves^ #hen 
by the edueattbn we gi^e to the pdor^ Ire 
iticapacitate tbeib for this attention^ we 
do an injury, where we intended to c6n# 
fer i favour. 

This 
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This point deferves attentive confides 
ation, I could adduce many proofs in 
fupport of my opinion concerning it ; and 
make no doubt that many ladies, as well 
as myfelf, haveexperieneed difappointmenc, 
in the hopes they had formed of making 
excellent fervants by means of an education 
above the vulgar. 

. After having infpired a tafte for reading 
and excited the powers of the imagination, 
while attention to the cultivation of the ob^ 
jefls of perception has been totally omitted, 
we are furprized to find that the proper 
bufincfs of the fervant is neglefled.. After 
the moft careftil cultivation of the reafon- 
ing faculties, we are vexed by inftances of 
deficiency in common judgment; and after 
the mod ferious pains to imprefs religious 
truths and moral fentiments upon the 
mind, by means of lefTons aiid leAures, we 
are fometimes pained by difcovering proofs 
pf irreligion and immorality. 

TbQ 
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The caufc of this difappointment we 
may, in many inftances, trace to that partial 
cultivation of the faculties, which, while it 
ripened thofe leaft ufeful to the poflefibr, 
left the firft and moft cffential powers of 
the mind in a manner dormant. Happier 
confcquenccs would, I am perfuaded,enfue, 
if, in the education of perfons to whom 
habits of a£live induftry are efieiyial, wc 
made it our endeavour to guard againil 
^dSordingJiimuli to the imagination. In- 
ftead of doing fo, we ought to improve 
the powers of perception; to roufe atten- 
tion; to lead the mind to form clear con* 
ceptions upon the common objeAs and 
common affairs of life; and upon thefe 
« alfo to e3i;ercife the judgment. It is thus 
only that we can hope to produce that 
common finfe^ which is ftcrling in every 
region; the current coin that is. equally 
ufeful to the high and to the low, to the 
learned and to the unlearned. It is ever 
ip requifitioa, ^er neceifary ; qor can all 

the 
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the ftorcs of wit and knowledge conipcn- 
fate for it$ abfence. As h is in a peculiar 
manner eflential to thofe who are employed 
in conducing the common concerns of life^ 
the education by which it can be moft ef^ 
fcftually cultivated, is farely thebeft which 
can be given to fuch as are doomed td 
move in a narrow fpherej and where the 
education we beftow htis not this tendency^ 
it cannot fail to be injurious. 

By teaching the poor to read, we put 
into their hands the moft powerful inftrn-> 
ment of improvement to all the intelleAua) 
Acuities; but if thefe faculties have recei<« 
ved no previous culture, we need not 
exped that they will ever learn to employ 
this power to any ufeful purpofev The 
queilion put by the Apoftle to the £thi« 
opian, ^^ Underftandeft thou what thot» 
** readcft?" if put to the children of our 
charities, might well be anfwcred by them 
in the words of Candace's prime minifter, 
^* How can I, except fomc man Ihould 

" guide 
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** gttidc mc?*' Is it by teachiBg children 
to repeat firings of judgments upon ab* 
{krzit propofitioas, which they have no 
facohies to apprehend^ that we expeft to 
give theov that onderftandiag of the Scrips 
tares which ihail make them wife uato faU 
vation? Thefe jodgments may be repeated 
as diftindly as poifible, but in is impoflible 
they Ihould be believed} becaufe "ivbere 
there is no comepiion^ there canjbe no belief* 
The coneeptions muft be cuhivated, in 
order to render religious inftruAion (what 
by proper care it will not fail to be) the 



• No candid reader will {o farpervertthefenfeof this 
expreffibn^ as to accule me of maintaining the necellity 
of full and adequate conceptions upon every fiilje£t of 
belief; as this, from the limited range of human know- 
ledge; is m many infhinces impoffible. But even upon 
thoie iubjeds where our conceptions are moft inade- 
quate, as the Supreme Being, Providence, Eternity, &c. 
we are fo far from being deftitute of </// conception, 
that .the ideas affixed to theie tenns are objedte of re- 
fleftion to the mind. It is ixc otherwife with regard 
to propofitions' that are in every refpe£l\^^Q:ci^ the com-» 
prehenfion. 

means 
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means of improving the judgment, eleva- 
ting the fentimenis,aiid purifying the heart. 

In the infancy of the human race, the 
Almighty Parent vouchfafcd to be the 
inftru^or of mankind. Of what nature 
were the revelations of the Divine will 
which were made to the firft ages? Were 
they upon abftrufe points of doftrine? No: 
the wifdom, power, and goodncfs of God, 
manifefted throughout the works of cre- 
ation, afforded an evcrlafting theme to the 
infpired writers of the Old Teftament, 

The poetry of the Hebrews is aconti- 
nual hymn of praife to the Great Creator. 
The Supreme Being is there reprefented 
as the animating foul of nature^ AU his 
works praife Him; fun, moon, and ftars, 
fliew forth his glory. His fuperintending 
Providence is traced throughout all events 
from generation to generation; and his 
fuperintending care is reprefented as ex- 
tending to the wild hearts of the foreftj^ 
and to the fowls of the heavens! 

At 
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At moft fchoqlsf for the poor, the 
children are taught to read in the Old 
Tcftamcnt, But are they taught there to 
read the important leffons I have above 
ddcribed? Alas! no,' Their conceptions 
arc never /o for opened as, to permit thefe 
dcfcriptiuns to exciie ?iny emotions, in the 
heart. ;. Thefe enactions arc the lefs likely . 
to be excited) from not being in unifon 
vnth the only conceptions of the Deity 
which have been obtained. , Tljefe have 
been awful and terrific, little cajcujated to 
excite the' feelings of admiration and 
gratitude; nor does the way in which they 
read the Bible tend to give any ideas upon 
the fubjeft to the mind. , 
• I once paid a vifit to a country fchool, 
where the children were taught, as u(ua], 
to read in the. Bible. The miftrefs, good 
woman! piqued herfelf upon the know- 
ledge of the flops, which, as (he very juftly 
obfcjrved, were in general too little attended 
to. at fchools of the fame defcriptioii. To 

Ihew 
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Chew Ac prdicicncy of licr fdiolars, one of 
the bcft readers was cilled up. The poor 
chfld, taking in its breath, and exalting its 
voice to the higheft pitch, began to fcrcam 
out fome verfes in Exodus^ repeating every 
flop aloud wMi great cmphafis, till feap* 
pily it concluded with a twang at per-M-di 
I at that time laughed heartily at the ridi- 
culous exhibition, but have linee viewed 
this abufe of thefecred writings in a more 
ferious lights ' - 

As we do not prcfrife to liatc one reli- 
gion for the poor, and another for Ae 
rich, whatever upon this- ful^dA apptitb 
to one clafs apfplies to aH. It was the 
emphatic defcription g?ven by ottr Saviotjr 
to prove his dtvinemiffionj Astto fie poor 
the Gospel was preached; and by the poor it 
was ordained, in the wifdom of Providence, 
that the glad tidings of falvation (hould be 
firft difpenfed throughout the world. 

Before our religion thcdiftinftions form- 
ed by human pride vaniih; in /// prefence 

worldly 
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worldljr pomp and worldly honours are an* 
nihilated. Script of his adventitious great- 
sefsy Man appears as he is; whatever be his 
ftacion, the frail child of doftl— however 
humble his lot, the heir of immortality! 

While all thofc ideas of equality, which 
philofophical or interefted fpeculatifts have 
endeavoured to eftablifh, tend to infpire 
iiatred^ envy, pride, and difcontent; the 
equality taught by the Gofpcl infpircs the 
pureft benevolence. It teaches humility 
to the tich, and contentment to the poor; 
and fratertufes (if I may fo exprefs myfelf ) 
4hc human race. 

The opinions I have advanced upon the 
cultivation of the faculties, receive no flight 
ibpport from the coniideration, that the 
knowledge of the Scriptures, I mean a true 
|>ra^ic&l knowledge of them, requires not 
thofe higher powers of the mind, which 
ttttft be brought to fome degree of perfec- 
tion before a knowledge of the abftrad 
fciesces can be attained. The conceptions 

muft, 
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muftj indeed^ have bepti.fo far. exefcifciJi 
as CO giY.^ clear and juft ideas; but. the idc^as 
Deed not be numerous ; . and in reading :th« 
Old Tcftaftieni, aiSftance h' given to the 
mind in fornoiing theiti, by a perpetual re- 
ference to the objeAs ot perccptJ;oti. . If 
the Bible however, be read merely asj« 
exercife in the art of readitig, no ideas arf 
to be expefted from it. But if it.berffgiv 
red to, as the repoiitory of allufeful kno^ 
ledge; if it be made uCc of to awake;^ f^ 
affe^lions, and to call fp];^ the beft /e^^l^igy 
of the heart) it will be ifpn^^rcd ^n e^r 
tual mean oiF improving the concqprioos^ 
and enlightening the judgment. The . hif- 
tory of the creation, and of all the evcjats 
antecedent to the difpenfation of the M^ 
faic law, are recorded in terms of fuch beaup 
liful fimplicity, that they are caknlated to 
make a ftrong impreflion upon, the nsi^d^ 
of children. To make this impreil^on uf<^* 
|ul, it is not fufficient that the faS:s arc 
known^ nor that the firmeit belief: in the 

reality, 
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icBiWfb^ dlablifbed iitthe mtiid. >itisthe 
•pyoviidcttce of OcD:i^l0^h ^animataUlie 
Hescl Coa£dei]ce or^ fsritfa in this )Pftivi- 
dence isf repreleiited as forming the virtue 
of theJRatriarchs; it B this by wlych tfiey 
are diftinguiihed iroin the' lavages of cither 
ages, and of other nations. The know* 
ledge of the true Goo was the inheritance 
of the Hebrews^ it breathes in every line 
of their facred wriimgs j elevating the con- 
ceptions to a pitch of fublimity beyond 
V^hat mere learning or* genius has ever y^* 
attained. ' The idea of the Supreme^ astl^ 
Fdthcr and 'Prefervcr, not only of the 
human race, 'but of the l)rute creatiion>-is 
calcubted to inrpii^e feelings of compaffion, 
mingled with devotidnal fentiment; and 
ought particularly to be. d\vclt upon to 
thofe^ who, from their fitiiation in life, have 
it in their, power to exercife humanity, or 
the contrary, upon the inferior animals. 
The cruelty that we fee daily exerdfed ttp^ 
on brutes is (hocking to every feeling heprt; 
VOL. 11. ♦ V and 
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and wejre \dScm upoii tlusfatjefteiiwoeil^ 
as tbtffomf be^ bjff the auihoriqp of Scrtp>^ 
tioKi to be givteo M omr cbaritj-fchoob^ 
k wooid b^ of &mx to hmiu«ity» 

Wbca tlrd^ affi:Aoias have becu tbta^ 
awakened, aad the powers of conception 
.and jiiidgiiient in ibme degree opened^ the 
hiftocy of the Jeanfh nation will not onljr 
gtatify oirioifity, bnt esfcite fufprize> won* 
dsTy and, it may be, fome degree of in^ 
dignatbn and diicaixent* Why was t}ns» 
people^ weak and : wicked as they are by 
^ir own ppophe^ defcribed to be, the 
chofcn people of Go£>? Children^ who 
by a more * Ubeial education have had the 
iphere of their knowl^ge enlarged, are 
ftill more apt to indulge in thefe anxious 
doubts,' which, if filenced by the voice of 
ajathority, may end in total fcepticifm. 
The vulgar, taking every thing literally^ 
are apt to fall into an error no lc& fatal;: 
and to conceive, that vices which were 
committed hy the people of Gan^ cannot be 
confidered as unpardonable offences.; 
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. It k» tborcfoit^ cif great impoitaKe, t^ 
nake it jhin to fomg people, te Ioool iat 
we perceive thefe doubts to have a place 
in their mtsd^, that the tlefccndanta of 
Afaraham were not cholbi by O0D9 to fct 
forth to the world an escample of pure and 
heroic virtue. They were fq)arated from 
tbe reft of maukfaid hj peculiar laws aud 
eeremonttSy in^mfer to prdenretSie kooww 
ledge of the ene amly and trite GoDi and 
divided iato tribes^ who each preferved a& 
accurate account of its genealogy from 
him in whom it was promifed ^^ that in his 
*< feed ftould aH the nations of the earth be 
" blcflcd," in order to prove die accom- 
pUfllment^of that promife in the birth of 
tbe Mefliah. The immoral conduft of the 
people thus highly ihvoured with fuperior 
Kght ihewed, in the ftrongeft colours, the 
iiecdiity of a revelation yet more pcrffcft 
than had been granted to the fathers.' 
To faith in die direfting and protc&ing 
providence di God, was to be added a 
hMh (lill more powerful and efficacious. 
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Thus may children ibc. led by degree^ to 
aJcQowlcdge of the New:Te{laineDt di£» 
penfatifDo;^ i ^ : \ ^ •.> ♦ . • 
.' While the fcriptdres krc thus opened to 
them, they\^ill, like the difciples on thcik 
joaarncy to- >£mmat^$, find their hearts 
bnra tmhinnthcin. ■ The' hiftory of .their 
Redeemer's' Jffe^nd fuffinings, of hisimc-^ 
ritorious j^eath^ and glorious afcenfion, will 
awaken e^ch sfemiable aSe&ion, each inte- 
reftii^feelhig of ihelicar^ They will fee, 
that asprofcefting Providence was the booa 
promifcd ta the* believers in: the firft reve- 
laiiob. Divine Grace i^ the peculiar promife 
of the fecond. They will perceive, that 
by . idiqiiity and impenitence both may bie- 
forfeitcdjrand thus the neceffity of a ftrift 
adherence ta.ihe moral- duties will be made- 
clear, and evident, and piety and morality 
be fij ftroRgly aflbciated in their minds, as^ 
to prevent a tendency to fuperftition our 
the one hand, and to emhufiafm on thd. 
ether.. . For this profitabtc knowledge qf- 
r ....-; . the 
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dirfeftioas . ftpto iibc fifft princit)!^ pf a 
Supreme Be^lgv:cterli»l, w^>jwdrgbcjd> 

/wbich reqa&ai oiilyt a loodci^o p9«er:Iof 
ttmciptioa. ana-rUfcenltb i;^iju(Jg^5aewc la 
poiyiprebeod. >Giilvvtfatcd jiibagji^tjipti U 
hci«/>f»oufct?wdiIttft*jiingiihftf^ 

jdfcBBri teqftiftKJi tha^ all tfe^^cBiife^s lore. 
^r^toCWga ttofeo^hQ \bavQ;:l^^f4"j the 
ifoi^t<jr^:fta:crijlfiii and wtefe::ia:teadii^ 
:dJ8 fecrcd'Wtltis^, hayle, JTOiirtlyy^ppUcd 
jtb<5mfclvc5,tp ^iJit^jiifeoyfiEjf ?)f-.fi^ci«id«:<: 
iktto\skdge,lQ»d«aYoijrmg-:iPf84h oJbfcarc 
j^tflijgc taitiAMuf {Sortito fosftofareVibufly 
adioptqd' fyfteB%: I hayeiburid maoy wh^ 
Jfr€.d€clatcd enemies tq aifcrdiug fcripturil 
;ii^l*^ic>ar.lo '.ihe pQorj f^afty wbp ibiak* 
.th?tt'ipJ[ic.vPi}>le ougbrby ii0t Joeang lo be 
:put iqto the. hmd^ of youth: biit never 
^d I meet wiih ^dc who had .been taught 

to 
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tb ap{>ly its pttcqms atidl its deAriwss s^ 
fie heari^ \Jbsi hasboiired zcFf apfMim*- 
fion of tjie conftqiieflcte of giyiiig ftnpcii^ 
ral k&^t«>}edgt to the <itb^rwife ilfitev9td 
It k thi^ apf liCKtloR-^ tbeiactcd Vrfiting^ 
which it otigbt 10 be;the infit^dor^ 'Um 
t<i tea^b. If^ imftcod df this 6^urf 
iappliaitiidii <xf the Divine commahdiiiiiNS^ < 
wt go.aboi^t to ^bli(h our owfir tighte*- 
ouftieis^ t^ifittrfNTdtiog tii«i j«dfnieiits >d5T 
i[K>utice4 tgaittft fin iti ^ <^4iidebttftti<Mt 
^ tk^fe^tvfacv differ firom^ 19 o^pisiioQ*^ 
^(& ihall, indei^d, reap \ia\t adysmtage ffm, 
(criptiire knowledge. Commems of this 
liature ate^ I am afMtSd, btft too common t 
arid as they are the natorai refub of i^ 
partial appliGatkm of particnlar pa^igcs;^ 
they can only be prcww^J, by kssiciing 
the mifid to feelc for iht ge$ie9^al. meaning 
in the general J^it of the Gofpel wtlteM; 
which^ if <fo»e with fincerity, will always 
biing 'ijome falutary truth home to the 
bofom. Striking are the ItiSbns that are 

given 
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IdCttts Ubwr 10 Joqpirefr ibwi infuoha 
maotier a$ <o reader tift vn4iQgof dk \ 
taipme^i ^ l^rpficablo for do^lrinc, <ibr 
vcpvobfy'fbr cdrro£li<m; lor ioftruflafyftiiii 

It tsid order to eibft thb IpfAcacbftbf 
&e 4Qiftriiies and prad^ of dmTGdfpei 
to die boart^ Hat I wayld gndoaUjf^ pit^ 
I»irc thefafiart for tUoiriMcptioft. Itere^ 
as.Iam mfon&ti^ gtvbs iimbragc m iome , 
piimrtttsids bf. wM I adraticcil vponr Ait 
fubje^l in the form^mlabie^ iXduS(;m&>tw 
wAwnx fats kdttOid noreifoiiimloiffljF ui ro* 
exanuiciUI tbtStt^nieQls upoattUob of 
ofMoipit was fiMrmed; .wStft tfiofr Tsfob^ 
ticm of fredjr adbiowkdgt|i9.eiror^irtiene.! 
ever I found k« No (Vgnitteiitfi^ huked^ 
vtoi dfered.bj ^ib itfhcf diierod froiii 
ipc^ to affiftme in tirisrreicarcb. Sf^thcfel 
ifiight^ perba|)9» biiireibeea itt6re;£ffeAiiaUf 
edlighttocdl butlctmfofe^ chat after tia« 
Yio^ g)«ttjiil tbi abmtiaa ta.tbofufeyeft 

of 
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/ fi^i i^4n'ie no HUefi-Mii thai taoforcn 
a<4icl^i€(f.billicf>4^pob!tl)ein|Dd', bef«Fe^it];fii 

afford the poffible cxcrcife-^-^jbdgflieo^ 
{ikissJi%sAxf}sj^^^^ decentiine 

iu^ljaie)tniUx:or i^llflu^ pnipdficiotis) 
can^ liaJise ao* othsr.vcbnfequ^&eeyitban m 
yradkic mther^a.bKtid<<a&d bigot(idiadbei 
lenot M ^giexkmiiffdvpriQdples, sitoiallidJ^ 
diffibsniqe to all |Ari&iipy,.ot the^eiRi^iiie^ 
ofdbc^idi£n aadiibfiddUyu i V ^ J f l J ': 
-:^Cb^3^oh»ptrihe]in ^iftaketi ^Aie^xoi^h^ 

tMc^KccidiaB doibwcs( bf^bHftiaiii6jr^:tli4€> 
I acmdtec^iotiifs^lfisgpi'^^^ ^ichidi: 

^ibme ^mesqa;^ a>cnfcarce4iii8:tQlipotv 
tis&ifaf&m mibd ilr islw^ ](clpie£);.&r ciide 
d^ffarifaq^mTiopuiioikbE thdrimporcaD^y. 
anpd' ii^^oTiftion.dfD^bRiir' i>eing; jfbundr 
coafonam oe crutfii iiid:^aafoti, isCchkh J^d& 
;]ie (6u r ocbnmeDd : mdi cdmeftfieft ,,» tl^' 
rj they 
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llnej&inay'faeii'd etifcnxMias. that tliclieoit 
and the Qndai&aiitlii^im^'JtereqiiaUf im^ 
^teflbd/W|d) ibeir trmh. ' I^ ibS$ all tatiks 
-ofitfociqeyrifiiq^ aiifecicont^nkdi and.it i$ 

xdncsutioa' cffitfaepoqr atdpf^tfoichi ouglit 
^Kr>be condiidbdutipcte tticrfiuxiepriaciplcs^ 
©y cultiv^tMig^ ybe:affcr3ipiii of itic iafe«t 
}kwcxj afidini|2blDgitoiifaJaUtl]^ 
atorfeeiuig6f)f 'gfatitu^e^evcsrtic^i iiop^ 

ho opened ftow^ds .the^fletoepitid&af |ki()rj»I 

truth; the jia<^aat} will tiii^'fae;e«cirdfci4 
md wheft.it(br&IK$iemly.iidbtf^ toipOT'- 
ccive tbc{ . m^^mce .a£ 'Jhe jii(>^i;i?ie$. ,qf 
Ae.Go^el^tJitp,:a«d''tlijiwoidyij;wiU thcj 
be rccetvbdrao^ ch«ifce^ rfp a^ tp yicli 
<he frukslpf faith aadftghjC'eaufapfs/ . 

.•T&eVperiod when ihis^dcgrctej^f maw* 
yity takes place, it muft be left to the prc- 
'ceptor to "deterimne. I fliould, however, 
by all means recommend, that the funda« 
l{iental principles of religion and morality 

be 
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be cfeeply impre^ed upon the umA bdart 
imagination begins to predominate. 

When the judgcnesc has been preTiooflf 
ftrengthenedfay reUgioos pormcipte, ima>- 
gioation wiH eVer afterward fxAntait to 
the control^ ireafon; t^nt.if we pennk 
imagination to take die lead, the religion 
principles and c^Mntons of our pnpils wiD 
«e»cei«e fipm* thi& facnlcy fnch a aAomm^^ 
M ttay hove nery fata} confequences; 
^ttjperftitipn aodenthnfiafin ore the ^cyita 
nnd Chaidbdi^ of fbnnd and Tational piety; 
In ordet 4^vmd the former, care tndl be 
tiJq^ to ' wa^ over ihde ^riy affociatkm 
Whkh comieA ideas of good, and evil with 
Circnniftencb^ which are trivial vr indif- 
farcot; 2^ to preferve from the latter^ 
Imaginafcimi imift be pttt imder the tegnbu- 
tfoii of |ndgment» ^ Adiixi. 



ju?;ttir 
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Imagistatiov akd Tasxs. 



mitg^mH^^ ^iis Ope - 

^ ^mcerning the ,Odliwaiimo/^Fa€tdig. 
. Vnimqf QotkCeffionaniJu^ 

. tQ its Cultivation, — Il{u$tmtums^» 



THE^iiecicffltj I feci iftyfelf ttofcr of 
toirijMrcffitig into the limits of a fogic 
Letter the obfemtions that occttr to tnc oii 
tttfc fabjeftsrof 'Irtaginaiioii iittdTiifte,^wifl 
Compd me tx)be coQcifc; I ftiafl^ howetcr, 
endeavour to be as little obfirntt ^ poflible. 
The word Imagtcation has great hititnde 
in hs applrcatibit.' It U ftrttictimcs em* 
ployed to denote fiinplc ipprcheilfion j it 
• being 
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being very ufual in common converfation 
to fay, that we cannot imagine how fu<th a 
thing could happen,' whcrf we mean, that 
we cannot coQccive it. In this fcnfe, yoA. 
will obfcrve, that I have ciareFully avoided 
employing ,iu . It; is fo|itepn^ Ijkfvfif^ 
;ippJicdJn,?GgfSOcr^l jway, ^o.^.ckprcfe ^die 
operation-oCthe mind in tljitikiiigj afid'^ia 
this inoorr^ wayi^ of f]^ea*kii:ig, ' we ff e- 
quentlf oWeiVe, that i'^m^ bccupieS fhc 
imaginatibiti, wlieii in reality it is the fub*. 

jcft of reflcftion . _ ^ 

Again; the term Imagination is fomc^ 
times niadc ufe of in defcribfng"'the mtcl- 
le/SVuai {i}eafi;f5;$. and pu;!pfcik^,.iA>c9nt|a« 
4ifUpfl:io^ iPr.tbofc^of fcpic;;.^,-,^p,,this \*iy 
itif ap^i^,4gy..I^ vnhfxf^ 

poem dnjtl>g.]Pleafures.oi^{h95yp^agki3tl^ 
defcribjss thfl^-qi^plQyflierij . gjf,^^li^ tlie inteU 
kaual fequlfi^s^ , ^ ; -r ,s.- ' ■ i ,,' . . • 
. . :. Py Injaginaiipn^ ia^be/er/ejto-whic^ I 
Jiave confii^-^ najfeif, is, uoderilqpd th^i 
power- Qf .;t]l^p^|iiii)d> MjhijqJ^^ii^pcerted M 

forming 
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ftflrmitig new combinations of ideas. The 
power of calling up at pleafulte any pani* 
cular dafs of ideas is properly denominated^ 
Fancy* -A creative imagination impliea 
not only the pow^r of fancy, but judgment, 
abftraAioni and tafte. jVbere fhcfe are 
vranting, ihe flight^ of imagination are little 
better than the ravings of a lunatic. 
• From the nature of this faculty , it is ob- 
vious, that it can be exercifed^but ina very' 
flight degree in childhood, the ideas being 
zc that period too few in numW to aflford 
materials for new combinations; or fhonkl 
the attempt at forming them bcmade^- 
they muft, from the Want 6f taftc and:, 
jadgment, be weak and imperfeft. But- 
long' 'before the mind can combine for 
icfclf^ the conceptions are fiifficiently vigo^ 
rous to enter with avidity iiito the combi- ^ 
nations made by others. If thefe are fo 
artfully contrived as to intereftithcpaflionsy 
or to excite the emotions af terror, hope^ 
indignation, Jor.%mpathy, thesfsbecdne the 
.; moil 
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xooft plcafing cxcrcifc$ of the jutcnSc 
mind; but if this cxcrcife be frequ^tl/ 
repeated, it will ictibUibly produce trails 
of thought highly unfavourable to the 
cultivation of thofc important faculties^ . 
"vtthout wbdEe ai4 the creative power of 
imagination can never be exerted to any 
ufeful purpoie. 

While the mind Is occupied in making 
obfervations on the nature and properties 
of the objcfts of fenfe, its train pf thought 
h merely a fcries of iimple concfeptbns^ 
but thcfe conceptions are the materials 
with which imagination is at a proper time 
to work. On thefe conceptions, too, does 
judgment begin its operations; by the(c» 
is it exercifed into ffarength; and by fuch 
cxercife ^ alone it is, that it can ever attaui 
perfeftion. Thefe operations arc, as I 
iofpeft, greatly retarded, and in fome ia- 
fiances utterly prevented, by a premature 
4ifpofition to make attempts at combina* 
tim; the inevitable confequence of having 

the 
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the miodpowerfoily impreflcd by intereft* 
ing fifiioDS. After every fiich impreffion 
ih6 train of thougiit fio^ for a coofider- 
able time in the fame chaonel with the 
emotion tliat has been excited : and before 
judgment has attained the capability of dl- 
reding its combinations, the images that 
are fonned mnft of neceflity be wihl an^ 
incoherent. However incoherent they 
may be, they have fnch a tendency to it^ 
creafetheflowof ideas^and, ofcotifequence^ 
to augment vivacity^ that foch children 
appear to much greater advantage, thaa 
thofe whofe faculties are cukivatcd m the 
natural order* But A^^hen both arrive at 
maturity, they who have laid in the great- 
eft fiind of cfear, difttnft, and accurate 
ideas, mud poifef^ a maHifeft advantage. 

Were imagination (as is unfortunately 
t0O often fuppofed) a fimple faculty, which 
could be exercifed to advantage without 
the aMance of the other faculties, the 
methods ufoaily taken to cuhivate it would 

be 
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Ticjudiciotts^rid'cSfeftuaL * l&niiMthciit 
faff a cothptiund of fevcral 'other faculties^ 
it neceffarily follows, that its iexccllcncA^ 
depends on the degree of perfeftion, to 
which the factrfties connefted' with it have 
arrived. The Ifiad of Hofner is a work 
of imagination; it exhibits a feries of 
combinations j^ perhaps more affonifhing^ m 
their variety, harmotiy, arid confiftency, 
than any that human geniiis has ever pro- 
idnced; but dots it not in every Kne give 
a proof of clear and vigorous conceptions, 
of ftrong judgment, and profound reflec- 
tion? When our own Shakefpeare, whofc 
elevated genius * • 

/* JExhaiilled worlds, and then imagined new/* 

, pourtrayed the charafter of Caliban, (who 
is certainly a creature of the.poct*s imagi- 
nation) did not judgment evidently guide 
the pencil) and lay on the colours? From 
the incomparable produftions of thefe 
extraordinary inen, we may juftly infer^ 
- : that 
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l^at atll the JFa<;ififies hi the "mind *«rc by 
jheii^ poff^d ia aa. uncomiiidn degree 
»t ▼igpur, and .ttierefore coocludc then! 
to* h4vt>.been cuUivited according to the 
Older s^ffigned by. nature* . 
,,-Jli ji lif iivg.^ijthflr, whofe remote fituai* 
tjfep yfriW apologize ftirai jtomparifon which 
wopld otherwifcjG?6m.-tnyidiouSj we fee A 
i|9} further prgof , of &ulr argumcilt. la 
thfe power; of 'mAg\il9Li\o^^ (taken accord"^ 
mg 6cf:ii9r.fij|ipie jdefiditeon) it is ptobablpj^ 
tlftt Kdcz^tue daes ttot.yii5ld;lto cither of 
t^ p.cret$ abOvertHentiomed. u But wh^t are 
ib9<H>ni^ina^ion9;]^hichc^:gipni(i8^i)as. pro* 
dUoed^r I have )9o 4Q«enticMi of turning 
criti^j and^tfeerefcJrd iChsdj^ decline anCwering^ 
the qucftlon; but ibiokJt h<h; put of my 
proyinqe to obfervej ;h?^t if a deficiency 
in the powers of accurate C0Qteptit)ii and 
found judgtpf tit are laid, to Jms charge, he 
has givcn.us a ciuetQ lead to the caufe of 
this deficiency in his.m^iioirs, where Jbe 
dcfcribcs hi.s mother having, while he was 
VOL. II. X yet 
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yet aT^hilB, affiduoufly cultivated his. iina- 
ginacioQ by thepotwerfol emotions excited 
by romantic fifiion. He tells us, *^ihe 
^^-ms a woman of fenfibtlity, and de* 
*^ lighted in infpiring him with a taftc for 
<* works of hnaginatico, of which he ibon 
"grew enthuiiaftkally fond.** Of olil 
Mrs. Shakeipeare we kno^ ncMhtng} but 
from the found judgnsent exhibited in die 
woyks^f her fon, I think the p^robalnli^ 
is, that ittftead of being a woman of semi-' 
hility^ (in^die'fenfe Kotstebue employs the 
term) (he Was a woman of plain good fenfe. 
To {^oduce a work of genius, the po'Vl^er 
of imagination miift be poSefled in a Vary 
eminent degree; but unlets atertain portion 
di the faUe imagination be pdSeSed by the 
reader, die works of genius will never be 
perufed with delist. Nothing can be re- 
liOied but in propOrtioh as it is underftood; 
and thoroughly to underft^ftd an author, wb 
muft be able, with &e rapidity of thought^ 
10 tfiiter into all his afibciationsr This caa 

never 
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htvtt he ddn6 by didfb Who poffefs a Tery 
limited ftock dif ideas. Thebeatitifulalhi* 
fiocls "^hieh at on<^ iOoftrate and adorn 
k%c works of the kairned, arc loft upon 
thofci^hoare tinacqdainttd Wiih ciaffital 
literaturid ; and ^^e may be afTured^ that 
tnany of the bealides of the ancient orators 
and'poet^ are in like madhet* loft tlpoii the 
learned of our days, from their ignorance 
of the alTociations which produced them^ 
A fAall number of kleas will, indedd^ fuifice 
td*^rfue«'fimple narrative; and zcc&tA* 
ifngiy We find that narratii^fr, either of real 
br ffiftitiouslftrents, its the only fort dfread^ 
!ng iltrhich is rdilhed by the Uncultivated 
niind. t)o We Wifti to infpire a tafte for 
ttnaics of a higher birder? Then Iftt us 
layafolfd foundation forfuch a tafte in 
the cultivation of all tfaofe faculties which 
arc ncceffafy to the proper ekertife of 
fmagmation^ Let us by the cxercife of 
tht rckfoniiig powers, a^ utell as of the 
coiSccptltiu ahd the judgnieht, produce 

that 
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that ': atriiiigement m^bc ideas, whicli id 

alike favourable to iiprjcfuion and to aSioQ. 

(lafuch n^ods the t^-aias of afTociated ideas 

are^ if I;mjay fo'exprefs myfdf, harmonized 

by txi^th* vThc ideas being numerous, d^- 

tmd,;aiid jpfti are called upin proper -order; 

aodas. $ir;raDgcft)eot in- our aflbciatiQ&s is 

the --true* key of meijiop'y, every idea that 

is wanted, obeys the call of wilh k- is then 

thalt the power of imagination comes forth 

. to it^idJat,^ the mindy and to. give a new 

izcft to xthe c^jinn.of cxiftence* The^i^n^i^ 

' nations which itthen prefents^arranged^py 

jtidgm^l,: filled ed l^ tat^c^ and deviated by 

- theifitbUi^e idieasof Divine pctfeftion, give 

; ap e5?Qrc)fe,tp all ,tlie intf Hefiual ppwersk 

... *• W,\m ciaployment can he have w^-^ 

: •' thy qf aipan, whofc imagination hoc^ 

*• lEup^ed only about things low and dasf^ 

^^ and: gJrovels in a.^arrow £eld of rneap^ 

';. ** qpjmknating, and TOinto:^^^ 

apd Cuch ifiuft ever be the (^ with.hiipv 

lirhofe' ideas ^aure few^ cQufufcd^aod ittacqi-* 

— ratcjt^ 
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rjiejandVho, wiiilie incapable of e^fepaad. 
in)sf SJaf itiind to embraccthe forms of general 
atid ^ra<9: truth, has habitaalJy employed' 
his itnagination on ^ the' chimeras tof4intui 
torcd hndy j fuch a psrfon ttfuffi be ^ infcn- 
'^^fiblt td thofc fiiMtrMd'toore delitate feiiti- 
**'ments^ and blind to^hofc mbre^enfarged 
*^ and nobler views, \jycheleva^4:be:;foal, 
«^ ^nd make it cdnft<iollfe ^of its digdity;' "^ 

' ** How differen^frotabiiii^lxAiofeitnagi- 
^ iiatioBi like an »^5»gleitt^her fli^t,>Iia^ 
^^ a-wide^f>rofpefti Itf«l/. obtetvid^kvhaimer 
^^4ffreiikts^ that iineXsror bcautful;:g*raiid' 
*/^^^imtiorttot;^-^v3lSfc' tapid iB^itog v«trks 
" ffie 'feerie every riaottient^-'Ciftityiflig him- 
*^ thro* the fai^TCgioajl^df witnsorfaney, 
" fometimes through the more regnl»^nd 
«^'Tobef wdlks of tQim^^tiA philofophy. 

- ^*'Tht various objefts which he furveys, 

*^ ace^ing to thefr< diiferent degrees of 

i** beAiity and dignky^-raife in'tim the lively 

** and agreeable erfiorions of tafte. IHnf- 

^trious^iuman'^haraftcrs as they^pafe m 

♦« fcview, 
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« rcvkw^ clothed ^Hb.th??^ »wm?1 «\»alir 
'^ t3$»5 tpuch h^s^Iif^ct ft(U . more d^Iy.. 
^^ Tbfey: pot Q^f^. 9?13^,?fli t^c kf^ off 
*f bcauity, bw^cxritQ^^tibcjfeiHiil^t c^f ap- 
^.VprobattQD, 2^ Jki^dte ^fi gIpWfOf yinuC; 
*^ While b(^yi^i«$r\tfe^i^:tr%gr€^tajid^ 
*f glwows ior buiftwii ftWI^u^ji hi% {qfj}^ 
**: catches the divijftft&im^ ai^:b\ir»$:'«wh' 
". defirc to emd«^e.whaAll>a4inims»"t 

The rcvfiri^ qfi feffe ^ mind ajc wt 
palj^ ddightfolly! sm^fk^g, hut i^tary. Md 
ufefoK Qa the- giy- pj^re^ ^^iijcate4> 
byiaaqr,, judgracqt^ ri»fi>i|> ajid^ifee.pjfiaV 
fcafc, e:5PCit ?hsif P9Wiff^ of 9^ ^d> 

dyas t^;^^a\ C9mhfflaiioo£^^pfi%^^^ 
tioa are loadc a, laeaii^ p.f. iinprouf iip^|. to^- 
the heart. 

J have kopwo a yjo^ig perfoic%,.prpp? ta 
ipdulgc io the reveres prefemed.l^:^ rich 
and lively imagination, who acknp^i^edg^ 
that it TTas by rcfie^^iag oii thcfc fppnta- 
Mous cff^^oDs of faQcy> that (be became 

fReii acquainted 
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fe(5liaos of ^gt ofnktipa^per and dHpg0tton. 
Ip hiix dreams pf/fu^tqriS^^iciQrt (be fipufidt 
that the gratificai30iQ:c| f!an^:WI^. ahimjri^ 
io^ii^d, or ivkd^foriaafid tjb^grpmd-wof k 
Qf the piece; ^^u^La^fpnUis^tyrfetfaerfelf ta 
rpot put a:prQ|i$sfiqrt which: flj* thus dif^ 
c9j?er(5dT to bfi ps'fl^kfflBpaflt. Whja :ntei> 
t^l^ by tlyjj pri4fo of: Qthw^ ibis fdund 
fancy iHimcdiatclyjbufiQdjB fc^Wl^ ftcBC$ 
^ereoB ibc.yi»fi opi.aj^itl^ A^ijoripart^ 
^: to.retjprjt t^ n^rtiftcatio^^ou.thoftfcbyt 
Wl^m ^9V: £e;eiiiig^. bad been: w»i»idedt: 

to.^pply.tp th^TibrotW/of 6i»coi for tho 
Chrifti^ft fpiric Q^ tme bsindlity..: Thua 
vm m^irmion ii:j|dcre4:fttbieryicM ta 
r:rflgi<»jJ9iJgxHgni>. ap4reafob; aod.whik 
i; 2^% ug^o-.fuph.iCiMtroU wuiipay fefcly. 
pypiip«p<» it the firft of hsmaii bfcflings! 

Whccc thc: imagination ha$ bceq jnju* 
c%ipii9y ilin^ujlaced at an^early period^ i% 
h^s liitl^: cjisin^ of eve rxffinix^ upder thi^ 

fpecie« 
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fpeciej- of^rtgu)SAiin.': liht attention ha^ 
vittg'beeiihabitiidlly Engaged in purfoing- 
tbe drd^ms.otf fiai^^ a tbourMid' 

dgpormoitics ofifift^iftftiorH' ihd uAprovei- 
ilient^ and the ouiiibepcliacas muft confo- 
queii^.lie-^trb^tjf^i^utofcribcd.i ^Thie^ 
jy^gmem: having Diiv*'*bet»^k«rcife*Wi^ 
realities^ can only compart i idcad that al*~' 
dually inipcrfeft, and confcqitetftly te foir; 
fvcr liable to ci%:or.^ 'Arivekp^£hftion that^ 
^e fame e;^e5^ {HwH? SAm^^pP^^c^- 
#iiiaft cflfefts, Will," td'tfe* *^d Whfch^* kii; 
^cti ^HG^cikd in ftaibiij,: t)€f aitcnded'^V 
ihe^nldft iataiU0ui6q^ieik:^8; tllb teatevlsiits 
of:li&iuoceedmg^«^h>Ofihec in a Very di& 
fereot traii^i^ndnl that ik whicft cbe^ dre^ 
«q)i^fehtcdInAwhpr5aiiaibb$. 'TKBfalfo^ 
aiTobia^ons that'^te Ihu^ )^t9ike^d^W the^ 
^ind, rnay nox only miflead-th^jiKiigmenti 
^)ut, as. I have end'eavout^^l^elfewh^c tb. 
^ew, may effcftually pervert theheirtf--* 
the/fenfil^lity excited by fiftitibus tepr^-. 
|Bntali<ins'' of human^ ixrffei^r' -being -vc^ 
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far from that genuine fpirit of benevo- 
lence, that IS aftivciy cxened in alleviating 
the diftreffcs which it cannbt temovc' 
Where the judgment has been ftrengthened 
by obfervation, and habits of aftrvie bene- 
volence have been, in fome meafarc, 
acquired, and confirmed by feligious prin- 
ciple; then, indeed,' the luxurious tear, 
tcalled forth by the witching power 6f ima- 
gination^ may be indulged withfafety; for 
Itsfource will not then be miftakcn. But 
\rhere by imagioation fehfibtiity has been 
brought into exiftencc, to the woes of 
imagination will fenfibility be confined; and 
far too fickly WiU be its conftitiitibn, to 
jM'dducc the aftive ehatjties of lift. 

' Tast^ is fo intimately conneded with 
irfiiagination, that many of the obfervations 
ajij^licabte to the qne will be found tp 
rcdch the other. The emotion of tafte^ 
^hbugh fimple in' its operation, is derived 
from complex fources. Its very exiftencc 
^epcnds on the vigour of conception, and 

implies 
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implies the eicercife of judgment. Nor 

are thefe faculties alone equal to the pro- 

dtt&ion of this delightful emotion } a^ we 

may bet convinced^ by obferving tha oum<^ 

bers qf petfons who pofiefs thefe facpltie^ 

in an eminent degree, who, neyerthelefs, 

are incapable of experiencing the emotions 

of tafte. Without a certain portion of 

fenfibility, I believe, true tafte is nevcxs 

found* How much this fenfihility depends^ 

upon organization, I cannot prdiune to 

detjcrmine; but that i% t^ fe|dQm tl^e bpoi^, 

of uncultivated minds, ^xpert^i^jqe agbrd^^ 

us convincing proofs. 

To perceive and to enjoy whatever k, 

beautiful orfublime in thework of Aature. 

or of art, is the peculiar privilege of tafte^ 

Its emotions are accordingly divided by; 

an author,* tQ whpfe elpgant aikl judicious. 

remarks I confefs. many obligations, iqto 

the emotions tf fvjblimijf^ acid the emthf^ 

of beauty**^ 

' . . ;■'.' ' » 

* See Alifon on Taftc. «. 'fhiC 
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f ^ The qualities that produce thefe ciMh 
^^ rioijs, arc to be found in aimed every 
f? clafs of the obje£is of human kpowiedgCt 
^^ and the emotions themfelves afford one 
^* of the xnq^ eictenlive fources of hvimaa 
^'delight. They occur to us amid every 
f^ variety of, externa] fcenpry, aiul among 
^* many dtvet£ties of 4ifpo$tion and.affection 
"in the miftd of man. '^1^ moft pleafmg 
« arts of human inventioo> arc altogether 
^•direfted to their puri^itji an4 even the 
•^ neccflSiry art^ are ei^a]t^^ into dignity by 
f ^ the genius tha( can unite beauty with ufe.** 

Th^t a fufceptibility tq tl^ amotion of 
f#e do<:9. not altogether depcrnd qpon the 
original frgme of our nature, is evident 
from its being entirely con^ned tgi minds 
pplTeiling a certain degree of cultivation;, 
whereas the ^motions of furprife, joy, 
wooder, fi?c* arc felt by all. Nor is the 
min^ of the mod: cultivstted at all times 
equally fi|f(;eptible of 'thefe emotions* AK 
fOKjift know, that there are moments whea. 

objcds 
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objefls of fiiblimity or beauty make no 
imprcffion. All muft have experienced, 
that fcencs which have at one period called 
forth the moft vivid fenlations of delight, 
Have at another been viewed with the jnoft' 
perfeft indifference. 

The more deeply we examine this' 
curious fubjc2l, the more fully {hall we 
be convinced, that the emotions of taftc 
entirely depend on the train of ideas which 
are called up in the mind by fcertam ob- 
jefts of perception. If theinind has not 
been previoufly furnifhed \^hh a ftorc of 
ide?s that can be thus affociatcd, the fineft 
objefls of fnblimity or beauty ' will never 
give a pleafurablc fenfation to the breaft/ 
They may be viewed with wonder, withi* 
admiration, but will never produce emo-' 
tions of fublimity or beautyt- 
' The above obfeVvations may be further' 
illuftrated, by rcflefting on "the manner in 
yhich a tafte for the beauties of nature iii* 
the materia! world, atid for the beautiesT 
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of poetry, enhance each other. A youog 
mind, accnftonded to the contemplation of* 
rural fcenery, is enraptured by the poetical 
defcriptlons which prefent a tranfcript of all 
that bad fo often charmed the imagination. 
**.When Nature charms, for Jife itfelf,is new/* 
:Thc elevated fentiments and fublime 
id^s of the poet -give, on the other hand^ 
.anuEfiberof new aiTociationSy which are 
hencefotth cgLlled up by the fcenes of na^ 
ture, and become to the mind of fenfibility 
a new and inexhauftiblefource of delight- 
By. the ideas^ affociated with them^ a 
thoufand fouiids that, are in themfelves in* 
dfiBFerent, iiay, fome that are rather in their 
^natures difagreeable, become pregnant with 
-delight. I have for this laft half hour bem 
^leaning on my elbow^ Kflening to the diT- 
5f ajit tinkling of the {heep-bell, a found jfo 
4>erfeftly in anifon with the furrounding 
iijenery,, as to appear etachantiiigly bcai^- 
/ttfiil; Upon rcfleftion^rl believe ic to be 
5uft fiich -a bell as is tied to the pre-man*s 
;^ bajflket. 
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balket, which 1 have often in towtiiiecmci 
an execrable nuifancCi The different ctnoi^ 
tions which it now excites can only be 
Jrefolved into the different trains of ideas 
with which the found is affociated.* 

My narrow limits wUl not pcntiii ittc to 
go into thisfnbjeftatfulficient length; but 
the hints I have fuggcftcd, will, if purfuecl 
with any attemion, infallibly lead lis to con- 
clude^ that the fouiidatiQti of the emotions 
4>f tafte, with regard to natiifal objefts and 
to poetical dcfcripiioii, muftbelaid ihdiftitt'ft 



* I once knew a lady tj^ho had been brought lip in 
one of the mofl confined ftreets id the city of £idndoo# 
vhcre her father had, by dint of induflry> accumulated 
a large fortuiie. When complaining of her hard fiite^ 
ii^ being obliged upon her marriage to leave the n^* 
^tiopolis fot the dull femenefs of a country life, {k6 
drew a ftriklng pi^ure of the joys fhe had un\villingly 
rclinquifhed. " nere({ht faid) ihe never knew whit 
** it was to be lonely i for beiides the bufUe all day loqg 
*• in the flt^eet of carts and coaches, there were forty 
*• coopers in the back-yard, who were knock, knock- 
••iilg, from morning^ till night!'* Does not this ftrongly 
evince the power of aiTociation in fortliing oiir ideas 
•f harmony ? 

and 
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and accurate concq>tiom. Bf thefe muft 
the ideas be accumulated, which, by the 
laws of aflbciacioD, are formed into diftinft 
trains; which, like the genii of Adelines 
hmp, appear the moment the enchanter 
imagination is difpofed to call them. With* 
out-fome pains taken in the cultivation of 
the faculty of conception, we may learn to 
criticize upon the laws of tafte, but wc 
fiiall never be iiibjec^ to its influence* 
' In creating a fufceptibility to the emotions 
•of tafte, we (hall find a powerful afliftant 
in devotional fentiment* The mind that 
has been accuftomed to aflbciate the ideas 
of Infinite Power, llinfdom, and Goodncfs, 
ieith all that is ftriking in the works of 
mature, muft have a peculiar tendency to 
the emotions of fublimity and beauty. It 
is thus that fenfibility may be ptoperly 
cmd effedualiy awakened. The train of 
thought which devotional fentiment excites, 
is fa highly favourable to the cukivation 
x)f T^fiiicd t9&e^ that I |reatly queftion, 

whether 
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\7l1etber it^ emotions were ever cxcitec^^ 
where fetifibijity had not been thus called 
fonti. So necefiary is it towards the per- 
feftion of the human mind; that tlje culti- 
vation of the aiFe£iions ihould go hand ia 
hand with that of imelleft! 

It is no fmali incitement to the cuhiva^ 
tion of tafte, to refleft, that the emotions 
of fublimity and beauty are €onne£led, not 
only with our dclrotional^ "but with our 

.jtnoral feelings. They cpalefcc not with 
any of the diffocial or maleroknt paflions^ 
and can never be experiehced while the 
mind is under their influence. By render- 
ing the mind fufceptiblc of the emotions ojF 
tafte, we not only expand jbc cir.clc of ho- 
man pleasures, but as every emotion^ c/ 
-which the heart is capable, has a tendency 
to produce emotions that are in the fame 
Jcey, we give an additional chords if I may" 
fo exprefs it^ to the liarmony of the virtue?/ 
To thofe who are by .;heir fituatic^n id 

-ibciety exemptod from^ the. cares ^aodpe^ 

plexiticj 
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4inec to have a Aiffifient pu^Jki: »of ' (mh 

pcciq>jr.thp lime \^!hifeh: i$;tW feft.to'^ee: 
.di%>fel TM intelleauai posrors >hawr 
little chance qF .bcfeg. called. fttnh$» in any- 
eminent degree, where th^re ^re pcdiffi- 
cufeies to ftimnlatc the .energies of ihefoul^ 
-and tiooljea to. rOufe its aifUviiy.. . Thai 
l?>v€vpf knp^l^dge i^^ indeed, aa i&iyc 
. {}rincip]e^; . and foK that reafon cannot be 
.tPQ. affidaoufly cwkivated in the. minds of 
thofe whp are born* tp thi4: privilege, or the 
jtttf*/i Oif leifuret bu! if to the lote of know- 
ledge we4o not .add a fufceptibiii^y tp the 
;.emoiions of tafte, the mind will be apt to 
;langtiiih, ^md t& feck refodrces in thofe 
. fatal fcencs of diffipation, where wery vir. 
iuous difpofition and manly fendment are 
ibon obliterated*. 

^/ The emotioiis of tafte are, I believe, 

particularly congenial to the. female mind; 

but it deferves our ferious enquiry, how 

VOL. li. V far 
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'iMd&id dil^ititt^ 4»sr iod^Rwfithh nam- 

ibYl^€pt4Ulliy. WteU'wehearamoth^ 

ip6ak bf gtvittg btr daugl^Kifti 4 f^pr 

m^Ci ^smd^ iJiJ^ fit fakiiikg^ we foay, 

^etim^s in t^^ comtOtdcy th^l &e ideans 

-il&thitig mdt^ by tb^ eicpreffioto, than 

. teci»n|[ in her dillli*ai an atnbitidii t^ 

^kbibic to adV^tagt %llbir)phidkal ikill in 

Jdldfe Mi:o!ta|4Hhtoelits« Fbr !ili»s pn^ofe, 

>th6 )iiat&o4$ i^ilriMy <iAi)fp^ zit ob^U 

ouftf^fofnit!^c6fiil9 ai^ td renf^ it \aiM^' 

iidlktyto inggsA any imptowofUiU 

With tU^ idea ^f i^k^elling in thofe 
a^c^cMJ^tl&tfamt^ is ^Jhi^tvsA ^^ idieadf 
|rl<>ry fitaii tpfVdbd^n^ To ^ndeir i&e 
i<^d to edccdfence eafjr of acc^, ^R^^aiec 
and Wbi^ ^c t)a^ifliedrrom tite yddb^ 
fd mind; tbe «^ df ba&feiteefs i^ tottt 
afidc by vanity, andeveiy art fflia<!enfeof 
¥0 iXftdertb^ g^isMle pnp^fe ci^lons to the 
^peiia^c 'g&at. Vanity^ aided by tHsmpU^ 
a^iKitUbtedby unbhion^ does l^etodets*. 

The 
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The attentnm ii raemd |fl ifa&latt>f Hhi- * 
tadoti^ and its pouter is lotevcr CKtocd in 
vMi. Where i!he beft modblsr are proN 
cured^ the copies Will la tiioe be excettent^ 
The Miafic-Mafier.^itfbe fats ta(lb| irillteadi 
his pupils to make nfir erf graoes, yrhidi 
will ferte as a foccedaneiim for that whidi 
he has it not in iiis powtr to coofier; anA 
rapid ewcuticm mod inevitably be atftaiodl 
b^ unwearied application 

All this maljr, I confefs, be acGomi^iflRQi 
^ichom the odiitadbn of a fingle ftcttlqp 
of the mhid, exce^Amg ifaofe of percepoo» 
and attention; bmio confound this p^krf 
art of imifatiofl witli ibe idea od^Asm is 
no lefs abfoi^d) than if we were td call the 
eompofitof, wik> arranges the t3rpes for 
an edition of Hotoer, the Praice of Poets! 

The emotion of Tiile with regard t6 

mufical coaspofidmiy depends uponaflbd**^ 

ation no lefs tbiM it^oes with regafd to^ 

the other objefts of ow pocepiiidnd* 

• «Jiiigte 



d by Google 



I 324 2 

i Sidglcrfottbds, wd well know, are ac- 
counted .agreeable or difagreeahle^ apcord* 
ing. to the ideas : which ; tliey excite. On 
exaiiitmtion we (hall find that thofe ^hich 
particularlyilrikeus as fublime orbeautiful, 
never. fail to produce certain trains of idead 
in. the mind; which^ if accidentally broken^ 
diejemorions of fnblimitybr beauty are anni-* 
bilated.: An ihftahce or two. willfufficiemly 
elucidate this truth. What fotmd fo fub- 
lUmi as a peal of thunder? . The emptying 
of acartbf.ftones iothcftreet maybe mifc 
taken for it, and, white the deception lafts^ 
witt produce the emotions of fublimity in 
their, fulleft extcnt;.;butletus difcoverour 
miftalke, and what becomes of the emotions 
QfTubliraity?' The melodious notes of the 
nightingale have; been well imitated on the 
ftagc ; but did they there produce thg' fame 
emotions of heauty^' asrwhcn heard, in the 
ftilltiefs of thiefolciftn grove? ^ 

Muficj^.WhJQhi^ ^ <LO»f|nua^ion offomds^ 
mSkjf jit from the various combinations of 

which 
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xrhidi it is cxpMc^ be renderied higbly 
cxpreffive of the tender, the plaiativc, the 
melancholy, the chcierfiil, or the gay. It 
may be rendered elevating or depreffing, 
foQthing the foul ta fadnefs, 4>r cxbila- 
4:ating to the tone of pleaftire. Now 
«hai every one of thcfe various' emotions 
4ure .occasioned byiheprodu^ion of certain 
trains of ideas . connefied by. the laws of 
aiTociation, I think, no perfoti of i^efleAioti 
will difpute. Th^ perfon who is not fuf* 
ceptible of thefe emotions,' ^ay attain a 
knowledge of thelawsof compomion, and 
acquainted with the difficulty attending tlie 
execution of laborious paflages, may admire 
the art of the performer f but this admi* 
jation is perfcftly diftind from the emo- 
tion of tafte. To obtain this fpecies of 
;applaufe, is the fole aim of a number of 
compofcrs, whofe ambition is amply gra- 
tified by the approbation of the vulgar 
many: but it is the man of real tafte alone, 
who, either in his compofitions or per* 
/ formance. 
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fytmncCf CM cxfikc iht emotions of fiib* 
limity or beautjr. 

Tliat the Bomber is fo &w> will oot be 
mmex of fvirprtfc,. wiwn w^ xeAcA ibat tbc 
perfon n^o wcmU oall forth cbe emotions 
of tafte, dither in die x^pofitbn of itiat&- 
ri^I objed% cor in isis^ of the fine arts, muft 
be capable of entering intoaU tho&aff> 
dations.tlKtt areconqedled with the tones 
of nuhfKl which be wiflvet to prbdoce. 
Whatever nidelj breaks theie trains of 
idcasj utterly dcftroys ;he effeft* Every 
perfon of tafte^ who has beard the Meffiah 
of Handel performed at Weflminder- 
Abbey, and at the PlayrHonfe, muft be 
ienfible <of the advantage with which this^ 
iUh}ime compofitioa was heard at the for«- 
roer plape, where every objeft tended to pro- 
duce aflpdations in unifon with theione of 
the performance. At the Play-Houfe thefc 
aiTociatiotis were f<^ciUy broken, trains of 
difcordant ideas obtruded themfelves on 
xhe mind^ and thuis the eflfejl wa$ loft. 

Why 
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qaitj of d(eTO;}c»ali fc?p|8fi|^^ W)»y, but 
Ijcoiitfe the fpW^wiy i^f dqr9WWJl fW!- 
iii(»)tva^u;dai0wa>^othccof(Rfers> |f^. 
tbfi sw%al f ony)qQ^s ^ P^^J!^ ^I%>>!if 

vo ikfiiai^ ha?e uji tliu^ q^amp^ gf ||^ 
^mte4 9*4 C^Mn^^ ><* ^<;» vbi^ 99nki 

Ftpw Aq tpw«F pf tl|ffp ol^ifnr^ipi^Sj | 

tfM?P « l»a^ ^W WWte <4W» ?l>ff » f^ feF 
the fine arts qui f^j hf fil)Iti?at<^ ^y tj^ 

Ultrtemeai^ wbjfh ff«4 ^ eppli^ fi^ ^y 

tb4? fottodvjoo of ^% in gm^r Yfft f^ 

fikasi^iW^ Jf t^ p9Rccp«op5 Vp W 
l»^» readp^ t^ fxu^ ^iff^nr^tpf and t^ 

^penw^ ?PWf$J Iff IJKrc t|»cn? 9«#»RP 
eq^jjniqit» <p *? tp l^jf ip a ia^i^cftpck .9f 

has 
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liis'BOt been ttctcifediipon the agree- 
mctat and difagrecmcnt of ideas; and if the; 
powers of abftraffion and imagination have 
pot been railed forth j it is impoffible that 
the emotions of lafte ftiould ever be ekpe- 
, rieneed. It is not by conftautly practlfmg 
at a mufical inftrument, or by handling 
fhe pencil, that tafte for/ painting or for 
ihufic can poffibly be acquired. But let the 
bafis of tafte be fixed, and then by render-- 
itig your pupils capable of the prjlftic^t 
part of thefe accompliihmcnti?, you enkrgie 
thc~fphere of their innocent' cnjoymeiits, 
and afford theni the opportunity of comf 
jhunicating pleafiire to others, •» 

X 'The 'mother Trtio is fuperior -to the 
Aains of fa&ion, ' aiid who is capable of 
. tafeitrg an extenfive view of the prblDafeHf- 
ties' of htraian lifej^^asweUas of wdghing^^ 
the* talents pf her childreir with •* accurate 
itiipaniahty, wilf decide with wif<lom anti 
precifion on the value of thofe actomplifli. 
mp}^ which mtifl hiavitably be ^iirchifeii 

.-: ._ • • ■ at 
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tt tte expence of a Targe portion of time 
tni att^mron. -Does the mind appear 
dcftitute of than energy which is neceA 
fary to give a zeft to the intcikau^l plea* 
fores, fflie^vrill readily perceive chc advan- 
tage which may be derived to focb amindy 
from having at all times the power of gra?* 
tilyiDg Ufelf • by an elegant and innocent 
amufemertt,- But if her children poffcfe 
fofficienc intdlefltial vigour to find full 
deployment from other fotirces, fhe will, 
^perhaps, content herfelf wth cukivating iti 
thcfm that taftc for the fine arts in genera!, 
which wiU at all timefe^enfnre them the 
Iftoft exqaifite •grat!fic2[tion, ' 
• To fuchmind? fouifces of delight open 
<!)ti every fide, • Every fcdne in nature prc- 
fenis fome objeft calculated to call fonh- 
trains of idcis, which either interest the 
heart, or atnufe the fancy. But if the time 
in which the mind 6ught naturally to be 
icmployed in accumulating tliofe ideas, be 
^cfoted to acquiring a facility of esrecutioil 

at 
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m a imifical inftrament^ it i$ evi<}^t oo fych 
ideas can be called fonh. I once tr^yettcd 
four hundred miles in company with an 
accompliihed joung gentIemao> who made, 
io the cQurfe of the journey, but one folt* 
tary obfervation, and that was calfed forth 
tqr an exten6ve mooriih fen, where he (aid 
he was fure there was abundance of fnipes! 
Read the obfervatipns of St. Foud, on 
going oyer the fame grouud, and obferve 
the rich variety of ideas prefented to the 
man of iicience by objeiSs which are to tbq 
wlg» eye barreu of delight^ Follow the 
elcga&t Gilpin through the fame toor, and 
mark the emotiobs which the variottd 
icenery of natural laadfcape excites m the 
mind of the man of tafte. Who that ia 
capable of weighing the value of the mind's 
enjoyments in the (cale of truth and reafon, 
will not inftamily perceive, how nsuch the 
balance preponderates in flavour of thofe 
who have fuch a rich variety of afibcx^-* 
lions, wheu pw iu competition with the 

fupcrficially ' 
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fopcrficially accompliihcd? hetkincczrA 
tafte unite in the fame miQd, and you pre- 
pare materials for a conftani fcaft. 

As painting is now becoine a iaCbionabk 
accompUQxment, little lefs generally culci* 
vaited than roufict it may be cxpcftcd that 
I fhould make a few obfervations that 
may particular^ appjy to it. It is a fub. 
jeft on which I have no affrfbnce from the 
writings of others; in what I fay upon it I 
have, therefore, no guide but my owm 
feelings and my own judgment^ and in fuch 
circumftances it becomes me to exprefi; 
jnyfelf with diflMencc. 

The pleafurc we receive from painting 
appears to be derived from two very un^ 
equal fourees. The firfl:, and greateft, is 
from the emotions of fublimity or of beau^ 
fy; which in painting, as in all other fub- . 
jc&^j depend on the train of aflbciatei 
ideas. The more perfcft the work of the 
artift, the more pcrfeft the emotion; which 
is fo powerful in a mind of fcniibility, that 

it 



d by Google 



X 332 ] 

it muft be permitted, in fome degree, to 
fubfide, before we are capable of examiii'^ 
ing with minuter attention the founccs from 
i»ehich it is derived, Thefc are various, 
as defignvexpreffion, colouring, &c. j but 
if thefe were not in perfect harmony, with 
rach other, ^^'C may be affured'the emotion 
of tafte would not be produced ip any 
powerful degree. 

The fecond (burce of pleafurc in paint«» 
ing. is the accuracy 'of imitation. This 
iCorrefponds to the facility of execution ii 
ihe mufical performer j both are fources of 
a certain degree of admiration andfiirprife, 
but are equally diftinft from the emotions 
of tafte. Where tafte has not been pre.. 
viQufly cultivated, painting will never ad- 
vance beyond an imitative art; and as the 
happy imitation of^nature depends upon 
vigorous: conception, it cannot be expefted 
that thofe who have not had their concep- 
tions exercifed upon natural objefts, can 
ever produce any imitations which will be 

Vprthy 
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worthy/ of 'eveti. this tofctfcr fpcc^s of 
admiration.- Mailers inay, indeed, give 
them rules of pcrfpefiivc, and tcacK them 
to daub on abundance of pretty colowrs 
with ftriklng ciFcft; but if tafte be wanting, 
the IcffoDs of a Raphael will be throwa 
away. Exaniplcs, on the other hand, arc 
not wanting to flicw what progrcfs ia this 
delightful a!rt may be made, with little in- 
ftruftion from niafters, where real tafte is 
guided by judgment, and warmed by a briU 
Ijant iibagination. I have the pleafute o£ 
knowing many ladies who fo exgel; but 
Bot one uncultivated mind is of the number. 
Tafte in the forto of ornamental decora-^ 
tion, whether in articles of drcfs or furni-r 
tare, is fp much under the influence of the 
tyrant fajbiotiy that it can no* longer be 
([iled a Umple emotion. Fafliion depends 
fo evidently upon affociation, that it muft 
be twed to that fource by the leaft.rcflea- 
ingmind; but the affociations toiwhich 
fc [owes, its wonderful alcendancy,^ are 
r merely 
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merely ihofe which coone£k the ideas of 
cfteem and admiration with the fplendour 
of rank and clevs^ted iitaation* The form 
of drefs that is Worn by thofe we account 
patterns of gentility, is affociatcd with the 
ideas of refpe^l and admiraiion) which we 
are accuftomed to cherifh towards thofe of 
a certain rank ; or with the ideas of a dif«- 
dn£lion ftill more flattering, which confti- 
tates the glory of gay and yomhfnl beauty. 
When the fame form of d*ds defcends t* 
the vnlgar, thd change that take$ j>kc<5 in 
our afibciations ftrips it of its adv^titiousi 
laftee, and affi«s to the very fame objeft 
which had before called forth our admira- 
tion, ideas of meannefs and contempt. 

If the fovereignty of fa&idn be fo ^ 
folate, what ufe, you will fay, is there in 
Ac cohivatlon of juft and refined taile, 
which cannot overtarn her decrees? 

Notwiihftanding the influence whicft 
£ifiiion has over our opinions, tafte has 
fiitt a very importaiit part to ad; and if 

true 
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IWc taftc (of which judgment is a neccffary 
Coftftitucnt) vrctt properly €ukivated, all 
Iht evils at* ifiog from the powerful influence 
^fa&ioti Would be completely done away, 
l^aftfe rgedts whatever is itKrongruous; 
it requires fitnefs and harmony, and there- 
fore tafte will always rcjeft the afFeftatio» 
t>f fingularity. It will always, for this rea- 
fbii, adbpt the mode of the prefent fafliion; 
hut it will adopt it under fuch limitations, 
ias are agteeaUe to its general principles* 
Whereveir cultivated tafte prevails, one 
^iseral femimeiit, whether of fimplicity oi: 
lHaginificeuce^ will pervade the fcene. In 
the furniture of the houfe, in the economy 
of the table, the fame predominant idea will 
ht eipreffcd; and every ornament will be 
fri^eded, that does not give additional force 
t6 the expreflion. If inanimate objeds can 
be fo difpofed as to produce an undivided 
'emotion, furely the decorations of the hu- 
man form ought to be able to produce the 
fjtoe effeft. /there true taftp muft revolt 

with 
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with inexpi'effibfe 'di%ilft from whdcmt 
does not, . pcrfedly harmoiiize with .th<5 
charafter. Where purity,, modcfty, a«(J 
virtue, dwell m the heart, it is not taft« 
that will decorate the form with the fleer- 
ing drefs of the. wanton*; ' 

A knowledge of the principks of taft^ 
would teach our fex to preferve the .apy 
pearance of modefty at Ic^, cycn if thf 
reality were wanung* In female beauj^ 
I believe no one will 4cny, that foftaefe 
graced with^digni^,; naodefty^ geptleoie/yi 
and purity^ are ideas that perfe^ly harOMV 
Bize with the object. Let .t-hefe affociatip»^ 
be broken by difcprdant images,- andthf 
emotion of beauty will be up longer fel^, 

« But,'* fays Mifs Pert, " ypung mep 
•' are ftrangers to the enaotiom of tafte} 
" to pleufe them other aflbciations muft be 
*' cx<:ited. ; By dreffing i^ the ftife.of wo* 
f^ nxQU of a certain dcfcrif^tipn, we call up 
f^ trains of id^as fayourablje: ta paffiou.*' . 
- Tm^, young woman i but know tbs^ 
Ihe.-who glories in this fpecies of conqdefl, 
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dkgli^adies li£t£A£ benoaih the xtak of thofe 
Sat imitatea^ and ftlfids upc^Q the brink oC 
a precipice^ with nothing but a liitle |>ricte 
betwbtt her and ddlniaioff^ Few, hojie* 
ever, Tcfy few of ^he nuitibets who adopt 
model of drdfs higUy iAqQngruous whh 
fentimeacs of 'fliodefty, 2»e influenced by. 
any ^thb* motive tbati the defire of bd^ 
hi the very caSireme of faftuoo* The cul* 
ttvation xjf taflc would modify this fp^cict 
of ambition in ttie yoiing} and would lead 
thofe who have arrived 9tttltt fobet autttitia 
pf life, to adopt that: mode <^ dccoracion 
wbtch harmoiiisesvwith ihe ftdfon* (o) 

The principles of which I have here 
given ati itnpafed ibetich^ ftre of u^iveHal 
application^ They eiccend not merely t» 
the difpofidon of material objeds, but 
have an important connttion with moral , 
condnft and -befaalrioitr.; It is in thcfe 
priiiciplea that ilhc laws of propriety of igi- 
Bate, From them they derive thchr . 
authority J and theperiod invihidk'faOxUm 
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gives a fab&ion to fach nftod^ of eondis^ 
^s the priaciples of tafte cofid^mo, is tbef 
epoch of depmity* : .' -. 

' Itmay Tiow be cjipcftbcl, that I ffiimil^ 
proccfcd tor give fome hints refpefting the 
cultivation of tafte atid ima^nation; I ibali 
not, however^ fwell the fize of my lerrci? 
by laying down rules, M^hich the foregoing 
inveftigation mud have rendered in fome 
, meafwe umiecJeffary. I hare endeavoured 
to prove, that unlefs we have affiduoufly 
cultivated the faculty of attention, and di- 
9e&td it to fnch objefts as may enlarge the 
ftock of lifeful ideas; unlefs we have 
iwaketfed the ciiriofity, invigorated the 
dooceptk)il^,and eftlighteried the judgment j 
we can have- n:oliOpfts of introducing thofe 
trams of thought which are the ioftieftex*-; 
ercife of imagination, or thofe aiTociation^ 
which are- the fourcc of refined tafte* 

Where the prelimJuary ftcps haVc bceit 
taken, and Nature has granted to the cha*. 
tzStcT' a .common iharc of fenfibility, the< 
. . . preceptor 
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preceptor will find the cultivation of 
imagination a'li caly tkflc. True taftc i^ 
ifnore difficult of acquirements But where, 
the firft faculties of the mirid have been 
duly cultivated) and the pupil is the&^di- 
n^Aedto fucb (ut^eAs as are calculated to 
elevate the tdnii df feeling;, and awakeo the 
fympathies of the human heart, there is no 
doubt that the pirinciples of tatte will ht 
imderfiood^ felt, zaii praAifedi 

Should our efforts prdve nnfucccfsful, it 
is in the liegleft of the early aflfeftioris that 
we ftiall probably find the caufe of our dif- 
appointment. If We have fufjfered pride^ 
felf-will, arrogance, hairedi envy, or any 
other malignant paflion,' to gain an aiceti^ 
dancy in the difpdfition^ We need not 
expe£l that tafte will be cithci^ felt or cul- 
tivated. Its emotions v^tt never knoWti 
to ^e fclfiftij they tefflonizc with the 
moft g;6neK)Us feelings* of dur nature, and 
jfeek aUhihce with all the virtues! AdS^u^ 
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ABSTRACTION. 

' £xpUnai(ioh of the Term.-^Vse o/Ahirac^ 
iionin Science^ in Masoning ^ andinihe 
Conduct qf Lifei 

[Tba readets of the former adition <idll pcrceire that 
focli alterations have been made in ihe following 
Lettefy as it is Kope4 'wHI tend more cUarly tt 
' elucidate thf iubjeid upoo wluch it tresu.} 



THE fubjed upon which I am now to 
^XtXj h'^s fo feI<JQm been addreffed 
tp aoy bai: the h^fxtd^ and io fe^m 
treated but in the abftrnfe language of 
metaphyfkaaiss, . %]m to. render it fxtniliaf 
to- fuch as hav^vncw^ been accuftomcd 
to read, t§ eouverife, t)t to think u|«mi 
the oparsitipn$..p£ the. human miad, may 
be £K)t a Uitlie dificulr^ I «in^. faoveTcr, 
encouraged to hope, thar the difficuhy is 

not 
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libc altogedii^v iafurmoiiQcabie; Wmg^fdOy 
pevfuaded^ that many who never heard the 
term AB$TitACTi>oN- made ufe of, except 
whefif k vrzt meant im^ dttiotc abfence o# 
mind, are . neTerthelefs poflefled of thd 
faculty, 3«id capable of employing' it to 
the b^ft put^pofes^ 

Abteaftion, as ^defticd by Mr. Locke, 
is '" that power which ihe m|pd has of 
**feparatihg an idea* from all other ideas 
*• that accompany it ra its real cxiftence.** 
Thiisj for inflfance, colour always exifts ill 
cMnpaf>y with fotoctbing coloured: bat 
we can ihiAk ^i^ talk of the beauty of 
parpte or of lilac, without combining the 
idea of '^dfe colbtirs w?tb a bonnet or a 
ribbwn : and when we think of the colour 
independently of the thing coloured, it is 
an exercife of AbstraAibn* ' 

When we*ff>eak-of ihedutyof manas 
an atcountaUe agent or a member of fo* 
ciety,' W6 do not IJjeak of the duty of yobn 
WSRtow^/j or iafey; j>articular fndividuaF, 

but 
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htit.c^ Man in @&i€rz\i from an abftraA 
confideri^tioQ of his powers and4taati<m» 
'^Itbqut the ^^pahility of this CQDfid^ara- 
lion <^( the pcquliar power? which diftiar 
guifli the fpecieSj it wo^W be impqiTiblc t<> 
feafon upon the fi^bje^ of his dRtics# 

All claffificatipn depen4s upon the powft: 
of. ^ttendiiig to fame general qp^tlUjes 
iphafafteriftic of ^Jp^des^ fo as to aiTang^ 
^U the in^ jyid^als jn' which \i is fpwad into 
one diftipft • clafs# In; qbje^s of fpid^cc 
^hefc ^re ag^in diyld?^ and. fubdiytdpda fp 
as to abridge the l?bpui!: qf fcieprific tpj 
Scfirfiu It i§ by this pf Qri^s/arr^ngf gieirb 
ihat^hq n^turaliati,, w,Ji6^ yjfiltrdiftant.regtf 
pn^, .is€nablfd,:,ppop ?in .^ateiftfi^n of 
^y^ apd^ nokntpS?^ obj^Ss, (jitfeci! is^^tbc , 
9jijpial, Off, yegetablp^ffbe?, tp pronoubct 
with certainty i]pot|;thcir h^bilS^rwd pwa 
pgrA^ef, [ >TtyjS tl^^^a^fip^/mzy fpri<)p£rly 

p^e\may, p^hapsviSfiS^Py^Qf myi3C?dc|$t 
•' : is ■' 



\ 
\ 
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if deriired to laiigtmge from the dadHfica** 
tiori jof words, ^V^hcn, in learning a lan-^ 
goagc, we refer each word to its proper 
ftaticH), as noun, ver\>j\ or prepofition, we 
mufl; cxerciie^Iib power of - Abftraftion ; 
fixing onr attentioof upon the .power of 
the word, without any confideration of its 
meanings /While we are thns employed, 
to lave and to Aatc appear words of the 
£ime clafs^ no other idea but that of rerb 
being attached, to either* 
j'INoar is the power of AbftraSiM Icfs 
aaccffarily iem|)loyed in every proccfs of 
rcafoning, than in the claffification pf fci* 
entific phiIoibphy« Wherever the truth 
<9r faUhood bf a propofition is not imme- 
diately ^evidtot,/ it muff of ncocflity be 
e9t{>lainei4 by a f hain of intermddiate ideas i 
the rcafcajing'bcing termed dofe/ or dif- 
fufe, as thefe are more or lefs intimately 
l^nnefiedwitLthepropofition in queftioQ, 
- > Hiaviog feen bow much the ufe of gene-. 
i^^ .term^^'faciKtaces. the laboufs of the 

fcicqtifi? 
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kicnu&t philoibpber^ we ihlitt more cafiljr 
compreliead the adtsHtiage of having ckar 
ideas vath rcgard. to th&.j^oral terma 
employed hi cvevy procds of reaijooiog^ 
To esplaiathis by^si'fitfniliar kaamflc . 

Svb^aniiveh a geKiial: tenh nfed hf 
the gamxatmn m the cbfifiqatiott of 
words« A child, ivho has 'Been taai^ 
grammar,' Vfill; if you a& to iwhat ch& 
the wdrd fydile beiohgs^ ' xsiaiedi^tctiy tell 
youichat it is a nouQ.fubftanDtbie; ifboir miii 
any idiea cxmcertmig the ftope: o£ ^ihe 
table, or thp fsbftapce of w]iich it is coou 
pofedy incFoddito creaie coofiiGQn^ Yipijis^ 
^Efibtcfit, howerer, is t^ cafe Vitbnu 
pisAto thok gondb^icflims i/viiich ctinVc^ 
ideas uppninQraliftili^e^is. --rllieiliiS^i^ 
faifes m T^^hich, from the povctqr of \$xh 
guage, we are. frequently oWigod to ii& 
ibe fame wqpd, form& \mfacalt doabt obn 
groat cajafe ofbbfonrity; butrfaedffieulc]^ 
ofab(ba£kmgthe mmd;fr6ai all cdiii£i&r- 
adon of prticulars wiU. be 6>xmd in ^l 

our 
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liC^ u$ fuppoiie that patriptifai is the 
jfetgcift q£ difcuffion ill a party where eve^jr 
pefffoo ptcfeat, ififtead of afiiced attcmioii 
to t))^ peculiar <(iialiti|cs which are 
properly fignified by the general terw 
p0tmf^m^ refers ia his own mlsd tp sosne 
iadivicliial witih wb^fe idea the term is 
aftKtat«d* It h eafy to ifsagine what 
various aod coiftnMUAcrjr opioioos will be 
ad!(raoeed.; Qnc^-pcrl^ps wa^l^e^ to tb« 
tem the idn of* foiM tuirbuJeiK demar. 
gogtie, and cjk^fi^ ii accordingly ndtb 
kdiiXQv^ ^oxiSfm^yj aiid rehcIliG^ Aa<^ 
diei^ QtaM^s it witji die idiea of m Epamir 
a^tliWy <^^n .A^i(tide«» and fpeaks,ofit 
wfih emhuCiafin a^ the £rft of va-toe4« A 
^iiikU hayiog got the fimj^e definition o£ 

t^ bArroi«[» fe)6fti* aod aoe^lightened par- 

^Y%vf whk^ b« lodtfigc^ for the plaps of 

)Ui5 wttivjlEy^as % pcoof of hi$.poflciS»g all 

« the 
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the patriotic virtues. Is it -not cvld&«^; 
that if (each of the above-mentioned difpu-» 
tants h^ obtaitied ajuft and cotnprchcu- 
five de<initH)n of the word p^triotifm, and 
kept it'fteadily in view, no di&rence could 
have fubfifted between them ccMicerDin|g{ 
its* merit or utility? 

By the explanation that has been riven, 
of the4aws of affociation in- feveral patcs^^ 
of thefe Letters, the itepoflibility of carrju 
ing on any juft or com^hesfivetram of 
rcaforiing, while the naind isr perpetmdly 
rtknmgWf^xkiAt^l ^i\l ckiarly appCJOS^; 
Wh^neVep btir iifcai'coiwerining amy-moral 
qoalltyor aftioii are .formed, not hdi» 
an aWlraft <onfiderati6n' ^f the <|tilbBty:dS5 
afiion under confideration, but from' tli* 
Particular individuals who pbffcfs'or'pl'^'i' 
tffe th^m^-a thoufand caftial aiK)dai:toii^ 
unavoidably attached to thefe indmdusii^? 
wiB bias the mind and pervert the judge- 
ment. Hence arife Aof^ ifldoniiftencies in 
pjpinidn and 4CQnduft, with which we ^ 

frcc^uently 
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frequently meet in perfons of good heart! 
^nd acdent imagination, bat who, fronr 
' being incapable of general re^foning, 
change iheic notions of' vice. and virtue,' 
merit and demerit, as they arc led by 
their pafiions and prejudices to approve or 
loxioridcmn individuals. What in a fa* 
Vourcd .friend they extol as meritorious^ 
they c'onfider in an adverfary as vricked 
and indefcnfible* To every part of the 
condu^^ and to. all the opinions of the 
perfonthey love, they, attach the ideas of 
right; and 'to the whole of theconduft 
and opinions of thofd thi^y hate, they .at- 
tach, <;h,e idea of wrong: the rcfult of thofe 
falfe aiTociations on their "qwn cohduS'wc 
can be at no lofs to determine^ 
« TJntil. weittam ther.poj^rcr of difeu^ 
gaging'our minds from? tb«fc fiilfe affocta- 
tions,. we can neither rcafon,.pQr under- 
ftand the rcafoning of others j and as the 
attainment of this po^irer depends upon the 
.^ercife of tl^p %«lty of Abftraa:ion, it 

follows. 
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follows, that without the cukiration of 
tbis facility we mud remain, in a great 
xneafere, the: flavts of fenfe and prejudice* * 
Stri£b integrity, and a firm adherence ta 
the dilates of confcience,. will preferve 
from grofe' errors in conduflt, where die 
path is obvious and free frotsr all per# 
plexity ; but where any intricacy occurs^ 
the mind that is dettkute of gcn^rah prin- 
ciples^ witII for ever he in danger of beiag 
led aftray.. Hence arifes the advantage of 
deduiSive reafbning, by which alone gene- 
sal 'principles can be edabliihed. 

Until ihefc pitinciples are thus fixed ii>' 
the mind, the obTervance of many mof-af 
and religious: duties will dependTokly upon 
habit and {ivcmk>n^ - Let us fuppofe twa 
young perfons^ who have been' from in- 
'fancy accnftoined to the performance of 
the duties of public and private devotion;- 
the one, enlightened by clear and drftindi 
ttkws of the principle^ upon which the 
pro^iety and utility of thofe- <3»ties is 
« ^cftablifliedi 
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cftablifljcdjr the Uther perfonnkig them 
•frQm JK> otbfcr motive than the example erf 
the focfctyin Tsrhich he Jhrcsj andthcaflb* ,- 
ciacicfDS. of duty aiid propi^iety. Suppde 
diiem b0th to be knt forth' into the worid^^ 
Which will then be lHoft likely to adhere to 
the perfofmaoceof the£: dutiea? When the 
icene is changed^ is it not probable that new 
habits will be formed, and new afTociatioof 
axifc, which may affix to the obfervance 
of puUic and private devotion ideas of 
derifion and contempt in the mind of him 
who depended on habit and aflbciation 
ibleiy: while he who is] enlightened by 
more comprcbcnfivc views, will remain 
fU)influenced by the habits and opinions of 
thofe with whotn it is now his fate to be 
&rroorvded? 

Of two young women that -have had 
the misfortune to be married to men of 
diffolute charaders^ will not !(he, who is 
capabte of taking a geikrai view <rf her 
dnties 4S an accountable md intelligem; 

being, 
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hdiigy hate a matiifcft Sdvamage-bverhe? 
xaho has always been confined to tfcie coti- 
ftdenttion' of pktticulars? The former^ 
fixed by principle^ will remain firm in duty^ 
adling from the affiirance that the moft 
flagitious conduft of him with whom Ihe 
is conne^ed^ can not abfoltre her from 
obligation to its performante. The latter 
wiU cyer be in danger df cotifidering the. 
conduft df her hufband as to ckcdfe fot 
her owDTi The lame obfervation will ap- 
ply to all who have cnlifted tinder the 
banners of party. 

. The partizan weighs no opinioli in the 
impartial fcales of truth. It is fufficicnt 
for his fanfiion, that it is adopted and 
ffipported by the fide which he efpoufcs. 
Thccoitfecllicrices hate already been hinted 
at in one of ^y former Letters upon the 
Improvement of Judgment, the cnercife o^ 
that faculty beipg the ^firft ftcp towards 
preventing a tendency to the deception of 
nrqudicc } but when prejudices hate bceii 

already 
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alitady imbibed) it is by abftfa^ reftfpn- 
ing alone upon the nature of thiiigs that 
they can be dcricAed and overcome* I 
fiiail Hlttftrate this by inftances from oppo^ 
fite chtiraaersA 

- When the teal df bigotry has been early 
and fnlly imbibed, it will be confldered 
Mt only as a prerogative, but as a dnty^ 
to- denounce die vengeance of Ood andf 
his eternal reprobation agaioft all whdfd 
ttetaphyfical and fpecnlatite opiQioits upon 
abftirufe points of doftrine differ frofti the 
party whofe tciiets have been efpoufeA. 
By particular texts of fcripture this ra(h 
judgment wilP perhaps be juftified* But 
let the reafoniiig faculty be employed, and 
it wiU be acknowledged, that on fabjefts 
lb far beyond the fphere of human, know^ 
ledge as^ but for the light of Divine 
irevelattion^ to be involved ift darknefs, it 
becomes us to pronounce with humility; 
It wili be feen that the fpirit of the goffd 
Ikreathes charity and love; and ikat it9 

tenour 
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teiioiiris not onljr glory to 609^ bilt 
good^wiJl to maD« 

WitbottC the capability of fuch com^^e* 
heoliTe views, the fpirit of bigotry irill be 
apt to produce a re-adion leadmg to ioA' 
delity. loftead of coniidering ehe tendency 
of the golpel difpenfatioD^ and it3, admita* 
ble adaptatioil to the principles of the 
hiicnan mind, s(nd the circuoiftances of the 
human race) the fceptic confines his ob^ 
je&ions to particulars, und from a few 
paflages that appear to him incotnprehoif^ 
fible, rejefb the whole. It is among xhoh 
who htvc formed their opinions from 
Tiews equally narrow^ that he will be moft 
likely to make converts; and thefe<:onirert$ 
will become bigoted in infiddity, in pro- 
(lortkm as they have imbibed that fpitit oi 
oppoftion which is infeparable from party 
pr^udice« It is a fatal niiftakc to imagine 
that the cqhivatiott of the reafoning pov-* 
ers is inifnical to fkith or piety; and it is 
Mt a fittk iarprUtngy that (tcfaa raiflake 

ihould 
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fiiould, in any inftance, exift among jtbofe 
who have ftudied the writings of the 
Apofties. 

From the liale pains that have com- 
jnovAy, been beftowed on the mental culti- 
vation of our fex^ it is not furprifing that 
the powers of Abftra^lion and of generali- 
zation ihould be fo very feldom met with. 
Happily in the fphere in which it is moil: 
frequently our lot to move, thefe are not 
fo indifpenfably reqtufite, as that foimd. 
jadgment which is vulgarly denominated 
common fenfct The duties of mankind ia 
general^ and of our fex in particular, are 
oftener afiive than fpeculative: and an 
ever wakdtti attention (0 the minutiaB of 
which they are compofed, is abfolutely-. 
eiTential to their performance: but thofe 
who would, for this reaibn, deny the utility 
of cultivating the higher powers of the 
mind, ought, by a parity of reafonmg, to 
confider gold as uielefs, because fmaH coin 
is more frequently requifite in traniafiing 
the common bufinefs of the day« 

VOL. II. A A To 
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To fisch as fill fubordinate fitu^tions iM 
fodety, whoie wills are ncccflarily febjeft- 
cd to the wills of others, the capacity of 
exencififlg the judgmoit upon the iimplefl 
propofitions may be quite fuflScient: h&t 
to fuch as are plated in ^n oppofite fima*^ 
tion, who have not only to chufe their owii 
path, biu to govern the wills and direO: 
the condaft of others, a more extenfive 
cserctfe of reafon is cflentiaL Thefkuation 
of no two perfoD^ is e:ita&ly'ilmilar} wben^ 
there£bjp5 thofe p{»nions which infloepoe 
tmr a£)ions, are the refult of our obfiDr*^ 
Tatiops opcm individuals inerdy, without 
any rcafoning upon firft principles^ we 
muft b&lbUy be xxpofed to error* £For 
can ym^ .without ' the capacity of reafo^ing^ 
^cer into thereafbning of others s while 
^cftitnteoftbis pawer^ We are for ever 
liable to miftatfe^ and go on perverting 
and .mi&p(>lying every general ob&rvation 
by a fadfe reference to particulars, inftead 
of reapmg the advaptagq we flight derive 

from 
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ftdm e^mtdiflg its ttmb atid codfidermg 
its utility. Addifpn emplofs opoii.tbfte 
fttbje£l much ot that charmiBg If o«i]^ of 
lahxch be was. completely mafter. I dart 
fay you rdcolie£l his account of tt^ hdf^ 
tirfaO) ou reading ^ the Whole Duty of 
^ Man/' dilcbvered in the deferiptioii df 
Yhofe yicious propenfitieflf, against which 
the pious author endea^irours to gtiard hit 
t^erS) the ch^raAers of her friends and 
Beijghbours^ and by regularly recotdifig 
thetr names upon the fiaargin, converted a 
fyftem of GhHftian morali^ mta a 4^ 
vpoft (be wl^ole ptfi^^' . 

It has been affcjrted/ thai; few en 
througib igfu^ance of their duty: and ttfe* 
der certain imitations &e aflenioit may bt 
juft) &fr there are felir (b ignorant astabc 
infdnfible to a glaring deviaftion from moral 
teditude. But when ihe path is Imoorhed 
bf faibion, and filled by numbet^, the df^ 
fecfnt bd^id^es ib e^fy as to be i&kpcakepy 
Ciblelo foch as are incapable of faking 

thofc 
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thofe bcaitings wifi^b. accurately mark the 
qaor^l diftance. 

. The prefent and immediate confequences 
of our a^ons are feldom alarming, and to 
the remote confequences it is only reafon 
that can look, forward. Were mothers 
more frequently capable of this exertion of 
intellc^^y education would no longer be 
guided by the caprice (^ fafhion. But 
yher;C.mothcrs have never been taught to 
reslfgru or to thinks ^^ fjathers therefore 
abfolved from the parental duties? Have 
their oflfspring no claim upon them for 
improvement and inftruAidn? Let them 
confide!: how far/th^:are accountable ifor 
the foture conduft of their children. Let 
{hem lay aCde all prejudice, and taking a 
f<ur and impartial view of the influopice of 
the female fex upon the iinanners and njo* 
rals of focicty, confider, how far they; arc 
juftified in negleding and contemning the 
cultivatiou of tHat faculty, which is not 
pnly.efleatial. to principle^ but whic^i, by 
; its 
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its rnfluence over thepafSans, ba^a fd^ed«^ 
cy to prdmotc the harmony of focial life* 

In ihfe 'point of view Abftraftion has* 
feWoffl been contemplated: but I hopctW 
followitJg' bbienratibfls %iU clncicMe th<? 
wti^ «f liiy alfertiotfr -: V 

% IS by habits of Iffipitdt obedicDcc thit- 
chfldicto-itiuft be tafa^ the fubjeftf^^Sf 
felf-wiU, long befoViS'thfe powers df^rtefeii 
begin to operate; »c(tid by habits ^f dbcdb 
^n<i6 thit they can only be prefer vcd- frbirf 
the many evils attendirfg youth andiiiex- 
peHetice. BUt as Vift advances^ and pa- 
retitial adthority oppofes vthat 'is u*ged by* 
iiifciWatfon, will obedience fee always ytddP 
eS without murmuring?' Will judgnienV 
nieW 'decide agatnft th^ Juftice dnd'J)t^ 
j^iety of • the parental diflat'c? Aiithori^ 
may be capricious, andagainft cajpf Ifcc* arid 
tyranny -indignation and refentmeiit' ard 
ever ready to revolt. What is the c6n- 
fequcnce? Either fulleh and forced compH- 
ance with the diftatea of fuppofcd injuftice, 
; or 
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QfihitJmvmph of fcjfcw^ll over pai^at: 
aiitliDrity*. . I am. afraid fimilar. loftaoces 
v»j loQieiifiieB occur in other coDaeviops, 
In tf^th they ma(| frequently QccQ;9iwbere*«: 
ever th< connepuooi ^is of inch a oa^i^aa 
to give one party po^cr over tbe^wlH^ 
ao^l]^r^ Oqgbjfuch power, theqiJei^c 
^mil^t^^f WqvAd tljp happinefs.cif 4tf-^ 
i|l^ftki^if<^be ai|gma)t$d> if every member 
of /«:f^lwly:^fe .W/40 tb»t whicbr wa« 
«gbft in bis own eyes» or rather (bat which 
prefc&it inclination prompted?; So tliofb 
wM#'0pn6ned ^^^ J^^trow view? extend 
t^of fartbsr than tp aft examination of par* 
tjfguhr^ have ^ertedt But reafoii takes 
^p;4we queftion upop other groondst^ It 
weighs the ineftiipabli} advanugesrpf do« 
i^^ic^nion, amity, and concord* ..Whea 
Sm^i^^p the fcale againft thefe, it fiada 
th^ ti^es which are the caufes qf ^onteo* 
tk>n as daft in the balance! The child 
Ifji^ has been accuftomed thus to reafon, 
wUI yidd the ti-ib«tc of filial obedience 

with 
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whh dicdrfidaefs, m>t grudge this pfk^ of 
that iacrifice which flrctigthens the bond 
. of dotneftic peace. 

The fame caufe which product rebfcl- 
lldft M oM part,geMhtb zh \itipiJtd6m\At 
Iwt of dcMtiinatitMl 'o§^ the dthen The 
piaretity who a4b^ ftom the fleady^ di^tes 
of pf^pie, wiU 0ot lightly jniict the pain 
of diTappointiBentv &he Who iS^' capable 
of CdmpreheikliDg add a^lidfg ^up lo her 
duty as a mother^ wiH'entenain to aj^prc- 
beafioa of tdfing hei^ adtho#ity» ihdugh 
OCCS&6M of exartidjg; lit flioold tk6t dften- 
oedur. In well-reguhted families ^ they ylfitt 
iadwd occur buo feldom:- in (^vated* 
niiiKls thofe tt^Sy which areih^ mol^ 
fraqtttde caufes of fettiily diction, \o(e 
their importance, fe^WfH bcK6in6b coclfe*' 
(peiicty^ kfs concerned about tJildn^ and 
thn8[ a fruitful fouree ^ ui^itatiop i$ cut 
dT^ In the domieflric interconrfe of o«aiU: 
wmeA minds the ^bj^A^ df conviltfallion 
(if ccmverfation it cad be ealfed) ^tt always 

be 
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be found fo conncftcd with thie fclfifc feel- 
ings, as to occafion difputeand oppo&ioiu > 
Unhappy they who are. obliged to liftca 
to the din df fuch jarring elements! but 
ftin moreujBhappy thofe, who, from having > 
no noblpr objefts on which to employ ihe. 
aftiviry of their mipds, are thus compcHcd 
to waftfittheir precious hours in reaping 
ftubble and grinding chaff. We h^ve 
alr^Sid.y had occafion to obferve, that what- 
ever ipnds to prevent the recurrence of the 
felfish [and lUalevoIenc paffions, dimiaiibes 
their; influence; and it is no fmallcon- 
fimjation of this theory, that thofe who 
have; ipoft,fuccefsixiny cultivated the plover 
of Abftrajftiori, are r^n^arkaUe for ierdiity 
of temper^ By taking <:ompreh6nfive views 
of human charader^ they avoid allmoleft.^ 
ation fjrom thofe Occafions of oflknce^jehich 
ragag( ihe felfifli and (hort-fighted in perr. 
petdikl warfare. A cafual a£i of kiildne&. 
from the vain or capricious will liot lexcite 
in fuch minds expe^ations . fteady friend-. 

Ihip; 
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fliip; non confequcmly, when a contrary 
line 'of condnA takes place, will it call 
fprth the bittcrnefs of refcntment. The 
more nearly we become conncfted with 
indiyiduals, the: more docs the capability 
of taking &ch general views ' of cbaraftcr 
become eflcmial to our peace. For as( 
the merit of the Very beft of charaaers is 
nothing more than the pr^poii^drktice of 
good qualities over bad ones^ thofc who 
are unable to make the eftimate, and who* 
confinie thcirbblervation to particulars, will 
confidet: the flighted blemifli as acouiiter- 
Wance to'a tboaiandrvirtiies^ or, (hould 
they meet with any thing attraiftive, will 
build upon the bails of a few* extraneous-' 
graces expectations that may wound th<e 
heart. 

If there be indeed any foundation for 
the objeftions that have been made to 
thcfe Letters, on account of their being 
too abftrufe for the comprehenfion of the 
generality of mothers, it affords additional 

proof 
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proof of 'the bad cocfequences refuking. 
from fuch a narrow educatiom as precludes 
the poffibHity of cxercifing thc.reafonmg 
powers. Few x>f the obgeifters, however, 
having been of my owa fex, I am inciiQbdi 
to believe, tbar the numbet ;dipahle of 
purfuing the fubjeft is . far ' gresiter thaa 
they wojold {uppofc, whofeabqiiamtanccifc 
Confined to n narrow CircJe^ and who form: 
their opinion from the ^ trifling tenour of 
cotoraon. ponrcrfatiatt. !Wha;tcter fuch 
iti^y thiilkt k is not m.tl^'Jncapadiy of 
xny fex that liexpeA to meet >tfar vHiclSt 
formidable obftacle; bnt iti ubofe: falftr^ 
affociations which coijne& the idea ,<jf 
feminine foftne& with f6% arid imbecility^ 
and unite to fttcng^ of inidie^ ndtiom. 
of arrogance and prcfumption. I 
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LETTER XU. 



dBSTBJCTJOm 

CharacUr of those who object to the CuUu 
vaiion of the Reasoning Faculty in the 
Female Sex, — Other Objections stated 
and examined.'— Mearhs to be employed in 
preparing the Mind for the Exercise of 
Abstraction^ y 



MY DEAR FRIEND9 

WHERE a confined education, an 
ii^udicions culture of the intellec- 
tual facultiesf, or the purfuit of mean and 
grovelling obyef^s, have rendered a ;man 
incapable of enlarged and elevated views, 
it is not furpf Ifing» that he fhould contemn 
|he powers of geno^ai reafoning, (efpeci- 

ally 
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ally in our fex;) as they give that manifcft 
fapcriority to the poffeflbr, which pride 
muft be pained to feel, and mortified to 
acknowledge. ^ 

The Icfs the faculty of Abftra£tion is 
cultivated, the lefs chance there is, that the 
mind will ever rife fupefiortp the influence 
of early alTocJation. It is hy .taking an 
abftraft view of the real n^pr^ of, thiags, 
that early prejudice can in. any uiftaocc be 
conquered : and where the \ mind is inca- 
pable of fuch views, we muft expeft that 
prejudice will continue to operate for ever. 

Far, therefore, from being furprifcd at 
the mean notions entertained by men of 
narrow minds concerning the cultivation 
of the fciiiak underftahding, we fhould 
learn to exp^ft fuch fenilments, as the 
inevitable corifequence of *early prejudice 
and (hallow intdleft. Were this deeply 
imprefled upon bur fex, it would prevent 
the mifery of difappointment: as the 
woman who is capable of reafonitig,' and 

unites 
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unites herfelf tp a man of inferior capacity^ 
in the vain hopes of obtaining an acknow* 
le<}ged afcendaocy^ feldom fails to be con- 
vinced of her error, when it is too late to 
admit of remedy. 

The advocate for the cultivation of 
female reafon has other enemies to contend 
with, befidcsthofc of the above defcription; 
enemies, who, as ' they ufc the poifoned 
weapons of flattery, and feek to gain the 
paifions over to their intereft, are far more 
powerful adverfaries than the proud, the 
prejudiced, or the ignorant/ 

Where the paffions have b^en cherifhed 
rather than the aiFe£lions, the qualities 
that excite emotion will be preferred to 
the virtues which command cftccm. Un- 
fortunately for our fex, reafon, and its 
attendants, prudence and propriety, arc 
difcovercd to l^ produftive of aflbciations 
connefted with no emotions fave thofe of 
complacency. No wonder, thep, jhat jhe 
voluptuary, in whatever degree be may 

himfelf 
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himfelf potfefs the powers of intelk^i 
fliould be adverfe to female cultivation* 

That the fprightly prattle of unthinking 
folly (huuld foirictimcs be found an agree* 
able relaxation, even to the philofophcr, 
We ftinft be willing to adntit: but whenever 
It is fyftcmatically preferred by a mad of 
fenfe, that man, however grave his de- 
J)ortment, or unblemiftied his reputation, 
will, if he candidly examine his motives, 
find them influenced by paflion* The 
emotions iii which he delights, are tiot 
contiefted with delicacy of fcntiment, or 
elegance of taite; and in his difpofitioa 
the felMi aiFe£i:ioi» will be found to haVe 
obtained an afcendancy over the fociaL 

It is for the fake of the aflbciations it 
excites, and not fc^ the eftcem it produces, 
that the meking foftnefs of fiftitious fenfi-^ 
bility has had fo many admirers among 
the fcnfiWc pai^t of mankind. The real 
virtues' of modefty, gentlencfs^ and humt« 
lity, produce fentimentS' of efteem and 

complacency } 
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tomplaceticy} but tKough In a mmd o£ de* 
licacy thefe fentiments maj touch the heart 
%ith emotions ftill more tender^ they can 
Hot be ejcpeded to make much impreiEoii, 
tmldTsj^hefe thefe virtues arc fo thoroughly 
tmderftood as to be properly appreciated. 
Kot fo with all the long ei, ester a of female 
^eaknefles« A dear creature crying for 
flbe does not know why> or palpitating with 
terror at fhe does not knoW what, excites^ 
by hei; teai-s and her rerf ors, ailbciations of 
tendernefs that produce emotions, which, 
though very foreign to' thofe of cfteem^ 
are nearly allied to pafiion. 

By thofe who confider fucfa ec^tioos as 
fbperior to every fpecics of jntcUe^ual en- 
joyment, ^e may be affured the cultivation 
of inielleft in odr fcx will never be counte* 
aanccd or encouraged- To the younger 
J)art of our fex, they will deem fuch culti- 
' vaiioli to be injurious; and to the married 
women, they contend tha^it is ufelcfs. But 
is it really fo? Does it never happqn, that 
' ^ a woman 
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a Woman, from bertig incaps^blc of taking a 
comprehenfive view of her own and her 
hufband's inccrefts, unwittingly comributeis 
to the ruin of both? Does no inconvenience 
ever arifc from the purfuit of pleafures^ 
which reafon would difapprove? Do eager 
difputes concerning trifles never throw a 
liule mud into the perennial dream of ma- 
trimonial felicity? Let thefe qucftions be 
anfwered by experience, and whatever may 
be pronounced with regard to youth and 
beauty, the cultivation of the reafoning 
powers will to the married woman be 
allowed not altogether unneceflary. 

Even as the miftrcfs of a family, how 
{hould (he, who is incapable of forming a 
general view of caufes and confequences, 
arrange her plans in fuch a manner as 
nicely to proportion her cxpences to her 
income? How is fhc to direft the conduft 
of many individuals to the accomplifliment 
of one general end, who is incapable of 
forming a diftinfitidea of the end propofed? 

Opprcffcd 
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€^prfiiffed: by. the ifebdur of prying into 
particular $9 (he wiU confider herfelf as the 
vqry paragon pf good, houfewivcs; and 
afn^r having been uifekfsly bufy from 
morning till nighty, vnll wonder to find 
the rcfult of all her pains 

** ConMon'worfc confoundedl'^ 

, I know not, indeed, whether the gene^ 
ralization of ideas be more requifite to a 
miiiifter of ftate than to the miftrcfs of a 
family. How neceflary it is to the former, 
has been difplayed by the elegant and jur 
dicious author of the " Elements of the 
•' Philofophy of the Human Mind^" its 
ufe to the laitei: is a more becoming theme 
to the Author of this humble performance. 
A large family is a complicated machine, 
compofed of a great number of individual • 
and fubordinate parts. In order to con- 
duft it properly, there muftj in the firfl; 
place, be a comprehenfive^ /. e* a general 
view of the cffeft defired to be produced; 
VOL. n. B B in 
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ki &c n€9ce phce, ihere nmft be a& Kcenracc 
Moception of the powers of each feparatc 
wheel. Of mdtvjdiial agent, aod a juft no- 
tion of how it can be easployed to ihe beft 
ad^ntage^ and laftty, a Aitiiafk Yiewof how 
the whole is to be fet in motion, (o as raoft 
caiily to produce the defired effeft. It 
ihould ever be fo conftltmed, that, like the 
filk-wheels at Derby, when any one part 
goes wrong, that part may be (topped and 
repaired, without arrefting the motion of 
the reft» Now it is clear, that the diredion 
offuch a machine depends upon too com* 
prchenfive an arrangement of ideas, to be 
ever attained by an attentfon to particulars^ 
This arrangement is the work of gene« 
ralization. The miftrefs of a family who tSr 
capable of it, does more in minutes than 
others effeft in hours. It is worthy of your 
bbfervatiou, that the management of a 
family, far from being an avocation of that 
mean and degrading nature, which, by feme 
ill-advifed advocates for the rights of our 

fcx. 
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iex» it has been injodicioufly reprefented, 
calls forth all the iactikies of the mind 
which have pafTcd in review before us. If 
there be a material deficiency in any of thefe 
faculties^ it will never be in a wifc*$ power, 
however mUch it maj be in her inclination, 

**Well-ordei'ed[horae, man's beft delight, to make.** 

It is well obfcrved by Lavatcr, that *' buftic 
" is the effort of indolence.** Where the 
iniftrefs of a family poffeffes quick percep- 
tioiiSj vigilant attention, accurate concep- 
tions, found judgment, and the capability 
of general arrang(^ment, buftle will be 
unknown. 

If the power of generalizing heir ideas 
be elTential to the woman who is ftill bleft 
with the dircfting counfel of parent or 
hufband, hoW much more fo is it to her 
who is left in a ftatc of widowhood with a 
family, whp look to her for fupport and 
proteSion? In the management of their 
affairs, what can the poor orphans hope for 

from 
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from the condtad: of one who can neidief 
reafon, nor underftand reafoning? Let the 
men who confiderlmbecility as the chartered 
right of woman, fay, how far a being that 
is incapable of extending her views beyond 
the filly gratification of the filly wifli of the 
prefcnt moment^ can be fuppofed adequate 
to the performance of a double duty! Even 
granting a more favourable fuppofitlon^ 
sind admitting that ihe has that degree of 
judgment which can decide properly upon 
common affairs, if this judgment has only 
been cxcrcifed upon particulars, how will 
. flic be capable of forming a proper eftimatc 
of the plans of conduft moft likely to 
conduce to her family's intercjft and happi- 
nefs? Like zi^ro at chefs, ihe is incapable 
of calculating beyond a fingle move; and 
that move is prompted, not by a diftinft 
view of the relative fituaiion of all the 
. pieces on thq board, but by the tempt- 
' ation of winning an unguarded pawn. 
She takes the ftep, exulting in her difcern- 

mcntj 
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mentj and, when too late, beholds a train 
of e<Hifeqoe&ces which were till then Un* 
&ea and unexpeded; and deplores, as her 
unhappy fate, ^hat was the natural refult 
of her narrow views and untutored IkiiU 

Alas! how many promifing families have 
dwindled into infignificance, or become the 
prey of vice, not from a want of the ma- 
ternal tendemefs, but from a deficiency in 
the maternal intelle£l? And who can tell 
to what the little girl, who now prattles by 
their fide, may hereafter be deftined? Iq 
the cultivation of her faculties the hap- 
pinefs and profperlty of a numerous race 
itiay be involved. Is it by the light of 
imagination (he is to direft their courfe? 
Is cultivated tafte fully equal to the impor* 
tant talk? Is it by mufick and by dancing 
that fhe is to inftil principles into their ten- 
der minds? Or is it all of thefe combined, 
.which will enable her to aft her part on the 
'theatre of life with dignity and honour? 

To a deficiency in the powers of general 
lapping muft we afaibe, not only the i^« 
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injudicioTis man^gemeat of education, bui 
the fubfequent qegledl of thofe accpinpliihr 
mems to which eduo^tipn has been folely 
direjled. Frqm the at>fence of this facultf 
It rarely h^ppeo^, that the ^cquireineiit$ of 
female yopth arc m^de fubfenrient to the 
pleafure or f(dace of after-life* Languages 
being ftodied merely as languages, accpmw 
plifhiqents attained becaufe they are accom- 
.pliihments, without any central point or 
fpeofic objed, the young lady is no fopner 
removed from fchoo^ than her attentioti 
is completely efttraoged from purfuits, tq 
which the whole of het time and attention 
had been hitherto devoted. Of the ele- 
ments of tafte or fcience in her pofleffion 
fhe make$ little ufd; they remain as de«- 
tached pieces, ifolated fragments of an 
unfiniChed fabric. They are not confidered 
as foundations on which to build; nor arc 
they applied to as refources, with which tq 
give intcrcft and dignity to dompftic rctirc- 
mtnu If not occafionally called forth by 

vanity. 
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TCoitjr, tliey are cooGdercd as ufelt^, a» 
coofeqiicntly negkfled, asd at length fot» 
gotten. Hapipy thoy who arc blcft vinh 
parents, ^hofc enlarged nuDds are C2{)able 
of comprebenfiye views! In their edocibi 
lion there is nothing ^tague, 4efiiltory^ <M. 
mcoonefted. Xvery liraoch forms «lfe[ 
integral part cf a graat whole; all tftttdt 
to accomplidi one definite end* Tile at» 
quirements of youdi are thus reinderdii 
snftminewial to the faappinpfs and ufef ulacfi 
of a(iter-Iife<^ and ereti the afnufeoients ^ 
childhood, by the trains df ideas tliey hflUt 
itttrodttded, made a fource of etij«^mttf 
to age! 

By the tfiother who is incapable dl 
general and extenfive views, the educatioti. 
of neither kx can be conduced Wkh pt^ 
pricty; for by fuch the effe&s of prefent 
condnA upon future happinefs can nevef 
be forefecn. When you fpcak to fu^ 
fi!othe» on the fubjeft of education, thef 
*greewidi«v«rythiitgjr<Mifay. EvcrMidf 
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to admit the force of your arguments^ and 
to comcide ia jonr opinion eoiiqmriiigtho 
vaft importance of education, you exult in 
having convinced tfaemy and expedl to fee 
an immediate change take place in the re- 
prehcnfible part of their conduA towards 
their children. But alas! your expc6teur 
tions arc ffuitlcfs, your hopes are vain!: 
WithoYit the capability of geooralizing-thcii: 
l^as, they cannot, (ec the relation which 
CT«7 particular pirt bears tP the whole:- 
iad jth^qfore, ;ihough they admic youij 
opinion upon ,thj^ whole to be jiift ad(i 
proper, they-^q not: perceive boy it epqr. 
ccrns any particular point, aud witl^- ^bo 
befl: intentions in the^wof-Jd^^ oni;n thtir 
former ti:ack j ji^r^givp pnc glance tp^ar^^ 
th€-confjBqucncc.--';j .. . > : -: / 'i^ 
: Jhc conduft of jthcfe.good ladits in^this 
piftiqular is exa4Hy'fiHiijar to ths^t of the 
Cjlriftian world in -general with regard tq 
^igious principle. - ; All acknowledge it^ 
^WlilW tf nfl€pcy;.ujK>n the ^h9fe tl^^l* 
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few permit thcmfelves to judge of every 
prafticc. according to its fpirit. Super* 
ftidon ^hd infidelity equally reft upon par^ 
ticulars* . The doiftered monk, who, in this 
days of Jgttorapcc, venerated the paring of 
a (atnt^s nail, and fought the favour of Qo]> 
by a life.^fblcfs or injurious to man, had [ 
Bot views of religion more confined than 
thofe of the fceptic^ who makes fuch 
inftancG5;an argument agaijaft the truth of 
theGpfpel, It is in thfc'want-pf thofe 
ComprehenfiYC ideas- which embrace tbc 
fpirit pf the Ghriftian dofirines, while the 
fSonceptioG^s arvC.^mployed \on the advenii? 
tiou$.cirCu^(lam:csconneaed with it by af. 
focFation, t^at perfecution in all its degrees^ 
^nd hig(plity\T\ all its branches,hayehad theii; 
fpurce. And by views qf education equally 
pircumicrib^d ha§ the progtefs of the hi^i 
man mind been fettered, ^nd thedeydope-r 
mcnt of its fuperior faculties rendered fo 
rare and uncommon, that the advantages 
^tending it are feldom underftood. 
. With 
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With rpgard to the caUivation of abftn|£k 
teafoning, it mufl indeed be confeflcd^ that 
other objedions have been itarted, which 
at iirll view appear of fo feriocis a nature as 
to be not a little alarming; and as tbeib 
obje£lions have had weight with thofe wbp 
are fuperior to the illiberality of prgudicei 
fhey well deferve our tqinate enqaiiy and 
anxious inveftigation. 

The mod forcible argument produced 
againft the cultivation of the reafoniug 
powers; is inferred from the condufi: of 
individuals, which is fuch as to authoriCb 
the affertion— ^A/if thdfe who tfafon b$fi^ 
frequently a6l ai if they hadntk reafin at att^ 
powerful as this argument may appear, \l 
la hoi the only <5ne urged againft the uCilU 
ty of abftraAion; as every perfoa ponvcr* 
fant with fcholaftic difputes can w^tncf^ 
that there is no doftrine however abfurd, 
tio action however immoral, that abftraft 
reafoning has not been employed to juftify 
and enforce* Even the ingenuous and 

V?P?rabl9 
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venerable Rcid obfcrvcs, that ♦^ when rca* 
** fpning i$ ufcd to juftify what a man has 
f^ a ftrotig iodination to do, it will only. 
^* ferye to deceive himfclf and pthers; and 
f' that when a man can reafon^ his paffions 
5^ will ?cafpn, and they are the moft cuo* 
^? nilig fophUls we njeet with/^ 

Jnftead of being appalled by thefc proofe 
of the ihfafficiency of the reafpning powers, 
I rejoice in the oppprtvinity they afford me, 
of ftill more amply elucidating the princi- 
ple upon which I have all along proceeded, 
viz. the abfolute neccffity of paying a diie 
attention to the cultivation of the firft fa* 
culties which appear jn the human mindj 
and which, by the wife Author of nsiture, 
were evidently intended as the bafis of thd 
fucceeding fiiculties. That to a negleft of 
thefe primary faculties all the infts^nccs of 
the inutility of the rcafoning powers may be 
fairly traced, I am thoroughly convinced; 
for as foon fliould 1 believe, that refpiration 
injures the circulation of the bloody and that 

the 
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the heart would perform its office better, 
if the lungs were taken from the human 
body, — ^as that any of the mental faculties 
with which the Almighty has gracioufly 
endowed his intelligent offspring, were 
intended to be either ufelefs or injurious! 

Leaving the inftances of mifconduA ia 
the reafoncrs of the other fex to more able 
inveftrgators, I (hall confine myfelf to a 
particular examination of tbofe popular 
and ptaufible arguments, by which fo many 
have unfortunately been convinced of the 
itnprc^riety of cultivating the female un- 
derftanding, 

: It has been obfervcd, that women who 
have reafoned upon fubjefts of abftraft 
fpeculatron with much fkill, have ftiewn in 
their conduft neither judgment, nor pro- 
priety, nor a delicate fenfe of moral rcfti- 
tude: that they who have been moft re^ 
markable for talents, have no^ always been 
moft remarkable for virtue: that genius has 
frequently led to error: and that females 
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who have cultivated the higher powers of 
the uiiderftanding with moft fuccefsj have 
manifeftly neglefted the peculiar duties of 
their fex and fituation. It is moreover 
obferved^ that though men of takats and 
learning are generally modeft in propor- 
tion to the fuperiority of their attainments, 
vanity is, commonly the companion of 
, every fpecies of fuperiority in our fex. 

Heavy charges! humiliating pifture of 
female imbecility! How ihall I anfwer to 
my fex for their exhibition? Believe me, 
ifty fair Friends, that could I, in analizing 
the inftances which have been here brought 
forward, trace them to no other fourcc 
than fuch an inferiority in the intelleftual 
powers as renders the attainment of the 
fpeculative faculties incompatible with the 
exercife of the aftive duties, I have too much 
of the woman 'in me not to endeavour to 
keep our own fecret. But if to a defedivc 
education all the errors alluded to may be 
fairly traced, I fhall, inftead of cenfure, 
tope to receive the meed of approbation. 
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dftcti docs the ill judging Vanity ztd 
|)ridc of parents lay the foundation of fuch 
char^ders as haire beeti above defcribed. 
The over^educated and the un-educated 
are equally ]nca|3acitated from making a 
J)r6per tifc of ihdr faculties. The concep* 
tions of the former hairing been ftretched 
to embrace abftraft propofitidtis^ at a period 
Vfhcti they ought to have been ftrengthcncd 
on the objefts of perception, become dull 
^lid languid as to thofe objects; and the 
judgment having, likeihc conceptions, been 
cxercifed upon fpeculative enquilry, before 
it had been improved upon fimple propo- 
fitions, has neither foundncfs nor vigour. 

Parents may flatter themfelves, as much 
as they pleafe^ coneerning the extraordJ- 
nary progrefs of the child, whom they have 
ahxioully endeavoured to render a phseno- 
metion of fcience or literature at an early 
period J but fiiture experience will prove, 
that, wherever the higher faculties have 
been unnaturally called forth> "before the 

earlier 
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carIieronesIiaYeacquiredfuficientftrengtfa5 
the charader will, upon the whole, be weak 
9nd imperfeft. Where there are ftrong 
powers of conception^ imagination will, in 
children whofe edacation is thus puihed 
forward, exert an early infiuence, and 
bften do the obfervations which pafs for 
reafon in fuch children, ortgmate in no 
other foorce. Imagmatioo becoming thus 
predominant will frequently ufurp the 
place of judgment in the proceffes of rea- 
foning; and when rcafoning, which ought 
CO be a ferics of judgments, is thus con- 
Terted into a ferics of brilliant combina- 
tions, what can we expcft as the refuli? 

Imagination is of all the powers of the 
mind that which is mod liable to the in- 
fluence of paffion. By paffion, thercforey 
and by early affociaiion, will the abftra<ft 
reafonings of perfons of uncultivated judg- 
ment be direfted. 

Where education has been injudicioufly 
condu£ied, . ftich falfe afibciations mud of 

neceflity 
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neceifit]^ take place^ as have a itianifefl ten* 
dency not only to pervert the judgment, but 
to corrupt the heart. Thefc aflbciations 
create the pride of fupcriority on account 
' of acquirements^ which ought only to be 
cftimated according to their ufe. JiVhat* 
ever is not brilliant in talents or in condud* 
is defpifed, what is merely good and ufeful 
is held in contempt. Can it be fbppofed^ 
that minds thus formed iheuld pay much 
attention to the duties of domeftic life? 

The fame fundamental error in education 
renders the charafters which are formed by 
it, prone to embrace opinions which are 
at variance with found principle* Where- 
cver the imagination has been called forth, 
and judgment is fuffered to lie dormant^ 
the mind \friU be apt to be led aftray by 
every brilliant novelty, however falfe or 
dangerous the doflrfncs to which it leads* 
To dete£l fophiftry is the province of 
judgment; and where judgment is weak, 
and imagination ftrong, wt may be ccrtaia 

that 
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ihat^ loftcad of being detcftcd, it will be 
cheriihcd and fupponed. (h) Hence the 
race of female free-thinkers j not bnc of 
whom, as far as my obfervatiod extends^ ' 
have had their facuhies regularly cuhivated. 

Even where the judgment has been ex* 
ercifed upon abftrad propofitions with fuch 
fiicccfs as to prevent its miftaking fophif- 
try fpr truths though the reafonings may 
be jufl: and accurate, the condud may ftill 
be ridiculous and abfurd. This may, at 
firft view, appear paradoxical; but if you 
condder what was faid upon the faculties 
of attention and conception, the problem . 
will be quickly folved. Where thofc fa- 
culties have been negleAed, prefent objedls 
will make no imprclSon; and an ever-wake^^ 
ful attention tp prefent obje£)^s is fo efien-* 
tial towards the performance of every aSivc 
duty, that Without it there can be do propri- 
ety in behaviour, no regularity in conduft. 

Where the ^conceptions are flow with 

regard to all but fpeculative truths, there 

VOL. II. c c can 
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c^n b9 qp Icpovledge of charftijlef J cotofoi 

quent]; i^e QpinioI^ of fa<^ perfbiis, \ritb 

ir^gftr4 lo thjp merit or demerit of incfiYi- 

(ia^Uy aro fQwdedf npt on foUd jadgme&ty 

but OP %h^ ^\fy l>afi$ of iEcmgiQacioQ. Hence 

the arden^t likings and otpricious hatreds 

of perfqp^ whoi boaft pp common (hare of 

geniu$, bat vrho afe deiUmtye of judgmeac 

The likiog^. of fiich pe^fonis ^ ikuliy how- 

c\^er» find to be: without a&Sion, though 

^eii^ h^tredjs are not always free front 

ma}igni^y<^ tt is in what may be called 

tbelejOTer fynipathies that affisdion has its 

jfourqe. Wb^re there is no attention^ 

thcfi? fympaihies cati have no cxiftcncej 

for tp ^ter in^o the feelings and inteveft$ 

of pthfir$ \({ithout lively at^ation and con-> 

ccpition, is kngpflifelq* Thofe who feel 

not fympathy^ caif n^ver be the objcfts of 

fympathy; fuch charis^Ser^, therefore, may 

excite a;dmira|:ion, but they will never 

attraft affeflion^or eftccm. 

The faculty of abftra^ion, whore the 
previous faculties .b%Fe been regdtarly ctiU 
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iivatedi has a manifeft tehdenty to dlhf 
the fervGor of paifioiiy and to controul the 
impetaofity of de&c* Far otherwife^ how* 
t\rer^ "iriU it be found to operate^ where it 
IS under the dbnumon of imaginatton) 
T€s£m wiR then be enriftcd in the fervice 
of the paffions^ and employed to juftily 
what found principle and fober judgment 
mufl condemn, k might feem invidious 
to poim otot inftances to illuftrate the troth 
of this obferration: bttt no one who has 
been converfant with the world, or with 
bdoks^ can fail to be acquainted with them. 
The moft important part of education is 
that which a man gives hfmfelf. Bat if 
the foundation of this fetf-inftrudion has 
not been laid in the early ctiltivation of 
judgmem, and the faculties which precede 
it, the felf-inftruded will be liable to errors 
in opinions and in condbft. Where the 
ground is permitted to lie fallow, wtcds 
wilt affurcdly fpring up. If care be not 
taken in our early ycaf s to grre thofe at 

fociations 
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fociations which are favourable to found 
principle and rational conduft, afTociations 
may take place highlyunfavourable to both* 
The female who, after a deplorable 
deficiency of early education, poffcffes fuf- 
ficicnt energy to fet about acquiring infor- 
mation for herfelf, labours under peculiar 
diiadvantages. She may devote her time 
to ftudy, but if (he have not judgment to 
dired thefe ftudies, pride and pedantry will 
.be the probable refulc. A multiplicity of 
ideas witliout arrangement are, in reality, 
very ufelcfs to the poflTeffor; yet fuch is the 
inevitable confequencc of that, defultory 
reading, which by our fex is fo often mif- 
taken for knowledge* Nor docs fhe whofe 
judgment is uncultivated gain much by 
confining her rcfearches to one particular 
objeft; for by imagination will the value 
of that obje£l infallibly be magnified, fo as 
to render all others comparatively mean 
and infignificant. Hence proceeds an aar* 
dent zeal concerning fpeculative points of 

doftrinej 
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do£lrioe; a z^al ^hkh, it may be obfcrved, 
increafes in exaA propprtioa as the point 
ID iqueftion is removed beyond chofe boun- 
daries which mark the fphere of human 
' knowledge. Frequently have I known 
the feeds of difcord and animofity fown in 
private families by the ill-judging ardour 
with which fuch points have been oppofed 
and defended ; but never did I know an 
enlarged and comprehenlive view of the 
doArines and fpirit of Chriftianity bring 
forth other fruits than thofe of peace and 
love. By the union of judgment and ge- 
neralization thefe comprehenlive views are 
produced ; but by ab(lra<5lion without judg- 
ment, we have only an exaggerated view 
of the importance of thofe points upon 
which the mind has, from fome peculiar 
circumftance, been led to dwell: .no wonder 
that the duties of life (hould be defpifed by 
ihofe whofe attention is folely engroffed by 
fubjefts from which they are quite remote. 
The tendency of the cultivation of the 
, fuperior facukics to promote vanity in the 
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{ex, was the laft pf the pbjcftious <l«<rff 
lo order to oppofe it, we oced GOtcbaoge 
our growd} for pever Cball we find the 
rcafoning powers prodnjftive of vani^ m 
a well-regulated mind. Where the jiidgf 
mem has beeo taught to appreciate the 
real value of every objeft of pprfuit, and 
the idea of fuperior excellence has beo) 
firn^ly affociated with the proper difcbarge 
of ^he rdigiousy the moral, and the do- 
meftic dnties} where the heart has been 
early taught to bow with reyerwcc to 
virtue, however humble the garb in which 
It is found; and the conceptions enabled 
to enter into the charaflers and feelings of 
others J there the mind wiJI be iq np 
ganger pf being inflated with vanity, ocf 
account of a confcious fupenority ida the 
reafoning pow*'5t Perfons of this de» 
fcriptipn wiU, on the con^ary, be pften 
humbled by ^ confcious if^t <tf their 
inferiority in poiut of real wprtb, when 
(^Qmpwpg th?rofelve$ wtth ihofe who bpaft 

PP? 
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not the fame a<lv^mages. Such httmiliatiod 
is fatiitary to the fool, and dangerous h 
the ftate of thofc who have never felt it« 
influence. 

in all the triilances which hate cotfie 
ttftder purconflderation, it is evidently not 
the cultivation of the reafoiiing faculty^ 
but a deficiency in the facukies of atten-* 
tion, conception, and judgment, which 
have occalipned a departure from the path 
of duty ai^d of common fenfe. Though 
in thefc inftances 1 have con6ned myfetf 
to my own fex, the fame argument wifl 
doubclefs be found to apply with equal 
force to the other; fpeculative men, who^ 
are incapable Of conducing the common 
^ncerns of life, being little lefs frequently 
ibet with, than reafouing women who are 
cegteftfiil of its duties. 

To thofe, who from an enlarged view of 
the advamages to be derived fironi the 
cultivation of the powers of abftrad; an4 
general reafbning, arc defirous of bymg the 

foundation 
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foundation of thefc powers in the minds of 
their children, the following hints may not; 
be altogether qnaccepts^ble* 

It has been fuppofed by fome philofo- 
pbers, that the vegetable moul^ which 
covers the greateft part of the terra firma 
of our globe, carries in its bofom the feeds 
of all pUnts, flowers, &c. and that thefe, 
for the greater part, lie dormant only for 
want of ^TG^xJiimuIi to bring them fonh. 
However this may be with regard to the 
vegetable world, we can have no doubt of 
the truth of the theory, /when applied to 
the human mind; and were we to beftow 
our attention in difcovering the means that 
arebeft adapted for exciting its latent pow- 
ers, inftead of employing all our pains in 
rearing in it a few fickly (hrubs of our own, 
planting, we (hould be far more amply 
repaid for our labour. The faculty of 
abftraftion, like all the other powers of the 
inind, wants only the proper degree of 
excitatipn, in order to exps^nd and become 

produftive, 



d by Google 



t 393 ] 

produAive. But it moft be excited with 
caution, and hj no means permitted to 
outgrow judgment, beneath whofe (hade it 
ought to be reared, nourilhed, and brought 
to maturity. 

From the explanation given of the ufc 
of general terms, the neceflity of having 
clear and accurate conceptions of the 
meaning of words muft have been rendered 
iufficiently obvious. The definition of 
words ought to form a part of the daily 
occupation, from the time that the mind is 
cap^le of juft and accurate conceptions. 
As the pupil advances in knowledge, ex* 
ercifes upon words that are nearly fynoni- 
mous will be highly ufeful, and may be 
rendered very amufmg; and as, from the 
poverty of language, the fame word is 
frequently ufcd in a variety of fenfcs, it will 
be of infinite importance to have a ready 
and quick apprchcnfion of the dififcrent 
mc?inings attached to every word. This 
can only be attained by conftant exercife ;. 

nor 
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nor can it be fully attained, till a large 
ftock of ideas has been acquired; but if 
this exercife of the mind is begun at an 
earlf period, and unremittingly purfued, 
the number of ideas acquired from reading 
or converfation will be increafed ip an 
incalculable degree. 

An accurate conception of the meaning 
of words, beCdes iacreafing the number 
of ideas, is an excellent prefervative againft 
thofe falfe affociations which engender 
prgudicc. Many are the bitter difputes 
which an accurate knowledge of the rfo- 
ciarions attached to the words made ufe 
of by either party, would effe£lualiy pre- 
vent. Let us fuppofe, that I had been 
accuftomed, from a confideration of its^ 
colour, to give to a carrion-crow the 
appellation of blackbird^ while you gave 
the fame appellation to the fpecies of birdsr 
commonly fo called. The |MX)pertics of 
the blackbird become the fubjefl: of 
4X)feverfationj I mention its difigreeable 

qualities 
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qualities w4 boarfe voice: you aver h to 
be one of the xx^q& melodious of the vernal 
choir* I ridicule your affertiou: you deny 
imne, W^e call eaph other's veracity w 
queftipa; the difpute gets warm, till il 
i^ at leogth diecidied by fon^e ingenious 
friend, who points put the origin of our 
miftake. Here, indeed, the difpute might 
'4% any tinie be fettled by a reference to the 
ob^&i but ify ioftead of the word black* 
bird, Religipn, or Loyalty, or any other 
general tero^ of equal importance, had 
become the (v^e£k of debate, it is plain, 
that while a fh^e pf di^rence took place 
in the aiTpciatipns attached to it, we never 
could com^ to jiA agreement, 

Bdlides an ei^tenfive acquaintance with 
the various afibciations attached to the 
&me word, ic is neceffary that an exten- 
five knowledge of things ihpuld be 
acquired by the young perimi whom we 
wifix to have prepared for exercifing the 
^<:ulative faculties to advantage. 

Thofe 
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Thofe who enter upon general reafoning 
with a ftock of ideas derived from few 
fources, wiIl,notwithftanding the accuracy 
of Ae ideas they poffefs, be liable to 
many errors. Narrow as the fphere of 
human knowledge is, it is too extcnfive 
for the grafp of human intellcfl; y^t fo cu- 
rioufly interWoven are its various branches, 
fo dependent on each other are all its parts^ 
that none can be thoroughly underftood 
without a comprehenfiveview of the whole. 
This obfervation ought to be illuftrated 
to young people in a variety of ways. It 
will be the bed prcfervative againft that 
vanity and prcfumption, which a liitle 
learning is fo very apt to produce. It will 
likewife be a ftimulus to the acquirement of 
ideas upon various fubjefls; and prevent the 
mind from over-rating the value of its own 
purfuits, or depreciating that of others. 

What I have here advanced upon the 
necelSty of acquiring a variety of ideas, 
may, upon a fuperficial view, appear in* 

confiftent 
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tonfiftcnt with what I formerly faid upon 
the iautilicy of defukory reading. In the 
ideas I have expreffed, there is, however, 
nothing irreconcilcable, Tbac mode of 
defukory reading which I condemn, does 
aot make fufficient impreiHon to produce ^ 
thofe trains of thought .which are favour- 
able to arrangement ; and without arrange- 
ment we (hall only, by augmenting the 
number of ideas^ augment confufion. 
Thofe who poffefs but a fcaqty wardrobe, 
raay caft the few things they have into an 
open drawer^ where they will readily be 
found when occafion caHs for them; but 
if all forts of things are ftuffed without 
order into the fame place, in vain will you 
featch for the fmaller and more delicate 
articles amid the cumbrous heap. Still, 
however^ what you put into the drawer 
you will find in it. Not fo with what is 
put into the mind ; unlefs its contents are 
faftcn,ed by the chain of afTociation, they 
will either be entirely loft or ufelcfs. • 

" Except 
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** Except fomc profeffed fcholafs/* fajs 
Mr. Gibbon ifi a lettet to a young lady^ 
** I haTe often obferred^ that Women in 
*^ general read mnch more than men } bm 
*^ for want of a plan^ a method^ a fix^d 
« objcft, their reading is of Kttlc tene^ 
•* to themfclves or others." The obfiE^r- 
tation of method in readings fo far fronai 
being unfavomrable to the acquirement of 
a variety of ideas^ is efiential to it) and \9 
therefore worthy of oxxi ferioils attention^ 

The following illuftration will ferve to 
place this fubjedt in ^ clear point of view* 
Suppofing yo\ir papil to be acquainted with 
the general outlines of ancient and modern 
hiftoty^ and that it is Wifhed to give him or 
her a more particular knowledge of fomc 
one of the European ftates, the firft books 
you wonld naturally confalt arc thofe 
which treat of its origin j you then have 
tccourfc to the authors who trace its pro^ 
grcfs through all the purifying confliflfs it 
jbas fisdained^ from barbarifm lo refine^* 

ment« 
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ttietit^ Bat this knowledge o( ihe fucdcf^ 
fion of public events in the order in i^hich 
they occorrcd, Would be of Mttle avail, if 
not traced to thofc hidden fprings in which 
they had their fource. Thcfe arcj the paf- 
fions, the opinions, and the prejudices of 
tht chief asAors on thd giYen theatre. To 
have cleat* ideas concerning thefe, there 
muft^ in the fird place, be a£n adequate 
knowledge of the human mind) and in thei 
fccond, accurate conceptions of the views 
and aitociatioBs on which the opinions and 
prejudices defcribed originated. Uftlefs 
accurate ideas concerning thcfe are db^ 
tained, the fubjeft can never be thorougaty 
underftood. Nor will a cfiftind concep-^ 
tion of the moral caufes of events be 
fufficient for our porpofc; to thefe muft bef 
added adequate ideas ofthephyfica^. The 
belative ficuation of the country, its geo- 
graphical and natural divifions, foil, cli^ 
mate, produce, &c. Sec. muft be known j 
or many of the events related wiU be 

unintelligible^ 



d by Google 



r 400 ] 

unintelligible. Thus wc fee, that to obtatfl 
a perfcfl knowledge of any one country or 
diftrift of" the globe, a variety of books 
on different rubje£t8 mull ncceflarily be 
confultcd. But while one objed is kept 
in view, the ideas acquired, however va- 
rious, wilt be fo arranged as to be always 
ufeful; and the greater the number of 
thefe ideas, the better will the mind be 
enabled to take general and comprehen- 
five views on every part of the fubje& 
Whoever enters the field of knowledge with 
his eyes fixed upon one objed, and thinks 
to arrive at it, by relolutcly remaining 
Wiiid to every other, will find that he has 
mi(laken his path ; while he who has no 
fixed objeft in view, will wander in an ever- 
lading labyrinth of perplexity and confufion. 
As no accurate idea can be formed of 
any objeft which is only fcen in one point of 
view, it follows, that the opinions formed 
from fuch a partial knowledge, muft ever 
be erroneous and fuperficial. 

Obfervation 
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eutions of otbet^, as t^efe are Qbdi&d by 
fituanon and cif^isttiftances,. is foch avef-* 
fcntial foiirce of ideas, that pcribqs pidccd 
in tirGumftapces'i^hidi afford 00 opportu- 
nitied for this fpedes t)f oBfervatioti, moft^^ 
ofncceffity, hate'-a very liihited fiiiid*^ In 
ardertomaketheiebbrcrvarions efi^uaUy^ 
the mind mtifl be in\full pofieflida of the 
primary faculties; and to cnaUe it to draw 
jUft inferences from .^em^ it muft be ca* 
' pableof generalitEatioti. To perfdns thus 
qualified, that ftatidn infociety which af< 
lords the mod extenfire views^ is evidently 
the thoft advantage6tis4 The higher and ' 
the lower walks of life are« in this point of 
V{ewy attetided with equal inconvenience; 
while thofe who are placed oh that happy 
ifthmus in fociety^ from which they can 
occafionallymake excurfions into' either of 
the neighbouring conntries, are alone bleft 
with the oppcxrtunity of making jull obfcr* 
vatibns on theinhabnaiits:of both* They 
fee the confined views of every little citcle; 
VOL. u* D D th«y 
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ilM»|r tOAttx^^hte^ idbe^ 0^^ of tbofe va- 
rious adEbdaMDs trliich clnraficrize eadi 
Idpanto chfi} sad appcectaiiog the value 
o6 their purfttits and eejojiMm^ accocdiiig , 
ta the fiaftdani of t^ha^ scyoicei in ihe 
goodacia o£ the Great Gt'caioryinrhfty while 
Ik loqEdaiitfid the defice of ha^pim&io the 
htvoan htvaft, tooght imaglaationio firck 
£cr it iiLfiidi a variety of objoftiu 

Before jolot pupils e&t^ upoA fpecsda** 
live enqimrjr, it h ahbvc all thiuga effimtia^ 
than thctf jsadgment £ioidd be eserdfed 'm 
afcertaiaiag thcHtnits of hnmanbnpwtedge^ 
AH fpoculatiom ooncerniog Mrhat: i$ phuced 
bqrcad the reach of the^ hturaft f actdties^ 
Q^^ to fae avoided; for fmm them Mr 
peffihk. advantage ci^ be dett^. TbejF 
fn&idfet iend, aft thej bcgb»ki TOcenaint)^ 
and dovbt: Imt far Wm beiog a harmlefii 
uraibof ume, thejfreqoeatif ejiciteite 
5iit>Jbif e of prejudice and aDiino&tf. 

I fliall coQcIttde with feme obfervationa. 
bomDoQtot I&aa Watts,, of the truth q£ 

vribicn* 
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Whrch I am ({QStlified to jtrcfgd frdtti offifer- 
vatioti, tfadagh not hi alt ndTpe^fh from 
experience. He advflesrthcfpupa fi^ ae^ 
oijlom Bimfelfio dear and dtftinOr ideat^ to 
evident prop^fitfim, ibjifongandarmncing 
arguments. ^* Coiiverfe math/* Ikrcon- 
tliiucs, " witk thofc friends, afid thofe 
^^'book5^,aiid thofeparts of leatnhig, where 
** yea meet whh the greateft eleamefs of 
** thought and force of reafonhig. The 
^ ffiathemaeicar fclcnces, and panicuhrry 
. *^ arithmetic, geometry, and mechanics, 
*' abound whh thde advantages^ and If 
" there were nothmg vafoaWe ta them for 
^ the ufes of hnman life, yet the very fyc* 
^ ctrlative parts of this fort of learnftfg; 
" arc well worth our'fttrdy ; for by perpe- 
^^ tua^ ciwropl^Sy thqF teach o» to €<>accHrc 
** with eleamefs; to conneft our ideas in 
^^ a train of dependence; to reafon with 
^^ ftrength and demonftration, and to di£^ 
^^ tinguifh between truth and faUhood. 
^< Something of thefe fciences fhould be 

"ftndied 
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ftttdied hj every ipan who jpretends C0 
f' learomg, and tliat,^ zs Mr. Locke ex- 
prcffcs it, " not/a much to make us maibema^ 
^* ticiansyos to nufke us reqfonabk creatures. 

*^ The habit of conceiving clear ty^ of 
^,^ judffng jujily^ and oi reafoning well^ is 
" not to be attained merely by the hap- 
** pincfs of conftitution, the brightncfs of 
** genius, or the bcft coUcftion of logical 
*' precepts. A coherent thinker and a 
^^ {lri£i reafoner is not to be made at ono: 
** by a fet of rules; any more than a good 
*^ painter or mufician may be formed ex- 
** tempore, by an excellent lefture on mu- 
*/ lick or painting.*^ This, like all our. 
oiher habits mud be formed by cu^om 
indf raff ice* Adieu., . . 
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LETTER XII V 






i'^' 



.b- 



JR^FLlStfTlON: 

pjffer^ent Applications qf the Ternf.rr'/Smse. 
in which it is at f resent used.-r'Jldvan'' 
tdges of Refl€f:tion^^^FQundati(m of it to he 

* 'laUmedrlyLife\^InuiilityefIleflec^^^ 

• when not exercised under the^^/ftfiuence of 
' fldigiom^ Prikoip^le. '^ Jtlu^dtions:'^ 



YOU icnow, itiy dear Friend,' that \sf 
RefledioD, in tiic popular lenfe^ noU 
thing more is underfbood than a fcriouri 
repConfideratioQ of any fabjeS which hasf 
engaged oar attention. By metaphyficians; 
however^ ;the term is applied in a ibifter 
fcnfe, to denote that power whidi the 
mind has of examining its own operations. 
Few perfona of education are deftitute of 

Refle£lion 
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Rcfledion in the former application; but 
if we ftriftly adhere tq the Utter meaning 
of the term, I an^ afraidf we iball find that 
the number 6( thpfe who are capable of 
cxercifiiig it, i^ (pxttewelj limbed. 

The exercife of ,Refle£Hon implies the 
poSciflSon of *aH the preceding fadikieSi; 
and where anj^pfthcfc are dcfcflive, wq 
seed not -e^ed: t^iat the mipd wjU eyer be 
lrroi|ghrX|(^T^£^.|Kppa its AWn qperai;icAs: 
as to 4«i9 <ffe£hia)lf^ is tine higbei^ wd 
moil iifeiiil exertion of the i&tettefikial 
powers. If; this exercife of intcllcft be 
wanting, it is not the Icnqwledge of all 
^kiicifcnccs, nor -^ ao^tvaiotande with all 
IJiebMftdies of biiriaa Ici^nwDg, thkt will 
bad! pM true 9af<loQi» Vxsr thisgoeat piii> . 
ft&, (itn aocfiratSQilcQmrledge of tioiefrQWii 
IfBaak is, moneeffistitial than aH the kacmiog 
lai^t fwoidd. Dooek is .tbejg^at ykt oS 
bticttfi bnt^i.49dief3c,j(ewqieaple pr^Bsdk 
fo:mii£h ff it upon ctbeare as upon ithea^. 
Iblws^nor is it fa£S3flo, that idf«deceit 

can 
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caoi bii 8voided:ijf aoj'ttfior ttWQS-Aut 
the freqaooc exsrciie of JSLtAiodkm 

Hiongh ReflefiidQ k tlift laft of the 
{Knrers >of the hamaa mind in iAie;cirdcK of 
spjieaisMtf yOy ttinsdrtbe oikmhmU 
iksp it will ccitainlf^ ipmg bf a pra^ 
prtfpiBnitimt of the<finL . {i wbs to psvie 
the wigr for hs fvodtriftiofti diat m neatt> 
io^ uf the ctiitivtdoa of the hearr, I fo 
tooDgly fccommettckd a frequent a^spesA 
to "dxt kdkag^ in the ^ooduft of chiUn^ 
townrd each odier« Bjr tlus thcyare^orlf 
taught to biiag tfaii^s faoMtto thra? own 
hufcaa^f and to fee evciyfan rf their iaxM 
Aift mtbelig^tia> ^riuch^it is viooMlif 
othets^ k aft dicB» that the fieelingfc aad 
aicdbioiis qf the heart taxf be made tio 
affift atict^agtfaw dieopemngjodgaseatii 
Mndflffi^iikBadiiig aiidpeirteit^ It 
it tbi^ too, that dic<coqoeptiGfiia ooncenl^^ 
IPg the jpdgmeoi of others upon out owfli 
condu&mafbdlteini^o^ed; Ai^dirliei!^ 
f?artlm|UfU)^^ 

ibcIicTC. 
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will beconie.dffidilt) if not impofixfaic; v.. 
V Thofe wh6 are >:lfiaft , accufto'mcd / to 
iefic&iiipQQ(& Ac. dpciAtioos o£ their ovq 
Rtmds, iWU em be'fbiaad.ino{l: foswacd to 
judge qsekhifevertt^ (rf others. WKo^are 
die yiai ^sestkers? .il^holarc the rctajkrs 
oK petty icandal:? ulire.dosyiiot.thofe'^dio 
oeifercstft .a thought .on vihe 'motives db^ 
iirbidi> they tbemfcWeslaze. governed ?;Th& 
knowledge; of ' one's :owa^ mind will evet 
brisgitscfa afenie of the impeife&ion of 
its; vanotrs fiacokies, ai>di bf tho impo0tioB$ 
to which. thej han^e heenJiable^ f|t>m the 
iofltieiicci of pafiioa. and prejudice, diat 
candour muft Jbe the^ inevitable refult. To 
cbis > falutary exerctfc.;.of the power of 
refledioQ, pride and iblfiflmefs oppofe fuch 
infurmQumabJe. obftacles, that wherexrer 
tlicy prechiminate, iJLcaanever be expefied 
jco take plaee^ By Him who ^ Jknew 
** what was ib Man/' and whofc doctrines 
tod to being. aU his lAudous pawecs laad 
.; . ! faculties 
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fitcultie^ ta tHeltigbeft pd'feiBiDn^f Mrhichr 
they are 'faf(»pribk; pride aiid-4yfi(hnef« 
*rcrc thensforc . cotidcmftcd-in all di^ 
brancbes; and in order to deftfoy tbciip 
influcfloc in tbe haman hearty. mf^exaau<» 
nation (which is nothing but a mode of 
cxerciiing the power of reflexion), was tn- 
jofined as an cflTcnti^l dfity. Here we iavc 
anoAfer ftfikmg inftanee of the'corifbnancc 
of the infti'tutions-of the Gofpcl with the 
firft prinqipies of the pWlofbphy of' tb« 
Iiuman mind. It is by this felf^examtna* 
mu that we are ^commanded to prepare 
burftlves forthetnoft folcmnc^emony o£ 
our religion; by it alone we can come 
at a knowledge of the governing motives 
of onr conduft, which on that folemn 
occafion we are to try by no capricious 
(bndard; . l.oye to God, aud unconditional 
benevolence to man, with ill their corref- 
pondent defircs and affeftions, are the 
unerring rulj?s by which we are to judge 
of ;he ftate of our hearts, and the com- 

plexioa 
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plesioii^^foitt^a^fiacits. Ofi^hisaceoiuitl 
cannot btKt.t3wfkier the frequent rq^ctitbti 
of dieidnty above aUiaded lo^ as a t&oft 
efficacious ibeans of culrivating the pcfmeii 
c£jtBte&m9.md of reodemg tfaeci^erctfis 
€Kf k habkaal^^ , 

I wdi kninr^ thai l^ making Rdigiott 
the b^ &{My theeay^ Iflull expofe agfW 
fe)f to the dediion of fome nunds, smd tbe 
eootismpt of <atbem: aa all that I ha^o 
atdvanced iriU, by certain |^dbci$V be tttti* 
bmod to the prqcidicci of educaiion. I 
caO) howeveify avar» diat they are not m 
. wtezamned f residues \ and that if I ftiH 
adhere to the old^fafhioned porindples in 
iriitch I was brought up, it ts not wtdioqc 

<"■'"■■ ' ■ 'M pri »' I ! I . I t iii i - l ag| 

* i!ow Httl? the forms of confeffioo, which 2^ 
often put into the hands of young people upon thid 
eceafioDy are calcolfttedto-aiifw«r the 4Dd propoled^ 
muft be obvi^i^s to 4¥evy thioking anod. If infteaf^ 
of feeking to difcover the hidden Q)ringp and iburees 
of didr ow!i anions, and judging of ^eni as dief 
Tspf^axya the -fight of Oqi^ tfan^ ivettug^feoyM^ 
nounce themfblves guilty of « all manner of fins in the 
Iiimp, the heart will'be little benefited by this rcligioui. 

My^ a libcr^i 
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a liberal aii4 candid ^examination of tho(e 
vbicb othw hacve embraced. 

Wben I ^ began ferioufly to eontem* 
pbte tbc pperations 4^f the faiuman mind, I 
was far from beiog fully aware of tbe 
intimate co^ne^ion which fubfiHed betwixc^ 
ibefe aod tbe Di?ine commandments; nor 
had it ever occurred to me how verjr 
emiBeqtly the one was adapted to the other* 
fei^ vain did I epdeavour to find in any other 
^ftem a perfed conformity with the humaa 
i^b^aOer, m aH its various modifieaucHia. 
Other fyftemi aj^licd to particulars, that 
pf thf Gpfpel alone I found to be of 
univerfal application; and wheo^ with tfai^ 
view, I examined its contents, I in vaiQ 
endeavoured to find one paflage the fpiric 
pf which was not in unifon with the theory 
of the human heart* 

When tbe intelledual faculties became 
the fubjed of inveftigation, I found, and 
confefs rdelighted in finding, that fo far 
firfm bdng inimical to their higheft culti^ 

vation. 
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va(ion, the facrcd voluttic iffbrdcd the 
greatcft afliftance; while Its doftrines held 
forth the moft animating encouragement to 
the improvement of all the mental powers. 
Nor ought I to conceal, ^hat the examina- 
tion of the principles of ' the human miud 
gave, on the other hand, ftrength to m^ 
Taitb,"and confirmation to nly belief in the 
Divine origin of the facreld oracles, (t) 

I hope that after this candid <[eclaration, 
none will aecnfe me of prejudice, till they 
have thoroitgWy examined the tenout and 
tendency of the principles 1 have avowedly 
■ adopted; a^ if they decline this teflc,* 1 
think I am at fall liberty to retort the 
charge of prejudice on them* ^ 

Let ns now fee, hbw far the advantage 
to be derived from the iexercife of Reflec- 
tion is increafed or diminiflied by religioufe 
principle. 

I prefume it will on* all haiids beadmit^ 
ted, that whatever tends to augment th6 
benevolent afFeftions, and to deftroy the 

influence 
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ia^oence of tbe. malevokixt paffioas, Im 
likcwifc a tcadcticy to incrcafe the, happU 
npfs of the individual and of focicty, Whca 
a perfon, wb^fe notions of moral obliga-* 
tion are founded on the felfifii principle, 
ukes a view of the operations of his owa 
mind, and perceives the unworthinefs of 
the motives by which his beft a£iions have 
been fometi^ies influenced; when he id 
made fenfiblc of the errors of his judgment, 
and the fallacy of his reafon; what is the 
rcfuk? Inftead of humbling himfelf before 
the Searcher of hearts, and imploring the 
Divine afliftance, he looks round upon the 
work], and in the follies and the crimes of 
others, finds excufe and confolation. A 
fenfe of his own weaknefs diminifhcs not 
the force of pride, or abates the arrogance 
of prefumption* If obliged to confefs that 
fome appear to aft more wifely or more 
irirtuoufly than himfelf, it is to fuperior 
cunning, or fuperior good-fprtunc, that he 
attributes the difierehce. Xhc knowledgc- 
'.>■•-■••■' ^' "' of 
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of bis oxm motires ptodticcs fufpicron with: 
regard to the motives of others. The con- 
fcioufncfs of his own erroneous jtidgtnent 
begets fcepticifm with regard to their opi*' 
BionSi Thefe feelings and affociatiods atrel 
dot of a nature to hifptre benevolence; 
they are> on the contraxy, iritimately aJfidf 
to all the malignant ^nd diflbcial paiEons. 
Veiy different h the Jtoprorement that 
will be made by the man of reBgiotrs prin- 
ciple, from the confcientioiw cxercife of 
the power of rcflcftion* A fetrfe of the 
many inftances in which he ha? been lufiu- 
cnccd by thofc paffions Which it hay beeir 
his endeavour to fubdue, will beget con- 
trition and humility: confcioirs that his 
aftions are known to the world, while his 
contrition and repentance are unknown to 
aD, fave God and his own heart, he will 
naturally fuppofe ft to be the fame with 
others^ and will, accordingly, bemclined 
tor pity rather than to cenfiirc. The dif- 
ficuhj he find} in ktqprng hfs good ref&- 

lutions. 
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fioQS of cttl^htened judgment^ will lead 
itkn to rey^eace aad efteem tbofe wbofe 
eoftduft cnacea a greater degree of energy 
^Bd coafiftcB^S, while, at tbe fame times 
k will xfndcx him careful of attrihuQog 
bad mou?ei to all wh^ are gaiky of im« 
propor condu&. Iei tra^iiig the fource of 
hk erroi>«(Hi»|iidgsiems, he will discover 
(0 ms^sy aKbeiacioos origioating m dtcumf^ 
fiances of er which he bad iitde or no 
wnordy that he will view the prejadicesof 
Oiber$ with as much candour as he confir 
ders< ibeir a&ioos. Never will the perfoa 
\ibo ia capable of the exercife of philofo- 
{ihical reflcdion, preiume to tsMt the 
jprerogattve of j«Kfeiw«* front the Most 
Hioh; never will he arrogantly decide 
UfKm: the acceptance or reprobatiw o£ 
a fellow mortal, on account of the fpecii^ 
IttiiVe opinidnsf.he may have embraced 
£very emof ioo exeiied^ every affedton pro* 
diiiced, by &»aus^ idBtAioo, are« (whik 

refle&ion 
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ItdeAion is exercifed tindey the itiipMifiM 
of religious principle) bf the benetdefir 
dafs* Hurailify, diffiJcnce> carhitft ddiris 
bf Divine affiftance, hope towards God fef 
future aid from a ftnfc of former mercies^ 
and love and gratitudfe fpringing frotn the 
faiiie foutce, are each allied to behevo!en6Ci* 
Wherever devotion produces affedions o£ 
an oppolite tendency, there, W€? may aflUre 
ourfclves, r'cfle^on has beeu uncultivated* 
In exa^ proportion as the power of tc^ 
fledion is enjoyed, (hall we reap advantage' 
from the cultivation of every oth^r faculty.- 
If incapable df applying our judgrti^ts 
rcfpefting right or wrong to durfelvcs, we 
fliall not be much the better for their 
accuracy* If we cultivate Imagioatioti fo as 
to produce the mod brilliant combfnatiotis,^ 
and arc without the power of refle£iing on* 
their tendency^ and from an examination 
bi our own heart, difcoveritfg the emotions 
and difpofitions which produced them ; we> 
toay ainufe otfrielves by wauderipg in the 

flowery 
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fiowery fields of fancy^ but will Mter 
gather any o£ its precious frdits* 

AVithout the cxjercifc of rcfleftion, the 
faculcy of .ab(lra6Hoa is a dangerous gift* 
If wc are incapable of referring to our 
6wn Gonfcioufnefs for the truth of thofo 
opinions derived from geiieral reafoning^ 
we fhall be liable to be inipofed upon by> 
fophiftry; and be deftitute of means to 
deceft the impofition* Even in the cultiva- 
tion of Taste, it is impoffible to proceed 
to any length without, the cxercife of rc- 
flettion. . Thofe who arc deftitut^ of thi« 
power never can be made to comprehend 
the principles upon which tafte is founded* 
They, therefore, fuppofe the emotions of 
fublimity and beauty to be derived from 
fome inherent inftind, as natural and as 
univerfal as that which ailifts us in diftin- 
gui(hing fweet from bitter* Nor without 
icfleftion upon the operations of their own 
minds, is it poflible that they ihould fix it 
ta a different light. 
VOL. IK BE As 
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As a ftifl farther argmneat in &voQr of 
the culcivadoQ of this power, it may, with 
propriety, be remarked^ that without the 
affiftaoce of refleAion, we ihall neither have 
^^jaaooers Toid of o&nce towards adl men i** 
nor HiriU aaay appear to have manners void 
of offence towards us. Perfons who arc 
actfuftomed to take circumfcribed and nar« 
tew Tiews upon every {vi^cA but their 
owii importapce, confider every aberration 
from the line of conduA they prefcribe, as 
an intended infult or manifeft impropriety. 
Tbey confider that as difirefpeA, with 
which no idea of difrefpeft was aflbciated 
in the mind of the ofiendiug party. They 
conftroe thoughtle&nefsintoinfolence; ^d 
neither make allowance for the levity of 
youth, lior the infirmity of age. Whatever 
i« faid of tbem one note below^the key of 
panegyric, is fo offenfive as to be deemed 
unpardonable. The friend who points out 
an error, is accufed of hatred and malig- 
nity. Andhereitmaybeofaferved^thatte 

' thofe 
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there %hd netel* tUdtainc their own hearts^ 
the itnputatioii of bkme mud QeceiTarily 
be intolerable^ bec4ufe they know not how 
fer it may be Jaft or unjuftj and wiUitfg to 
impofe upon th^nfelves, they revolt at the 
idea or being fcrtitinlzed by Others^ Hence 
the heart-bui^nings, jesddufies^ and ftrifes^ 
which arci alas! fo prevalent in theworld. 

Let us fee how far the evils above-tnen*-' 
tioaed would be remedied or removed, by 
a more general exercife of the power of 
reflcaiont 

When we refid& iipon our notmns of 
propriety or impropriety with refpc^ to ' 
malnners^ we fidd them entirely dependent . 
on aflbciation^ In meitibers of the fami^ . 
focietyj the fame affociations will doubtleft 
take place^ though itipdified by the difpo« 
fition and charafter of individuals. For 
this modificiation the perfoii of refle^km 
ttiakes ailowancei from the CQnvii3i0ii ihar,^ 
horn ilroDger aifociatioiis of pfo^riety at- 
tacked tb certain forais> fome hj a greater 

ftrefs 
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ftrcfs upon them than he docs; he there- 
fore concludes, that what he deems efTea^ 
tial, others may coniider as indifferent* 
Confcious that his own omiflions are void 
of pride, infolence^ or malignity, he con- 
fiders the omifHons of others as equally 
blamclefss or if he at any time perceive 
his feelings hurt by negleA^ or wounded 
by improper treatment, inftead of indulg- 
ing in the bittcrnefs of wrath, he takes a 
ferious retrofpe^l of his own adions, and 
fcverely fcrutinizes his own condud, left 
he too (hould be guilty of inflifting a wound 
in the bofom of the innocent. 

With rcgafd to the judgments of the 
world, or of individuals, it is only the pcr- 
fou of reflexion that can be fuperior to 
their. infiuence# Without fuch a perfcft 
knowledge of ourfelves as enables us to 
appreciate with truth and precifion the 
ftrength of our facukies, and the merit of 
our conduct, we (hall be liable to b&ekitrd 
with flattery oa the one hand, or deprefied 

' by 
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by ccofiirc on the other. By rcfleftion, 

and by refleftion alone, can this knowledge 

of ourfclves ever be attained. 

« When felf-efteem, or others' adulatloB, 
" Would cunningly perfuade.us w^ were fomething 
" Above the' common level of our kind, 
•* '77/ this gainfays the fmooth-complexion'd flattery, 
" And with blunt t|iith acquaints us what we are."* 

Nor is a juft acquaintance with ourfclves 
lefs neceffary to prevent dejeftion when 
popular favour takes flight. Severely 
muft thofe, who have no other meafure of 
their own worth but popular opinion, feel 
thelofs of that public applaufe on which 
they refted. The perfon, on the contrary, 
who, under the impreifion of religious 
principle, has exercifed philofoj>hicaI re^- 
fieftion, will be alike fuperior to popular 
applaufe or popular condemnation* He 
will make ufe of both as means of further 
improvement in virtue. Confcious that in 
the former cafe his merits have, in many 
inftiances, been over-rated, the confcioUs- 

y. >• . . - - '- ■ ■ ■ 
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qefs win increaf^ humility. And where his 
afkions are mifreprefeoted hj calumny, or 
miftakcn by prqudicc, he will rejoice that 
it is; to miilake and mifreprefentation, and 
iiot to truth, that he owes his prefent lofs 
of fayour. Or if, on a fcrutiqy of his mo- 
tives, he does not fjnd them blamelefs, far 
^om feeling malignity towards thofe who 
have anticipated him m the difcovery, he 
will acknowledge his; error, and thus have 
an opportunity of exercifing fpme of the 
nobleflt and niioft heroic of the hmnan 
irirtues,. 

Thus, my Friend, it appears, that in aH 
the circumftances and fituations in which aQ 
intelligent being can be placed, ReSed^ioQ 
IS effential towards the perfeAion of the hit- 
man charaftcr. Thofe whp are aware of the 
confequences atteudbg its cultivation, wiH 
find abundant opportunities for laying the 
foundation of it in the minds of their pupits« 
livery obfervation oa the iiftions of others^ 
pH the ways of Providence^ or the events 

■qf 
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of human life, maybe rendered fubfervicnt 
to the cultivation of refleftion, by the care 
of a judicious inftrufton If the advantages 
refuiting from rcfleftion be kept perpetu- 
ally in view, pains will be taken, even from 
the carlieft period of life, to remove all 
obftacles that might impede its progrefs. 
What thefc obftacles are, I have, in the 
Letters on the Cultivation of the Heart, 
attempted to delineate. By their removal 
the path will be left open; but without the 
aifiduous cultivation of all the intelledual 
faculties, it will never be trqd. By de- 
ftroying.pride,^felf-wiH, arrogance, and all 
the difTocial and malevolent paffions, and 
introducing affociations favourable to bene- 
volence, we render the difpofition amiable; 
, but let us remember, that to be amiable 
is not to be virtuous. Virtue confifts in 
the right direftion that is given not only 
to the affcftions of the heart, but to the 
powers of the mind. It is not of a nega- 
tive, but of a pofitive nature. It implies 

the 
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the proper employment not only of the 
moral but .of the iniclleftual powers. Thefe 
the wifdom of the Great Creator has 
ordained to a mutual dependence on each 
other, fo that neither can be in any confi- 
derable degree improved, while the other 
is neglcfted. Where the feelings of be- 
nevolence are unknown, the exertions of 
the underftanding will be circumfcribed by 
felfiflincfs within narrow limits ; and where 
the iriipulfes of the beneyolent heart are 
not controlled and direfted by judgment., 
they will be produftive of only partial good, 
and may eventually lead tocxtenfiv^mifery. 
Confidering it as one of the chief ad- 
vantages refulting from the exercife of 
philofophical refleftioii, that it enables us 
to attain a more perfeft knowledge of the 
motives which govern our aSions, I £haU 
beg le^v^ to offer fncb hin^ with regard 
to this fpecies of felf-examination, as may 
be found of ufe to thofe who are dcfirous 
of entering on the difficult but important 
Uik, As 
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As the pajEons . and affcftioq^ arc iht 
aftivp principles of the human mind, it is 
to t^cir influence that upon a ftrift fcruuny 
V^c, (hall trace the motives of our condudl. 
This influence is frequently fo impercep- 
tible as to efcape our obfcrvation* la 
order to penetrate it, it is not fufficicnt 
that yrc frequently review the tenour of 
our a6lions, and accurately examine the 
propriety of our fentiments; for not by 
refleftion upon thefe alone can we become 
thoroughly acquainted with the dilpofitions 
of our hearts. The Have of fdfiftinels 
and pride may pccafionally perform gene- 
rous and noble actions, and juft and 
fubljme l^qtiments may be formed by the 
underftanding, while the defircs are impure 
and the paiSons malevolent} but in no 
inftance will the trains of j:hough; which 
perpetually pafs through the mind, be 
untinged by the predominant affeftion. 
To the nature of thefe, then, wc are to 
direft our ftricl refearch. When bulled 

in 
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in aftivc employments, occupied by ftqdy, 
or engaged in the intcrcodrfes of focieiy, 
our thoughts muft ncceffarily be direilcd 
into various channels* But let us enquire 
nrhat is their natural courfe in the (lillneTs 
of folitude? What the complexion of the 
firft-fruits of that renewed exiftence wliich 
we experience every fucceeding morning? 
If our affcftions are influenced by love to 
God and good-will to man, Ihall not the 
Hfting-up of our hearts be as the morning 
facrificc? If, on the contrary, the trains 
of thought which firft begin to flow, arc 
connected with ideas of our own compara- 
tive excellence, while plans for our own 
exaltation and the degradation of others 
fpontancoufly prefcnt themfclves, we may 
be aflured that pride and vanity are the 
roain-fprings of all our aAions, As the 
ftrength of memory depends much upon 
the ftrength of the imprciSon, I would 
not have tile perfon confider himfelf in a 
f^^fe or healthful ftate of mind, whofe firft 

tliought5 
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thoughts prcfcntcd all the circumftanc«» 
of a former injury; nor let the confcioufc 
ncfs of- many infirmities fink the perfoa 
into dcfpair, who, in Ihaking off the chains 
of fleep, feels the joyful fenfe of gratitude 
to his Great Creator; and whofe firft 
impulfe leads to the confideration of means 
for promoting the happiijcfs of bis fellow , 
creatures, . By thus rcfiefting upon the 
nature of the thoughts which fpontancr 
oufly occur, we (hall be enabled to lift that^ 
veil of felf-deceit which conceals from our 
view the operations of our own hearts. 

Before I conclude this my laft Letter, 
I would make it my earneft requeftj^ th^x 
every one to whqm the fubjeft is iutercftr 
ing, may take pains to enquire and to 
examine into the truth of thofc prindplcs 
jK^hich I have adopted, and which appear 
to me to be the only foHd bads upon whicl^ 
education can be founded. 

As the theory I have endeavoured to 
fftablifb, with regard to the oeceiEty of 

cultivating 
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cultivating the various mental faculties ia 
the order in which nature produced them 
in the human mind, and of laying the foun- 
dation of their cultivation in watching 
over the aiTociations which afFe^ tbedefires 
and affcftions of the heart, muft, if gene- 
rally received, tend to produce a ferious 
alteration in the plan of modern education; 
I am prepared for the oppofition by which 
it will probably be encountered. 

Some, with that tone of falfe humility 
which contented ignorance, when united 
with pride, never fails to aiTume, will, per- 
haps, objeft to it as too perfcft. H We 
** don^t want to make philofophcrs of our 
*^ children," fay thefe good ladies; " and 
** as for iiitelleftual faculties and fuch fluff, 
** we know nothing abcMt it, and are never 
** 9 bit the worfe. Our children arc not 
** more fppiled, or Icfs taken care of, than 
** the children of other people; and muft 
**juft take their chance as the children of 
♦* Qjher people do. If we fend them to 

" genteel 
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** genteel fchools that arc well cftabliftied^ 
" we do our duty.'* 

Such arguments admit of no reply. But 
1 am aware that objcftions may come from 
perfons of a fuperior dcfcription, who 
having fet their hearts upon feeing their 
children excel in certain accompliihments, 
may be unwilling to be convinced, that 
they have not only over-rated the value of 
thcfe acquirements, but have miftaken the 
road to excellence, even with regard to the 
objed^s in queftion« 

In difcuffing the fubjeft of Tafte^I en- 
deavoured, by fuch a flight inveftigation of 
its principles as my limits would admit, to 
fliew the impoflibility of producing excel* 
Icnce in the fine arts without the cultiva- 
tion of the previous faculties. The fame 
reafoning may be applied, with fome modi- 
fication, to all the fciences, and to every 
branch of human knowledge. By much 
pains and inceifant application you may 
make your child a linguift at an early age; 

you 
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yoo make likewirc make him an hiftofiatt^ 
n botanift, a mineralogift, or what clfe yoa 
pleafe; chat is to fay^ yoU may» by means 
of percqption, the only faculty that is then 
ripe, imprefs his memory with the words, 
and terms belonging to thefe feveral 
branches of fcience and literature. ^ Satis^* 
fied with his progrefs^ you delight in find- 
ing his attention abforbed in thefe purfaits, 
and fondly cxpeft that when he arrives 
at maturity, he will give fuch proofs of 
fuperiority as (hall at once enlighten and 
aftonifli the world/ 

Beware, 1 befcech you, beware of er^ 
couraging hopes which muft infallibly end 
in difappointnient ! If at that period when 
the conceptions ought to have been invigo*- 
rated by attention to furrounding objefts^ 
attention has been occupied clfewhere^ 
the conceptions will become habitually 
weak and languid* And if by early and 
inceffant appliiration you have deftroyed 
that vivacity which is by nature intended 

to 
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to be inftrutacntaTittincrcafing the flow of 
ideas in the youthfal mind^ the ccxpceptions 
will not only be languid, lait the ideas wiU 
be few« From languid conceptions and a 
fmall number of ideas, what hopes can be 
entertained of the improvement of judg- 
ment? Your pupil has been bufied in learn- 
ing the refult of other people's judgment, 
but how is he to decide on their truth or 
falfehood, if he has never been taught to 
exercife his own? When a pcifon fo edu- 
cated arrives at maturity, he may be of ufc 
to others as a fort of walking diftionaiy^ 
an animated encyclopaedia; but he will 
neither illumine the world by the bright 
fire of genius, nor flop theptogrefs of vice 
by the energy of exalted virtue. 

Refleition, which in its operation re- 
quires ferioufnefs, is wifely ordained by- 
nature to be the laft power that unfolds 
itielf in the hbman mind. Nor does it be- 
gin to operate till the ideas are numerous, 
aisd the judgment ftrong. Where thefc. 

preliminaries 
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prclimmaries are enjoyed, reflexion ^I! 
not be found inintical to chcctfuhicfs. It 
h the flow fucccffiob pf ideas which pro-* 
daces low-fpirited lidleiTnefs; and the 
iQceiTunt intrufion of the fame train of ideas 
that produces itlclancholy* Bin where 
foch a perfeA command has beefi obtained 
over the power of attentioti, as to redder 
the mind for ever alive to the paiEng fceric, 
the ideas maft neccflarily be too numerous, 
and have too much variety, to admit of 
either of thcfc confcquences. Where the 
languid and the abfent fee nought but a 
joylefs blank, the adive mind finds fonrces 
of improvement and delight. The former 
lives^as on a defert ifland, where he de* 
pends on foreign fupplics for his exiftence* 
The latter extrafts from the fnrrounding 
fcene an ample ftore of nouriflunent; nor 
does the continual feaft which nature ^ 
fpreads for the light heart aijd the ardent 
imagination, pafs unenjoyed j while habits 
of philofophical arrangement and reflexion 

render 
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render bis pleafures not only harmlcfs 
but wholcfomc. 

If the ikctch I have endeavoured to give 
ofthc human mind, be drawn from. truth 
and nature, the abfurdity of attempting 
its partial cuhivation by an mverfion of 
nature's laws will be an obvious inference. 
Acco]:ding to the plan which my feeble 
hand has attempted to delineate, it ajp« 
pears that the vital parts of the corporeal 
frame are not more intimately conne£bd» 
or more eflentially dependent on each 
other, than the aftive and intelleAual 
powers of the mind : and that as the muf- 
cular ftrength of a fingle limb does not 
conftitute bodily health or vigour; fo 
neither does the capability of exerting a 
fingle faculty, in however eminent a dc- 
t grce, give any title to mental fupcriority. 

In prefcribing for the difeafes of infancy, 
he mud be a bad phyfician who .did not 
extend his views to the probable confe- 
quences of his prefcriptions on his patient's 

VOL* H. p F future 
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ftKore faei^h} heir mvLch more Uame* 
worthy the perfon, who, in gnring adrkc 
wi^i regard to the hmhta miod, fimkeci 
the amfideratkm of coafequesces to the 
fOQtraAed fpan of the prefent fifn ! 

My views wilit I tnsfty be ibiuid €Q te 
more exenlive } they embrace a yAikf 
portion of exifteoce. May t^iofe who^ 
a(topt tb^m^ fiod^ io their blejffed experi* 
€Me, tiiac they kad to tihe path of ^i;OiiVy 
jiONoUR, apd immortality] Adicur 
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SECOND VOLUME. 

-' . ' • * ' • ' . - . 

ffr^£\v»at oF;«tiMity^.fe ja%^ aadi&xyftea 
Jl^ wmjpl^itod af> b always alttibuted to. 
want. of: principle:' but Hiat it do«9 not always, 
procciedfroo) an inclination todeceive> I have 
had frequent opportunities of obferving. An 
inftance whioh now occurs to my recol)e6^ion> 
will ferve as an example^ It happened' that the 
fon of a neighbour of mine ijfi the country had 
the misfortune to be bitten by a dog which be- 
loi^;^ tp a decent . tradefmai^ in a neighiiourmg 
tQwn. h was.an /objeE): of much Ukquovtancct 
tOt ^iSmUin w1mI|i» the. dog (who vasr Uliedi 

the 
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the momenl 4fter the accident) had fhe^m Mf 
fymptotnt of hydrophobia previous to that 
event. The fervants and workmen belonging 
to the houfe were feparately examined Uptikif the 
fubjeft ; but to no purpofe^ as no two of them 
agreed in any one point. Here no one had an 
inlereft to deceive^ but^ on the contrary, all were^ 
equally anxioutto recoiled the truth: yetfo 
contradictory was their teftimony with regard 
to the events of the day before, that it is h^bly 
ptbbable the exad truth was told by none. 

In Fielding's voyage to Lifbon^ a circum- 
fiance fomewhat fimilar to the above is related; 
and I make no doubt that occurrences of the 
fante nature are iii the recolleftion of many of 
my readers. Every fuch example, if inveftU 
gated with accuracy and candour, wi)) krve to 
confirm the truth of my theory rdpeding the 
fatal confequences arifing from negleftiug the 
early cultivation of the fiiculties of Attention 
and Conception. , 

(c.> p. 68. 

In the long and piunful illntefles with which 
I have been afflided, I have had it in my 
powef to make obfervations ucpon the efleds^ of 

attention. 
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attention, which ihay have efcaped far more 
penetrating and reflecting minds. That a 
violent fit T>f pain commonly abforbs the whole 
attention, every one who has had any experi« 
ehce in that way, will readily confefs; but if 
we are at all able to refleA upon the operation 
of our minds, during the feelings of extreitie 
pain, we (hall be convinced, that the attention 
we beftow upon the pam, iocit^fes our per«. 
ceptions even of the fainter fenfaticmt to fuch 
a degree, as to render us infenfible of the 
moment when the acutenefs of pain begins to 
fubfide; fo that (efpecially if we indulge in fretr 
ful or grievous lamentations) the pain muft * 
hayeb^n very confiderably diminiihed, before 
we are willing to acI;nowIedge^ or are indeed 
^^onfcious of, its having been at all relieved. 

By this it appears that attention prolongs the 
apparent exiftehee of pain; and it follows as a 
neceflary confequence, that where attention is 
called to another object, (as in the cafe of 
expedited relief from fome powerful agent) the 
mmuter fenfations will pafs unnoticed; and 
the cure be allowed to be effefked from the 
moment that the pain had actually fubiidedl 
The (tighter complaints to which delicate con- 

flitutions 
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fiitutions and enfeebled. poinds aie particulaijy 
fuhjeft> ob^ tbofe :laws of attention in a 
jpemarkable manner. To a felfifli attention to 
every flight fenfation of uneagnefs> they (inany 
of tb^nx ati^afi) owe thdurvery exigence: and 
no fooner. \s the attention called to other 
olyedtf^i -than they immediately difapipear^ 

^ l!itnish?iliA virisflce h^e, Ac Dodlor call— 
•Hi'Ctime^bat iHiewPs ttapatittit?— AfAc JSsfl! 
<<TlieDaftcrftares« 1m\fM[hD'tm£tf5UfWf 

M HiytfjfiQiu fia$ let maUdj toJUght:* 

Qoes it not evidently follow, that to give the 
tnind a qdmmand over the faculty of atl^tion^ 
£b to lefiten not only the moral Qvils of Jife^ but 
to Ihorten the duration of the phy^cal? Tbat 
it^an pteferve the mind from the f^ult of 
ideal mVfery, .would be fufficj^nt argument for 
enforcing the cu|tWatic(ji pf a ppwer fo precHous : 
but whentVire confider it as' abridging. /the 
period of real fufferin^j when we refie& that, 
by this command oyer attentioPi we re£bue.a 
confiderabje portion of our exigence from the 
dominion of evil^ and reflore to the mental 
powers that a^ivity of which ai^ attei;i^n i^ 

pain 
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in flill more flrikiitg Ugfift 

(».) {). 150. 

As a proof that the memory of Perception may 
be enjoyed in high perfedioa^ where all the 
other faculties are defedive^ I fl>all beg leave t» 
adduce the following inftance^ which I had in 
very early life from a venerable friend^ who was 
iben advanced in years^ and had in youth b^n 
witnefs of the feft : — ^An ideot fe utterly den- 
tate of Ithe feeulty of cpnception as never to be 
capableof acquirii^ the ufe of fpeecb^ (though 
it did not appear thai his organs, either of 
fpefch or hearing, were at all defc&ive) wa<lb.r 
a. great ninmber of yeai^ confined to an apart** 
mcnt^ where be w<ls pccafionally vifited bybift 
family and their friends. In this apertntetit 
fiood a^Iock> to the finking of which he evi'* 
dently appeased verj^ atteiitive» and it was th$. 
only fign of attention which hjsever 4ifpl|0^^ 
{Ivery ti«e the clock flruck, he m^e ducW 
ing noife with his tongue, imitative pf lb$i 
li^nd; a^d this he continued to do as often as 
the hour returned. After ftanding many year* 
in the »i9m wlU^ l|iiD, the q)^ w^ ;temoved ; 

\rhen>. 
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when^ to the furprife of all^ be continued a« 
the hour came, to make exaftly the fame noife 
as he had learned to do frpm it He was per* 
feAly exa£t in the calculation of the time, aqd 
never milTed an hour in the day or in the night : 
nor did he ever cluck one too many or one too 
few; but continued to the hour of his death 
to give the exaft notice of the lapfe of time, 
without miftake or variation. 

Itwas withconfiderableuneafinefs I learned 
from feveral of my friends, that the above par- 
ticulars were thought by fome to be no other 
than a ftory manufactured from the old anec- 
dote given in Plott's Hiftory of Staffordfliirc, 
and copied from it into the Speftator. The 
name of the late Mr. Wilfone, of Murray's- 
hall, by whom I heard the fkO, related, would, 
to all "who were acquainted with his charafter, 
Bave been fufficient evidence of its truth. Biit 
with regard to what I had heard in childhood, 
it was poffible that I might myfelf be miftaken. 
The doubt was painful; for though my friends 
would biily have attributed the fault to memory, 
thofe who knew me not, might call my veracity 
in queftion. Anxious to afcertain a point in 
which I confidered myfelf fo deeply inteiefted, I 
. " haftened 
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hafienedto make enquiry,and with inexpreflible 
fatisfa&ion received the aflurance that I had 
been perfedly correft in my ftatement with 
regard to every particular, excepting that the 
clock, inftead of being removed from the room, 
did not ftrike from being out of repair; and that 
it was this circumftance of the bo/s continuing 
regularly to mark the hours while the clock 
was not going, that drew the attention of the 
neighbourhood. The ideot lived at Culrofs^ 
on the river Forth, in Scotland, where my 
venerable friend, Mr. Wilfone, likewife refided 
in early life. The following letter, which I 
haire juft received from one of that gentleman^a 
daughters, corroborates all the above-mentioned 
eircumftances, and I (hall therefore truft to her 
^oodnefs for pardoning its infertion^ 

^< DEAR MADAM, 

^^ No words can exprefs my vexation, when 

*' informed that - had n^le£ted to 

^^ deliver the letter I did myfelf the honour of 
<^ writing you in thej,beginning of February; in 
^ which I informed you, that both my fifters 
<^perfedly and diftindly recolle£t to have 
^^ heard my father often fpeak of the idcot 

«you 
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'^ you mentioto iti your valuable hock on eda- 
^< catbn ; and his (Ulers^ who were older than 
^^ him, ufed to mention more minute particu* 
*^ lart, fuch bb the chair where the boy fat 
<< beic^g oppofite to the clock, &C.5 and they 
^* were often in the boufe. 

**My Mers remember to ha^e heard my 
<^ aunt Janet ffeak of this ideot, and of ita 
<^ exa6tly imitating the clock, tliough then not 
** going, (which was the only thing made 
*' them all fpeakof it) with a Mr. David 
<^ Rbbifon, uncle to Colonel Robifon, of 
'^ Fawrs, who alfo lived in the neighbourhood^ 
<^^ and knew all thefe circumftanoes perfeAly 
« well.'' 

^ I am extremely forry to have fent my 
^' letter by any oonveyance but the poft^ and 
^^ am grieved that this is fo much later than 
»f it ought to have been. 

^^ I remain, dear Madam, 

*^ With much efteem, 
^^ Your very humble fervant, 

"JANET WILSONE/' 
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<g.) p. OTS. 
Did ft iloubt remain concerning the titility 
^f providing infirudioft fi>r tbepoor; that doubt 
XDtifi give place to eooviiftion, even in the minds 
ctf the pr^jtidteed, on cOntempIatmg the two 
oppofile p6rtj'ait8 tirawn of the peaiantiy of 
ScoUand, at the dillanoe of iittk more than a 
century, by two fliftinguifhcd writers, whole 
ikfetehes.are equally entitled to thepraifeof 
truth and accuracy. The firft prefents fuch a 
jj^ifture'of poverty and proftigkcy, idlenefs and 
tice, that we are fcarccly furprited at the con- 
cliifion of the enlightened author^* who faw 
BO other remedy for the evil^ but^ the revival 
ef the detefhbble fyftem of domeftic ilavery« 
Such was the ftale of the lower orders in Scot- 
land in. the fev<»iteenth centurN'^ according to 
Ae authority of one who united the virtues of 
tiie pdtjiot.to the tfdents of the ftatefman and 
the wifdom of the phiIofopher> and whofe 
looal koQV^le^e ctf .the fub]e& leavestis noTQopi 
toCafpeft him.of inaci^wfacy.ormifreprefenta- 
fioii. jBy tbe.efliaUiiiboEient of parift«<r(bhoo)s, 
this deplpriible portrsut of. vi<^ ^nd mi&ry hs^ 
htm fo iiappity ao4 (o completely reveded, that, 

'- * Fletcher, of ISalton. ' dici 
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did it not (land upon fucli unqueftionable 
authority as an original, it might w'ellbe cbn- 
fidered as falfe or fpurious. Let it be compared 
with the account of the Scottiih peafantry, 
drawn by the mafterly hand of the elegant 
and accomp]i(hed biographer of Robert Burns. 
Never were local manners more happily dtM-r 
nea'.ed : never were the effeAs of local circum- 
ftances more juftly difplaycd. As it is a fab*^ 
je£t upon which I am intimately converfant, I 
fliould not do juftice to a work from which | 
have received fuch pleafure and inftru6tion, if 
I did not add, that in the " Remarks on the 
«* charafter and condition of ^he Scottifh 
♦^ peafantry," I have in vain endeavoured ta 
difcover a fingle inftance, in which that elegant 
imagination of which the author is fo evidently 
pofleflfed, has been permitted to exaggerate of 
to foften a feature beyond the fimple truth. Itf 
tracing the caufes of thofe (Iriking changes^ 
which a fingle century has produced oit 
national character, Dodor Currie has pot, 
perhaps, given all the weight to the influence of 
the clergy, and the happy effeds of parochial 
refidencc, which the fubjed maj fe^m to merit. 
Whoever has been prefcnt at the performance 

of 
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t( the Baptifinal ceremony at a country Kirk^ 
and obferved the eam^ftnefs with which the 
moral and religiatia education of the child was 
eoforced upon the' parents ) making a material 
pifft of that vov(r which they were then in the 
faeeof the congrejgation folemnly.lotake, can- 
not wonder at the zeal difplayed by the lower 
orders in Scotland with regard to the educa* 
tion of their offspring. In the lifeofBumsy 
this paternal zeal -is beautifally defcribed : In 
the letter from his brother Gilbert to iKe Editor^ 
its effef^s are powerfully illuftrated. 



(p.) p. 327. 



\. - 



I wifli I could prevail on accompliflied young 
ladies to conflder the effeft that wouM be pro^ 
duced by the exertion of iheir muiiGal talent^ 
m places of public worfliip. Why fliould 
Church be the only place in i^hich they are 
afliamed to let their voices be heard? Is it, that 
they think none ihould join in the praife of 
GoD> but fuch as are paid for it? Is it the 
theme that is unworthy of their talents, or the 
pjace that is unfit for their exertion ; or is the 
aodicncis too m^an to be indulged withhear^ 
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The ctilttvation of trae tafte whuU, I xhiokf 
teach the rererfe of all this. Can fimgs of 
gradtude aod praife pitioecid with ffiot^ pt<9^ 
^riety from the lips of hirelings) than fi^Mi 
thofe of youth and innocence, in the fuH enjoy* 
ment of liftf s heft bleflings? If uniting their 
irotces to thofe of the aflembled congre^ion 
in the houfe of God, be an aSt of hnftiilil^i 
kt it be remenfbered^ that hnmiKty is » quality 
afibcialed with all the feminine vinaea, andf 
that the expreffion of it muft therefore be 
highly fa^rouf able to thofe affociatidna^ which 
produce thevmotiotid of beauty. 

(o.) p. 337- 

If the priii«tpl«* rftafte be AiQb a» they aw 
here 4efoftbq^; if fiuie& and oon^ity be 
eonfiituenu in their eflencej it is to be feared 
^atthe leadeiv <if the btuu m^nde ore no} 
yetnyany ftepa raoooiped froox barbarifm* 

Tbe.fi|Ue iiouona that hav^ been ootertaincd 
eoncemiog Tafte^ baye utnaany ccfpeAs^ been 
injurious, to fociety. By imdenng ite. fubjeft 
^ntepq)tible in the siindstof the ffsriam, ihcfi 
hajrerprer/niildi that iiiveftigaii«iiofu&prin^ 

ciples 
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6iptes wbioh lurouM haVe t)wmght them ititir 
geiiercd not!€e5 and fenclered their applicatioii 
tmiveFf«). It Is ftotn the want of this invefli«' 
^tion, that Tivfte -has been eonfidered as 
altogeth^ upoxinefted' wilh tke ilibjeft of 
mofals^ though a very little refleftit)n would be 
iuffiMent m point out their affinity. True tafl^ 
wauM a^beiatct ideas of efteem and refpe6l to 
aU tbol^ qualities which are eftinMible and 
re^e^ble; from the negle6): of its eultivation 
many of thefe' qualities are held in cbhtem^t. 
"What are the affoclations xvhieh evidently pre- 
rail in the minds of the yoiing and the gayy 
with refpeft to ^ virtues of modefty, pru- 
dence, and' teiopetance ? Docs it not obvioufly 
appear that ideasr of glory af e often attachecf 
io qualities direftty oppofite} and Ihat foch 
drefs and manners are adopted -as may bed 
IKew the ftrength of this affbciatioi> in tlie moft 
glaring colours ? To the eye of Tafte each 
feafon of the year has its peculiar" beauties: nor 
does the venefeble oak, when fringed with the 
hoary ornaments of vviirter, afford a profpe<Sl lefs 
various or delightful, than when decked in the 
moft luxuriant' foliage. Is, then, the winter of 
Kft conne£led with no aflbciations but thofe of 

horror) 
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horror? This can nev^be the cafe, until jdead 
of contempt are aflbciated with ideas of wiMom 
and experience; affociattons which the culti* 
vation of true tafte would efie£kually prevent* 
Suppofe the perfon who wiihes to improve on 
Nature's plan, (hould apply to the artificial 
florift to deck the bare boughs of his fpreading 
oak with ever-blooming roTes) would it not 
be foon difcovered, that in deferting Nature he 
had deferted Tafte ? h would be remembered^ 
that the colourii^ of Nature, whether in the 
iinimate or inanimate creation, never fiuls to 
harmonize with the objeft : that her moft beau- 
tiful hues are often tranfient, and excite a more 
lively emotion from that very circumflance. I 
leave the application to your own fagacity ; and 
ihould fincerely rejoice, that the obfervations I 
have made, would lead to an examination of 
the principles on which they have been founded. 

(ft.) p. 385. 

The Author of thefe Letters has, in a former 
publication, endeavoured to expofe the confe« 
quences of this exercife of the united powers of 
abftradion and imagination, where judgment 
has been uncultivated. She is, . however, 

^^rehenfive. 
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dpprehenfive, that m^ny who have been amctied 
. ivith the fi6tion which (he at that time made 
the vehicle of her fentiments, have failed in 
drawing the inferences from it, which it was 
her wifh to have rendered obvious. Theqbfer- 
Vations fhe has had an opportunity of making 
upon this head, have furnifhed her with new 
arguments concerniiig the utility of abftraAion, 
acid the fatal cbnfequences arifing from the 
incapacity for generalization. Thofe who are 
incapable of general reafoning, think it impof- 
fible to draw genuine pifturcs of human charac- 
ter but froni particulars. They are, therefore, 
for ever hunting after the originals from which 
fuch piAures muft, in their opinion, have' 
inevitably been drawn; atld thus they lofe the 
advantage that might have been derived from 
making proper inferences j while all their ideas 
bf what is juft and natural, being drawn from 
the fame confined and narrow fource, their 
criticifms are equally unjuft and imperfeft. 

(I.) p. 412. 

The flow progrefs of the human mind; in 

attaining abftradl ideas, appears to me as an 

irrefragable proof, that the notions of the 

VOL. ri* o G Divinity 
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Divinity obtained in the earlieft ages by the 
Hebrew patriarchs could only' have proceeded 
from Divine revelation. Without fuch reve- 
lation, the abftradl id'eas of the Deity that ar« 
to be found in the writings of Mofes and the 
prophets are entirely unaccountable, and far 
more miraculous, that is to fay, much farther 
removed from the common courfe of events, 
than any of thofe miracles which have beea 
ftumbling-blocks to the fceptics. Let usftudy 
the tenaur of our Saviour's addrefles to the 
Jewifli nation, and we fliall find how ftrongly 
he reproaches them for having exchanged the 
pure and abftraft notions of the Divine attri- 
butes for the low and groveling conceptions 
originating in the fenfe$>. All the difcourfes 
of our blefled Lord have a tendency to lead the 
mind to form, pure, i, e. abftra£t ideas of 
virtue. Conforming himfelf to the capacities 
of his auditors, he illuftrates by familiar 
objefts, but never fuils to carry the mind 
beyond the narrow conceptions of the fenfes 
into the regions of abftrafl truth. 

Of all the books that ever have been writtenj^ 
we iliall find the Bible the moft favourable to 
the improvement of the faculty of abftraftion. 

Experience 
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Experience proves the truth of the alIertion# 
In countries where the knowledge of the Bible 
is denied to the laity, the conceptions of the 
Deity become mean and degrading. Unfup- 
ported by the abftraft ideas of his glorious 
attributes and perfe«9:ions which the Bible 
furniflies, the mind calls in the aid of fenfible 
objeSs. Hence the worfliip of images and a^ 
thoufand fuperftitions, which chain down the 
miim to the confideration of individuals^ and , 
by preventing the expanfion of the faculties in 
general reafoning, retard the progreflive in^- 
provement of the human race. 

Philofophy itfelf, when it proudly refutes 
Divine affiftance, flies on low and grovelling 
wing. Let 14s compare the conceptions of 
fome of our celebrated naturalitts* concerning 
the origin of things, with the fublime ideas 
upon the fame fubjeft tp be found in the book 
of Job and in the Pfalms. The refter in fecond 
caufes follows in his reafoning the method of 
the Indian^ who, endeavouring to find fome- 
what whereon to rell the vaft fabric of the 
'world, fuppofes it upheld by an elephant, 
while the elephant is fupported by a tortoife! 
The other from contemplating the abftraft 
^ . ideas 
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i<icas o( infinite powt»r, wifdom, and gcK)dneft^ 
exerted through infinite Ipace^ beholds the 
foliition of every difficulty In the agency of the 
Divine mind, aiW fenfible of the circumfcribed 
limits of the human intelleft, confeffes that 
the knowledge of many things is removed 
beyond its grafp. . I may be thought, in what 
1 have here advanced, to have ftepped a little 
beyond my owtl proper fpherei but the breaft 
that t^cs an intereft in the happinefs and 
improvement of the human race, will be apt to 
lofe the confideration of its own infignificance 
in the more enlarged idea of being a part of 
the great whole* . 



FINIS* 



Cmttwcll, Printer, St. Jaxncs's-Strcet, Bath, 
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